
STATEMENT OF THE ALLIED INDIAN TRIBES OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA FOR THE GOVERNMENT 

OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

PART I—GENERAL INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
The Statement prepared by the Committee appointed by 

the Conference held at Vancouver in June, 1916, and sent to 
the Government of Canada and the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, contained the following :

“The Committee concludes this statement by asserting that, 
“ while it is believed that all of the Indian tribes of the Pro- 
“ vince will press on to the Judicial Committee, refusing to 
“ consider any so-called settlement made up under the Mc- 
“ Kenna Agreement, the Committee also fculs certain that the 
“tribes allied for that purpose will always be ready to con- 
“ aider any really equitable method of settlement out of court 
‘which might be proposed by the Government.”

A resolution, passed by the Interior Tribes at a meeting at 
Spence’s Bridge on the 6th December, 1917, contained the 
following :—

“We are sure that the governments and a considerable num- 
“ ber of white men have for many years had in their minds 
“a guite wrong idea of the claims which we make, and the 
“ settlement which we desire. We do not want anything ex- 
“ travagant, and we do not want anything hurtful to the real 
“ interests of the white people. We went that our actual rights 
“ be determined and recognized. We want a settlement based 
“ upon justice. We want a full opportunity of making a 
“ future for ourselves. We want all this done in such a way 
“ that in the future we shall be able to live and work with the 
“ white people as our brothers and fellow citizens.”

Now we have been informed by our Special Agent that the 
Government of Briitsh Columbia desires to have from us a 
statement further explaining our mind upon the subject of 
settlement, and in particular stating the grounds upon which 
we refuse to accept as a settlement the findings of the Royal 
Commission on Indian Affairs for the Province of British 
Columbia, and what we regard as necessary conditions of 
equitable settlement.


