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of hone volunteers, about thirty men strong, huted

from town and drew up in the same court-yard* to bq

ready for a sortie, should it be thought expedient.

"* ** The Mississippi cavalry, comnnanded by major

Hinds, one hundred and fifty men strong, was en-

campKid in the rear, on Delery^s plantation. Our
outposts extended about five hundred yards in front

of the line.

** Different detachments, making an aggregate of ^

two hundred and fifty men of colonel Young*s ribgl- '

ment of Louisiana militia, were stationed at conve«

nient intervals, on the skirts of the wpod, behind the

line, as far as the Piemas canal.

" Four hundred yards behind the line, a {(uard

* was posted on the road, to prevent any one's going

out of camp ; and a line of sentinels extended from

that post to the wood for the same purpose.

** Although the above details show the number of

our troops to have ^amounted to about four thousand

men, including one hundred artillerists wKo did not •,

belong to any corps, it is nevertheless true, that ge-

neral Jackson's line was defended by only three

thousand two hundred men, the remaining eight hun-

dred having been distributed into various detach- ,^^

ments, and posted behind to guard the camp, for the \.

defence of the Piemas canal, and on the outskirts of
. ,

the wood." ^
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