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the members in it, excepting only one diffenting vole ;

which every perfon, who is acquainted with the

nature of Councils of war, knows, are matters of

fecrecy, to which none but the Members and Se-

cretary are made privy, is a circumftance, which
with others, feem to me plainly to indicate that

he aflifted in thofe Councils, or at leaft, that

thofe circumftances were communicated to him
cither by the Secretary or fome of the Members
of the Council.

^A Upon the whole. Sir, nothing can be more
manifeft, than that the defign of the Briftoi

letter is to apologize for the conducft chiefly of

the General, though at the expence of the lUini-

fters : and 1 cannot but obferve, the writer's be-

flowing on him the high encomium, which the

Romans did on Quintus Fabius Maximus, viz.

^i cuNCTANDo rcftituit rem \ alluding to the

celebrated inftance of Generallhip, which Fabius

Maximus fliewed in avoiding to come to an en-

gagement with the Vidorious Hannibal. This is

a matter of too delicate a nature for me to en-

ter into a particular examination of. But I

think I may venture to remark one circumftance,

which feems parallel in the ftories of both Gene-

rals, viz. That as the Roman General's Coun-

trymen at firft faw his condudt in fo unfavour-

able a light that they pafled a public (a) cenfure

upon him •, notwithilanding which, as the Ro-

man hiftorian fays, he (b) obftinately pcrfiiled

in it : fo, many of the Britilh General's Country-

1

(a) Vid. Liv. lib. 23. cap. 25

(h) Vid. Liv. lib. 22. cap. 15.
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