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Oil vain and idle fchcmes, on ufelefs placemen^

penfioijers, and finecures, to the encreai'e of cor-

ruption, and exteniion of minillerial power and

influence. Hence a double evil accrues ; in pro-

portion as the natural llrength of the kingdom is

diminiihed, fo does the progrefs of venality en-

creafe, and tend to the diminution of our natural

liberties.

In confirmation of the well grounded policy,

which dictated the foregoing ordonnance, let us

advert to the condudt of the government of this

kingdom before corruption had become a fyftem^

and patronage had only confpicuous merit for iis

objeft.

" Henry VIII. it is recorded, gave every pof*

fible bounty to officers and feamen. He gave

them proper appointments becoming the zvealtb

andfovereignty of the nation ; that they ought not

impoverijh their private fortunes when abroad ; to

maintain their credit, andfupport the honour of the

Britijh flag.

" Queen Elizabeth, when fhe faw her crown,

and the Proteftant religion eftablifhed, by the

prowefs of her naval power, gave an inftancc

of magnanimity and gratitude worthy of fo

great a characfter. She granted nine thou-
*^ SAND A-YEAR, OUT OF HER OWN REVENUE,

which at that time was a very large fum, and

more than adequate to what would, at this pe*

'^ riod.
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