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‘port on Transcontinental
Reveals Sir Wilfrid and His
Cabinet as Blackest : of {Po-
litical Transgressors.

g
. "The blackest cloud on -the : horizon:

st . ¥

| which Hon. Arthur Meighen, solicitor-

ontinental Railway scandal be-

fore an audience of Ward Four Con-
servatives in Broadway i Hall | last
night. “It is a debt” he ' declaread,
“that - will ‘take  years of ‘sweat from
" the brows of Canadians before .it can

e removed.” -In' referring to the dis-
closures, contained in the reeent re-
port: Mr. Meighen briefly. ske.ched ithe

% history of the Liberal railway.policy.-
In %M» when the Conservative for-

tunes were at their lowest -ebb,  Sir |-

Wilfrid Laurier  swept the country.
and R L. Borden was defeated in
Helifax becguse he refused to endorse

the comstruction of the Moncton-Qua- |

bec epd of the line, which the Liberal
leader underwok to build as a.monu-
. ment for himself, in emulation' of the
late Sir John A. Macdonald. :
; Impress of Crime.
" “After all,” asked Mr. Meighen, “has
. it proved to be such a monument as
" you or I would care to have pressing
down on our names before we are
ead?” Everybody knew, he declared
- that the people had been misinformed
# to the cost, but in this case .the

and it
stamped Sir Wilfrid and his late cabi-

| net as the blackest of political trans-

gressors.

The reasons for the frantic Liberal
| effort to bring on' a  general election
| at the last session of parliament be-
| fame apparent with the publication pf
| the report and the revelations of graft
| it contained. :
b The Naval Issue. :
. Mr. Meighen devoted considerable
time to the navy question, and he 'pre-
 dicted that the next general- election
§ t hinge on that great issue. 'As

of crime,

[ & member of the government he 'de- :

clared that the Bgrden policy when:
it was ready to become law would ad- |
t of every line of
resolttion of ‘1909, - The: u
control advocated by Selborne in

and. Churchill in 1907 would be pre.
sérved and every dollar spent for na-
val defence by the

; t of stéel that pro
Pire and all its parts. +.- . .
Within the Empire..
Canada to contribute towards imperial
defence, the fact that there could’ be
no empire without common. concefns
and intérests and the further consid-
eration that any possible: enemies ‘of
Canada occupled the same” position
with ‘regard ‘to the empire as a, whale
Canadians must, he “declared, so ar-
range the defence policy as to keep
4n mind that they were never to be an
| Independent kingdom, but 8 -8rowihg
L and ‘co-ordinate part of the British
E Empire. ;
Prasident W. H. Smith was in -the
and Mr. Meighen was intro-
© Miles Vokes., Mry. Meighen's
were frequently interrapted
izstic applause, and he wase

he
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CounJ Did

Approved:a.
department,
. _: Granted 1$10,000 . to .the
Mendelssohn Choir.
‘Appointed' T. . J. Henry
- chiet mspector of electrical
" installations.
. Adopted the objection to
- the proposed ailounent of
. Consumers’ ‘Gas ' Com-
pany’s capital ‘stock.
“Deecided to spend $117,-
000 for a:temporary bridge
- at Bathurst street, to pro-

purchasing

vide an eastern entrance to
Exhibition Park this year. -

Gave R. T. Coady a re-
tiring allowance of $16,000.

Promoted John Patter-
son- to city treasurer and
A.~E. Black to deputy city.
treasurer. s

ferred back the recom
mended: annexation of the
area between Ossington
avenue and North Toronto,
extending north to Egl.».
ton avenue. |
See Page 10.

i

N.T.R. Meeds $18,000000

OTTAWA. . Feb.. -28.—(Spe-.. .
. cial.)==At the question hour. in
~. the house this afternoon, Hon.
- Frank'Cochrane stated that the
" cost of the Natfonal Transcon-
. tinental ‘‘up till-Jan. 1, was
$140,562,147, and that  $18,296,786
more would bé required for its
completion, including car shops
at ' Quebec, roundhouses, etc.,
estimated to cost $3,489,166.

