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FORTII!BSTERN REPRESENTATIOM.
i conimn witlî otîmer parts cf Catnda,

tiiere lias already beeti a good deal of agi-
tation throughout Manîitoba and tîte 'rer-
rit.ories regarding tlîc clectieiîs fur the
Donmion Parlianient. The probability
of an early dissolution o! die present
House lias set the party machines i mie-
tien, and professional politicians, political
party wire-puilers and independent aspir-
ants have for soute trne been shuffliîîg
arousîd actively preparing for the fray.
As te the actual date wvhen the eleeticîts
wilI take place there seeîns te lie a glori-
ous tncertainty, and the general public
wvill be kept in the dark on thtis point up
te the tinte cf the issue cf tlîe Governor's
proclamation settling the matter. In thie
ileantirno those dernagogues wheo are
"quite intimîmate with Sir Jolit 1," yeu
know, and who are kp<pt iully infornîed as
te thie doings cf the Cabinet, will continue
te tlîrowv eut sundry vague Iîints, scam-
patiied witi kîîowing 'viîks and nods, as
te what they have been informied iii the
inaLter. Thies parties could nie doubt
enliglten. the public as te tic date tiîced
for the clections to take place, but, o!
course, it wvould neyer dle fer tîmeuu te
outrago the confidece rcpeseil in tîent by
giving the thîing away. lit tlîc nipaîi-
tine the wire-pîiliiîîg and organiziîîg gees
bravtly on, aîud niew aspiranîts are daily
appearing upon thie scelle.

lit spite of ail the knewledge inotiope-
lized by tîte favered oties, tlîe <3evern-
iuient wiil brio- on the elections wlien it
is considered te its iîîterest te do so.
The state cf uncertaiîîty thut produced is
îîot wîthout a dernoralizixig influence te a
censiderable extent upoît commerce and
industry. The K-nowledge that the Gev-
erninent can dissolve tlîe flouse at any
timie, inust always have a tendency te
umsettle tlîe public nîind te a greater or
lesser degrce, as the usoal liaut of the
Parliamient drawvs toward a close, and this
in turn is reflected injuriously upon busi-
ness te ne slight extent. It would, there-
fore, seera in the interest cf tîte commerce
cf the country, that; some definite tome
should be ilxcd for the regu!ar dissolution
of Parliament, whiereby this needless Ax-,
citement and unsettlement cf the national
pulse months before the proper tiuue,
could lie done away iiith. When the

vuitures conmmence tegather iL niay bce
taken for grauiteci that tiiere is carrien ini
tue vicinity. Likewise wlien the candiý
dates and wire.pullers show utiwoîttd(
activity, it inay be consiclercd tîint an
electien colitest, is ilot far off Titus the
country is threwv' iîîte a feverisli stateocf
excitemient which is rendereil more
intense by the air of rnystery surrouinding
tlîe situation.

WVhat ndglît be tcrrnd a peculiar fea-
ture in connectien with thie preparations
in the Northîwest for the îîext Dominion
eiections, is found ii the faut that the
prospecti ve candidates have been largely
outside men. Although the Northwest is
supposed te be net one w>it beliind any
ether part cf Canada in the education,
intelligence and ability cf its population,
yet it seeras that we luavo few meii iii the
country fil te go te Parliament. At
least, this inust be the inference drawn
front thie present aspect of affairs. It
lias often l>eex tlîe bost cf Northwestern-
ers that or population is largely é6tripos-
ed cf the creain cf the eider provinces,
but in inviting outsiders te represent us
iii Parlianient. the lie is given direct to
titis proud 1,oasi. Anci just hi-ere is oe
of the worst features cf the case; and
tlîat is, tînt the people of Manitoba and
the Territories have, ini several instancées,
itivited these outsiders te becorne candi-
dates for couîqtituencies iii titis country.
Vlmat would the peeple o! Nova Scotia
or Vancouver's Island think cf a Mani-
tobin becoming a candidate iii their
country 'f It is certain that suchi a can-
didate would be looked upon as pessesfs-
in- a full supply cf that comnmedity
usually ternîed gail. Yet in finding mn
to represent the Northwest in Parliament,
the Dominion bas te be -aiisacked front
the littie Atlantic province cf Prince
Edward Island on the east, te the Pacifie
Cost on the west. To say the lesat, is
net this an insu.lt ta the intelligence cf
the people cf titis part of Canada?

It is, perhaps, goiîng a little tee far te
say that thièse outsiders have been invit-
ed by the people. In one or* two
instances inizitatioîus enaîiating frein
party gathetings have, been sent te east-
eru politicians, but as such gatlîeriugs
are usually maitipuluted by wire.pufliiîg
demagogues, îit could hardly be said
that the invitation was endorsed by
the people. In other instances,.
formai invitations have been extended,
but interested parties have 1,been
ende.avoring te work up a feeling in

favor of certainî outsiders, no doubt
witlî tlrn apjproval of tlîo latler.
Stili iii ather cases these outsiders have
personally forced thoir claitns upon
the people, whilbt otliers. more mîodes*t,
]lave only lîinted of tlîeir willitigness
te serve the country, shou]d .they lie
largely requested te do se. Ail1 titis
coules of the lingering feeling in the
eider provinces, that the Northwest
should ho u"e as a sert cf preserve
for tho rest of the Dominion, and it is
enly applying to politics, Wlîat lias
frequently been claimed by the peopleocf
the East in commercial and other matters.
This àhe people cf Manitoba and
the Territories should resent in every
ferra.

Notwithstauding the miany out8ide
cand id ates .nain ed, we have in titis coun-
try as geod material frein wliceh te
select parlianîentary candidates, as csfl
be furnishied *by any other portion cf
Canada, se far as thie best intereasts of
this country are concerned. Although it
would ho an insuit te the intelligence of
the peoplo te return te Parliament as re-
presentatives for the Northwest, outsiders
-ien gathiered front ail portions cf our
lroad Doininion,-yut titis ix net the
wvorst featuie of the case. 0f ail parts
of Canada the Nortliwcst, as :e wliole,
is the least known by statesmuen at
Ottawa, but at the saine tine it is above
ait thiat portion w1ticii requires the
greatcst care in niatters cf legislation. Its
vast oxZ'ent, iii comparison witlî the rest
of Canada, is hardly iiu.iiedl by those
wlîe have net travelled through the
counîtry, whilst its great natural
resources require most careful and intel-
ligent liandliingc for thieir proper dbvelop-
ment Now, at the commencement cf
the settiement and devtilopuînut cf this
great region, is the Lime te lay the
foundation. for its future. How imi-
portant is it, theu, thaï; this foundation
abould[ be laid broad and deep azýd on a
solidl -basis. The -reatest drawbacks
which the settlers in the Northwest
have had te contend with ever since tlîe
territery passed under the control of thie
Canadian Gevernmcnt, haN e been brought
about by legislatien created by nien whe
wre practically ignorant cf the xants
and requirements cf Idie country.
Legislatien afftetiiig the most vital inter-'
ests of this vast stretch cf ceuntry,
included in the terin Nerthwest bas
been directed frein ail Eastern stand-
point, by Eastern men, ard always in the


