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length it is, or rather will bo when finished, about three

miles. Tho courts of justice hold their sittinffs in tho

city-hall, a largo and handsome building of Massacliu-

8«!ttii white marble and brown freo-stone, which stands

in tho centre of what is called tho Park, a green open

apace on tho sidn of the Broadway. The prison, a gloomv-

looking structure, is too conspicuous, and excoodin^ly

handy, being i^o near to it that a " ponto do 'i sospiri

'

might be thrown across from ono to the other with great

effect. But it is not in the contemplation of the most

refined and magnificent works of art, that the European

travollor in the United States must expect to derive his

principal gratification. The public buildings in New
York for tho different purposes of charity, education,

and commerce, are very numerous ; but there are none

that can lay claim to his particular attention ; in a few

hours, witlt a little assistonco from a cabriolet or an

omnibus, ho might see all that is worth his notice in tho

city, considered merely as a collection of buildings, con-

taining 200,000 inhabitanU. It ia the extraordinary

energy and urgency of commerce that will chiefly at-

tract his attention. Tho wharfii on the North river are

flanked by superb steam-boats, daily and hourly em-

ployed in the conveyance of thousands ; those on the Eaat

river, by double and triple lines of the most beautifUl

merchantmen ; while the three streets which run suc-

cessively parallel to them might be taken for one enor-

mous warehouse, the pavement being* nearly blocked up
with merchandise from every counby, and exhibiting a

rattling and somewhat dangerous confusion of carts and

cranes, that ia quite beyond a " private gontlnman's be-

lief," till ho has seen it Altliough the actual numerical

tonnage of the trade ofNew York is four times less than

that of Liverpool, yet the appearance of bustle and busi-

ness is fitf more striking at New York : tlie reason is,

that there is so much more retail trade carried on in the

•latter city than in Liverpool, or any other citv in tho

world. Innumerable boats descend the North river,

Uden with timber, or live and dead stock, and provisions

fbr the marknts of New York, and carry back a petty

and varied cargo of wearing apparel and other necessa-

ry that are wanted in the mterior.

Although Philadelphia is a larger place, the balanOBof

t(»dB between New York and tlut city is usually, if not

aSmtft, in fevour ofNew York. Imported goods add at

nUOtdelphia, on account of the New York merehaUta

;
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