BENTONDID N
1Sk FOR W

Confessed - Guilt- When ‘ Con-
victed, :Said Yilla, Whoser

vils Pf the. A
S. Be - told .15 |t} o Tepd 2
today, différs. but little fpomy the offi-
cial statement . given oyt Saturday.
Villa Insisted 'that’ Benton came to
take his'life and referred to Beénton's
mission | concerning’ the welfare of His
ranch as a pretext to gain admittance.
. Accarding,to Villa, Benton. after the
verdict of.the court-martial, confessed
his guilt. and .declined to‘ask for, mer-
‘cy.  .He- merely requested that his
property be turned over to his widow.

Populatity  of “Martin Harvey.
The crowded house that grested Mr.
Martin ‘Harvey in “The Breed of the
Treshams” at the Princess Theatre
last night "and- the-complete sell-out
for tonight’s bill,. “The Only Way,”. is

* INSUBSIDIES GR ANTEDTOC.N.R

GENEROUS

- MACKENZIE DEFENDS POSITION

“2sh Subvention Only  Six

* Per Cent. of Cost of Road

..and Land -Grants Greatly
Exaggerated—Other Enter.
prises Financed Entirely Out
of Private Resources. '

OTTAWA, Feb. 23.—Sir ‘William

-| Mackenzie - has issued ‘the ‘following

statement on tpe,C. N. R. system and
1ts relation to public assistance:
“That the C. N.'R. system has been
subsidized in excess of its legitimate
"equirements, and that moneys voted
py ‘parliament to the C. N. R.. Co.
bave "been diverted by Messrs. Mac-
kenzie, Mann & Co. for their own
private purposes, are charges ' that
have been made in the public prese
These statements have been previous-
Iy expressed privately, and the news-
papers are now only putting - imto.
or
79 attempt an explanation of these
matters, giving the oMAAT Agiurss 6¢

. {uhe case frankly. e

“There’ars fow ‘falss ‘statements

|made without somie basis of truth,

end . few..misreprésentations  which
have not had a' more or'less stuppos-
edly legitimate - origin:
vhat have been quoted in the public
press as to the bonds guaranteed and
ubsidies grantéd to the C. N. R. are,

Gooks of- the Dominion of Canidda.
vne would. naturally expect to find
'n these figures an exact account of
:he situation; bui. curously enough,
+ moment’s refiection will show that
«oey may fail {o poriray cerrectly the
relations between ‘the €. N. R. or

ample evidence of ‘the noted actor's

left the hall to cateh
the Otiawa S =

— AL )
p S——

popularity | nereabouts.

(Continued on Pags 10, Col. 5)
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Consul Sent to El Paso
WASHINGTON, Feb. 23—
The British embassy. announc-
ed late today that Charles
Alexander' Spender Perceval,
the -British consul at Galves-
ton, Tex.. has been ordered to
El Paso to confer there w'th
. British., subjects - concerning .
the execution of Wm. S. Ben-

“ton i ;

LE LIGHT ON
FATEOFBENTO

Body Not Yet Surrendered
Despite Insistent Demand
—-Bauch a Prisoner at

' Chihuahua.

\

EL PASO, Feb. 28-<The request of
the’ state department. for the body of
Wm.. S. Benton, ;made last Saturday.
‘has met with no response today
George C. Carothers ' of the’consular
service visited Juarez today - looking
for a reply, ‘but none had come.

. Americans at last obtained a.version

| of the killing of Benton- which they

.belleved ‘to-be true. It was that Villa
knocked Benton down,.and then had
‘wo of his.men take the Scotchman
into ‘the ‘back yard, where the rebel
general presently followed, and fired
the fatal shot or shots himseif.

