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in theWeft- Indies. Nothing more fully fliewa

the prelent want of that fpirit of adventure

and enterprize, which was fo common in the

two kit centuries, and which is of fuch in-

finite honour and advantage to any time of

nation, than that thefe iflands fo fituated can

He unoccupied, whilft we complain of the

want of land proper for fugar, and vvhilil: an

hundred pounds an acre is Ibmetimes paid for

Tuch in the Caribbees. This point, to any

who will be at the pains of ftudying the fitua-

tion of thefe iflands, and the confequences

which may refult from the improvement or

negledt of them, will appear of no fmall

importance : and perhaps an enquiry into the

caufes of the ftrange degree of backwardnefs

in which they are at prefent, may be a very

prudent and perhaps a neceflary meafure.
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CHAP. XXIX.

Hudfofis Bay. Attemptsfor the dlfcovery ofa

Nortb'Weftpajfage. The Hudfons bay com-

pany. Thoughts upon its trade. Climate and

foil of the countries there. Conclufion ,

TH E countries about Hudfon's and

Baffin's Bay make the laft objedt of

our fpeculation in America. X^e knowledge
of thefe feas was owing to a projedt for the

^ifcovery of a North-Weft paiTage to China.
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