
y 11 you were to Judge by the Miller end the 

Squire, you would say they were a merry «et of 

pilgrims, who were bound to have i good time 

on their way to the shrine of Thor as à Becket. 

Chaucer, however, introduces to us others who 

more worthily sustain the characters of pilgrims. 

I shall juSt quote his description of two of these, 

The Parson and The Nun. It is worthy of your 

notice the close resemblance there is between 

Chaucer’s Parson and Goldsmith’s Village Preacher 

in The Deserted Village. Here is his description 

of the Nun, p. 6.

" Ther was also a Nonne, a Prioresse,

“ That of hire smylyng was ful symple and coy;

“ Hire gretteSt ooth was but by seynt Loy;

“ And sche was dept madame Englentyne.

“ Ful wel sche sang the semse devyne,

" Entuned in hire nose ful semyly;

" And Frensch sche spak fui faire and fetysly,

“ After the schole of Stratford atte Bowe,

“ For Frensch of Parys was to hire unknowe.
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