Mr. Carothers léarned that Gustav
'Bauch. the ' German-American, being
‘tried. bv. the rebels.as.a spy, still is
safe at Chihuahua and received reé-
newed assurances that hie could not be
exeouted unless found guilty. Bauch
is said to have given the only damag-

friends  testified as fto
harml Baurh't _
court that be had been running an en-
#ing 16 the tederals beétween &. P.
‘Diaz: and  Monélova,: Jearried /2 pass
from the federal' government and.had
‘many friends -among: the Huertistas.

“ No word was ‘réceived: as” to” whén
the fiftéen ‘refettsd American soldiers

is hoped’ that among-them  will 'be
found st.léast some.of the foreigners
reported missing, . Harry Compfton.
Roger ‘Laurence and a man named
Curtls. - :

MUST PROTECT
L0

——

lizes Grave: Responsibility
in Dealing Wth Mexico's
Affairs.

WASHING’;‘ON, Feb. 23.—Regardless
of whether or not the execution of Wm.
S. Benton,  a British subject, by Gen.
Villa was justified, today’s ' develop-
ments emphasized clearly .that protec-
tion of foreigners in Mexico had become
a commanding problem of  increased
international import.nce, appreciated
no less by President Wilson than by
leaders in congress. Briefly these were
the day's developments:

After a conference with President
Wilson, Acting Chairman Shively of the
senate foreign relations committee, and
members of the committee reached an
understanding that the Msxic n ques—
tion, if taken up in the senate, should
be discussed. behind closed doors.
Pending resolutions looking to better
protection for foreigners soon will -be
taken up by the senate. :
Intimdticns were received thru semi-
official channels that marines would be

-landeG by Japan and France to act as

legation guards in Mexico Ciiy aiLng
wiih those of Greut Britain ‘ana Ger-
mangy.

TRIED FORGERY—FAILED
TELLER WAS TOO CLEVER

Charged with attempting to abtain
money by means of a worthless
cheque Loufs Strong, 128 Huron street,
was arrested by Deteciive Cronin at
his bo rding h .use last evening.

According to the police S.rong at-
tempted to cash a $41 ch>que, to which
he had forged the name of “Stratton”
in favor of George Wilson, at the Col-
lege and Spadina branch of the North-
¢rn Crown Bark vesterday aiternoop.
The teller detected the forgery and
refused payment. - Detective Cronin

as placed on the case and within half ;
‘hour had landed his man, =

fliig ‘éstimopy agairist himself. Rebel,! '
ends " ts ?his Jovarent

‘will:be returned-from Chihuahua . It |:

LIGNERS

President Wilson Fully Rea-

_ CONSTRICTION T0 BERUSHED

Hon. Robert ~Rogers'
nouncement Greeted With
Great Applause — Laurier
Objected to Appointing An-
other Commission, But Was

Have Final Report.

I€manial {n Tha Taronta Wér‘d)

ers of the Georgian Bay Canal were
‘greatly encouraged by the débate in
the house this evening and the an-
Zouncement :'of - government ‘policy
which it elicited- from Hon. Robert
‘wogers, minister of public works.
The  subject came - before the house
upon a formajl:motion for a copy -of
the petitions and -representations re-
.eived during’the past two years by
the government in favor of the im-

tut: the.debate turned - upbn the
sngineering " and commercial feasi-
hility of the work®and -the .duty of
he government to“ construct the
same as a great national undertak-
ing. £
Sir . Wilfrid . Laurier declared: him-
sf1f'in favor of the'canal, and thought
the time had gone by for any more
commissions, and in this position he
wag warmly supported by Mr.'_ng-
I'n, the Liberal’ member for Wright,
ty. Mr. ' Lamarche, the: Conservative
member for Nicolet, and. Mr.. White,'
the Conservative member. for -North
Renfrew. i : sy i
Will- Appoint Commission. , . J
Hon. Mr.. huge:s gec.aied:that the
‘engineering feasibility of the.project
had been -demonstrated ‘ beyond - per-
adventure, and’as-to that ‘aspect of
the case no commiss;on was -neces-
sary.” “The government, however, de-

‘(Continued on Page 2,:Col. 4)
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Vote of Confidence Adopted
on’lssue Raised of'Epi-
" ** demic in*‘Army-
Ranks.

PARIS, Feb. 23.—The French Cham-
ber of Deputies'today adopted by 285
against 25 a vote of confidence in the
government,. based on an interpella-
tion by the Socialists on the state. of
health of the 'French troops.  From
numbers of garrisons . reports had
reached the war office of widespread
epidemics  of measles, . scarlatina. and
cerebral spinal meningitis, which *in
many cases had been fatal. The cham-
ber ordered/'the continuation*of’ en-
quiry ‘into :the sanitation of the bap-
racks-to” be ‘carried “out“by the com-
mission of health _appoin.ed’ by ‘the
| government. It was pointed out that
| the barrdacks were overcrowded owing
to the large" increase: in the army
brought aboul: by the.recent ‘adoption
of ‘the three years’ term of service in-
stead of two _as formerly.

Great interest. was ' manifested: by
the public 'in the subject under dis-
cussion: and-: today’s sitting was- re-
garded as the most critical one which
the government. has had to face.

T0 TIGHTEN [P
ELECTION LW

Minister - of Justice ‘Names
Committee to Consider
Amendments to Existing

Statute.

OTTAWA, Feb. 23.—Hen. C. 'J.
Doherty,- Hon. Charles -Murphy, A. K.
Maclean of Halifax, ‘W. B. Northrup,
James McKay of Prince Albert, F. B.
Carvell and J. A. Robidoux have been
named a committee  in .  conneection
with a resolution of which the min-
ister of justice. has given notice that
he” will move in the commons to
amend ‘the laws regarding electoral
purity. This is the result’ of the
promise made by the premier . last
week in the house that such would
be done. ; .

Mr. Doherty’s resolution provides
for the. appointment of the select
committee named 2bove to consider
al] suggested amendments to the re-
cent Election Acof, with a view to
making more- stringent- - the * laws
against bribery and cormpu&_ 8"

An- :

Told Government Should |

OTTAWA, Feb. 23.—The. support- |

mediate" construction’ or * the “canal, |

{tection .for .it5 nationals-in. Mexico, but
pointed -cut" that: the’ government ‘was

WSS

i strike - frigid weather - like yesterday.

Sir: Edward Grey, in Defining
Position, Inspired Cheers by
[» claration That Villa's Ac-

-~ tions “Would: Prol?ably Stir

“Europe Seriously — U.S.

-Not ‘Blamed. ;
£ e Fia

" LONDON, Feb. 23." — The  British

parliament and press have been stirred

by the recent killing of Willlam S. Ben-

EVELYN AVENUE, in-the Rosedald of thy
West. End.  Beautiful bnilding 1ot of 88’ tent
frontage. . $45.00 per foot on buliders
terms. e :
; TANNER & GATES -

Raalty  Brokers, Tanrer.Gatss: Buliding,
zfzyumw-m Street.West, Main 5883,

Hon. Sam Hughes Denied
That Excessive Price. Was
Paid for Montreal Barracks
Site — Seller  Alleged to
Have Made Big Clean-Up.

OTTAWA. Féb, 2&—(3!{&1&)—8@-
Rodolphe . Lemieuk. in moving  today
for.the. papers in connection with. the
‘purchase of a site for the new Monte
real’ barracks:at Laghine,’ took .occa-

on, a:British subject, by order of the
Mexican Constitutfonalist
Francisco ' Villa, at Juarez, and today
the question * of " protéction ‘for 'British
interests and for Englishmien residt o
in  Mexico.was made- the subject of
earnest consideration, both in the house
of - commons and ' the. columns -of - the

newspapers. Gy

Sir Edward Grey, secretary of state
for foreign. affairs. outHned the atti-
tude of :the ‘British Goverament,  and
the'nature of the communications which
the British ambassador at. Washington
had:had. with' the. government of .the
United States.  He said ‘thut Sir Ceril
Spring-Rice had: told Secre.dry.of State
Bryan that: the . pubBlic .of : Europe: was
likely to be' seriously’ affécted by the
action of ‘General Villa, “which  ap-
nouncement -was greetad by the mem-
bers with'a'chesr.” " "7
5 Britain »is. Powerless.

The .foreign ‘. secretary. assured-the
house that the government wus taking
all. possible steps;to’learn.the facts’ of
the Benton case, and to: segure ml{,ipéo-"

powerless .to take.any-meéasures in:the
disturbed Tegiong.s . i o b e 0T
. Referring:to:Benton’s death, Sir Ed-
WA Ghey aalffr - el
;' “Before this . incident * occurred the
'Fnli_;e'd States_Goverpment.had at our
f  {Continusd>on Page 10, Col. 1)
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Resolution.  Passed | Asking
That' Contribution to" the -
+ Party Funds Be:Barred "

.. .as Influence.

LONDON, ‘Feb. 23.—The house of
Lords -today - unanimously ' adcpted 'a
motion by_the: Earl of.Selborne that
contributions ‘to :party, funds should
not be considered.in awarding honors.
The house’ of commnions will be asked
tochncur. : : i ;

. ‘Viscount - Milner, - the Marquis ~ of
La,nﬂsdqwne' and  other' notable ‘Union-
ists ' supported 'the motion. ;

"The. Marquis of Crewe formally. de-
nied that’the' preseént 'government had
been in'_ﬂuenvced by ‘money considera-
tions . in . recommending to the king
those - upon - whom 'titles were to be
conferred. e ; iy

Barcen  Charnwood - said. that while
election ’ expenses , were on . such . g
lavjsh scale party managers would be
undeér dire" pressure to replenish’ the
war  chests. . . .

Lord Milner said that the clouds of
honors.ss'nr.;hronizéd with -the periods
in’ which ‘the government of the day
was in. want: of’ tunds.' 3

Several ‘of :the speakers at}voc_ated
publicity for all party donations and
expenditures.,

TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS
‘AS CONSCIENCE MONEY

OTTAWA, Feb. 23.—(Special).—
Hon. W. T. White, - minister ‘of ' fin-
ance, is in receipt of. $2000 “con-
stience money.” While-the remitter
does not. state whether  the awaken-
ing.of his conscience, is due.to the re-
cent: Quebec earthquazes or ‘the ‘ap-
proaching - Leriten “ season,” he ' asks
that the receipt of the'money be pub-
listed in the press. ;

Coon - Coat -Weather.
Did yan wear a coon coat yesterday ?
No!. Well you don’t krow just what
a comfort a c¢oon coat .is until you

And-a coon coat is'likewise the mos:
fashlonable .garment .you can- wear_if
you are to accept the exclusive dresses
of the cold climate cities’ 6f-the" world
Dineen’s ‘are showing some -new coon
coats, regular. $75, reduced " to  $55,
2100. reduced to $75, and regular $120
for $90. ‘See us' today. - The W. and
D.“Dineen”Co.," 140 Yonge street, cor-

o

slon. to say that he would probably

general, ‘have occas.on, after examining the pa-.

pers,  to make: a charge against the
minister of militia and defence, and to
demand a drastic investigation. With-
out waiting for the. papers, Wowever,
Mr. Lemiéux, in support of his. motion,
declared . that ‘the .militia" departmeny”
had purchased- an. inconvenient Jand
‘undesiraole - site, and- had  paid” more
than twice what' the'land was really
- Accordinig to his'statement, the mid.-
‘diemaf was 2 Montrealer named Ro-
-dep, who made over a.hundred per cent.
[profit inhis:deal with'the government.
A -portion- of the land: had been pur-
chased by Roden_ only 16, days before
s transfer to’the governmient.
- Col. Sam Hughes!defenued the trans-
action and invited.the fullest investi-
gatlon. ' He took' occasion to  eriticize
the’ purchase of the I'.‘aix"xxha;n campia
‘he eastern: townships by! the late gov-
erniment, . which, ‘he:sald,~ had been
‘brought about for the:financial” benehit
Of a cabinet minister and several. Lib-
eral’ members of parliament. . He also,
declared that: the'Laurier. goverament
had ceded. real’estatein. the :City ' of
Montreal. valued. at-. 55,000,000 for the
‘mominal consideration’ of '$200,000, "
Cleaned Up $96,000, il
-~ Mr. Lerhiéux in ' opening - said that
the' Dominion'Government. a few: years
ago°had, transferred St. Helen's Island
te the Clty. of Mon'real for $300,000,
which money wds to-be expended g
the. construction of barracks upon pro-
belonging  fp “the "Dom!nion ' at
ull. Howéver, nothing was doh

4 the Sonstridtion

" 204 atter the présentigovernment came

into’ power, to wit, in- June, ‘1913, ‘ans
‘other site for the ‘barracks was pur-
chased at :Lachine for . $180i000, ‘or
about $1332 an acre. "
The property . was: purchased from
a man named Roden. - Roden. accord-
ing. to? Mr. Lemieux, -had’ purchased
two'tracts of:land .in' order.to make
up-the acreage. which he ‘sold!to the.

(Continued on’ Page 2, Col. 5) -

STILL PUTTIN' DOWN TH' REBELs
; LION-QV ’37, . B

Jaff: Is that ye, John?" Fa’s bitin’ ye th’
day? 3

John: Billy won’t lay down an’ lat us
take Donlan’s from him. 3

Jaft: Faina says he?

Johin: That if it's 10 be a Inkerment fax
€ wants it to be all round—not for farm-
£rs an’ robs. only.  He wants you an’. mje
to.pay our sHare——

Jap;‘!: God save us frae sic-a face o

S .
John: An’ he wants to put it on Home
Smiun’s " thirty-five “nundert acres at th’
Humver, jus’ wnen ‘Lh’ ‘rely’s bven three
veurs tryin’ to slip Houme's Hu.nber’ Sup-
veys into th’ city on special easy Qv
annexm’. We've goL A0-get him into th”

Inkerment on them

town before we put th’
York farmers an’ rebs. :
Jaff: Hame's but a bit daft loonie, .pae
able til tak’ care o’ himsel’. Ye wadna pit
increment tax on th’ pulr laddie.
Joan: Yun bet not,.Pop. Hes a fren’
ov Th’ Tely, an’ is fightin’ B McKinzie,
whose started th” rebellion. Home
put up th’ Harbor Commiss.on plan. Th’
inkerment is jus’ for Billy, cos’ he helnt
Hocken 'to spun me-.out ov.th’ revolyin’
avor ut.vg;; town hall. ok 3 s
: en gang.ye.til Egypt, Jehn
Jonn: King ‘B‘aro calls me, but Billy
keeps me an’ th’ hul staff- bz.y from

-jmorn til nite watchin’ that he don’t steel

th’ Jeather hose ov th’ town's ole han’
ﬂ‘!;e‘enxllgeo- }I,‘y(’t l:eporzera trackin’ hing
aM. over South York. o £
Jaff: Hoo muckle are ye -til tak’ frae
Bifiv. John? -
John: Jus' a quarter ov a million!. It
should-be all he's 30!,—4!1" then he'd met

off easy. . - ;
Jaff: But dinne tak' it frae ye nor. wme
or Hame. ; ;

" John: 'Ju;s‘;thmy _an;uth'rrebe um Don.w

There's a 2 on hisg farm w

hid ‘rebs. for two months. in "37.. We've

aot to' put down th’ las’ remains ov -that

rebellion,. an’ th’ time's come now;  th’

ner-Temperance stroet,”

Inkerment is th’ tool, an’.I’m th’-
to ‘do:it! o h




