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continues the chrnnirlcr, " was deplored in all

the cities, towns, and villages of Castile and
Leon ; l)y all peojik', ^reat and small, but /.'j/'t'-

cia/ly by poor i\ivaliirs, to whom she was ever a
benefactress." *

Another heaxv loss to Kinj; Fernando, about
this time, was that of the Archbishop of Toledo,
Don Kodri^;o, the (.'.rt'at achiscr of the kinj; in all

his expeditions, and the prelate who tirst preached
the (^rand crusade in Spain. He lived a life of

piety, activity, and zeal, and died full of years,

of honors, and of li'lies—having; received ])rincely

estates and \ast re\ onues from the kin^j in reward
of his services in llir cause.

These priv.ite aflliclions for a time occupied
the royal mind ; tiie kinj,' was also a little dis-

turbed by sonu' rash proceeding's of his son, the

hereditary I'rincr /Mlonso, who, beinj,' left in the

government of Murcia, took a notion of imitaiini'

his father in iiis conipicsts, and made an inroail

into the Mooiiih kin^'dom of \'alencia, at that

time in a state of confusion. This brought on a

f.ollision witii \\\wf, J.iyme of Araijon, surnamed
the Contjueror, who iiad laid his hanil uixin all

\'alencia, as his by lij.'ht of arms. There was
thus danger of ;. rupture with Aragon, and of

King l'"ernan(lo iiaving an enemy on his back,
while busietl in his wars in Andalusia. Fortu-
nately King Jayme iiad a fair daughter, the I'rin-

cess X'ioiante ; and tiie grave diplomatists of the

two courts di'li'rmined that it were better the two
children should marry, than the two fathers

should fight. To this arrangement King Fer-

nando and King jayme gladly assented. They
were both of the same faith; both proud of the

name of Christian; both zealous in driving Ma-
hometauism out of Spain, and in augmenting
their em|)ires with its spoils. 'Ihe marriage was
accordingly solomni/ed in X'alla'.lolid in the month
of N'oveml)er in this same year; and now the

saintly King I'ernaiulo unneil his whole energies

to this great and ci'Dwuing achievement, the > on-

H'jt of Sesille, the iini)orium of Mahometanisin
in Spain.

Foreseeing, as long as the mouth of the (iua-

('i iiqui\ir was open, tlie city couid receive rein-

' )rcemeiits and siippjies from Africa, the king

held consultatiDiir, with a wealthy man of lUngos,

Ramon Honifaz, or Boniface, by name—some
say a native of France— one well experienced
in maritime .iftairs, and capable of fitting out and
managing ,i lleet. This man he constituted his

aumiial. and sent him to liiscay to i)rovide and
arn; a lleet of ships and galleys, with which to

attack Seville by water, while the king should in-

vest it bv land.
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THK MIlsACl.KS WKOfClir IN Illri liKHAM'.

When it was bruited about that King Fer-

nando the Saint intended to besiege the great

city of Se\ille. all Spain was roused to arms.

The masters of the rious militarv and religious

* Cfonica del Key Don Fernando, c. xiii.

orders, the ricos hombres, the princes, c.ivalicrs,

hidalgos, anil every one of Castile and lA.'on

ca))able of bearing arms, prepareil to take the
field. Many of the nobility of Catalonia and
I'ortugal repaired to the stand;ird of the king, as
did other cavaliers of worth and prowess from
lands far beyond the I'yrenees.

I'relates, jiriests, and monks likewise thronged
to the army— some to take care of the souls of
those who hazarded their lives in this holy enter-
prise, others with a zealous determination to

grasp buckler and lance, and l)attle with the arm
of flesh against the enemies of God and the
Church.
At the opening of spring the assembled host

issued forth in shining array from the gates of
Cordova. After having gained possession of Car-
mona, anil Lora and Alcolea, and of other neigh-
boring i)laces— some by voluntary surrender,
others by force of arms — the king crossed the

Ciuailalquivir, with great (lilhculty and peril, and
matle himself master of several of the most im-
jiortant posts in the neighborhood of Seville.

Among these was Alcala del Kio, a place of great
conseipience, through which jiassed all the suc-

cors from the mountains to the city. This place
was bravely defended by Axataf in person, th'.;

commander of Seville, lie remained in Alcala
with three hundred Moorish cavaliers, making
freipient sallies upon the Christians, and effecting

great slaughter. At length he behekl all the

country around laid w.iste, the grain burnt or

trampled ilown, the vineyards torn up, the cattle

dri\en away and the villages consumed; so tlu.t

nothing remained to give sustenance to the gar-

rison or the inhabitants. Not daring to lir-gcr

there any longer, he departed secretly in the

night and retired to Seville, and the town sur-

rendered to King Fernandu.
While the king was putting Alcala del Rio in

a state of defence. Admiral Ramon lionifaz ar-

rived at the mouth of the (iiKulaU|ui\ ir with a

fleet of thirteen large ships, and several sm;;il

vessels and galleys. Wliile he was )et hoverir.g

about the land, he heard tif the approach of a

great force of sliips for T.uigier, Ceuta, ai.d

Seville, and of an army to assail him from tlie

shores. In this peril he sent in all speed for

Buccor to the king ; when it reached the sea-coast

the enemy had not yet appeared; wherefore,

thinking it a false alarm, the reinforcement re-

turned to the camp. Scaicely, however, h.ul it

departed when the Africans came swarming over

the sea, and fell upon Kainon lionifaz with a
greatly superior force. The adr.riral, m no way
disniayetl, defendeii himself viginously—sunk
several of the enemy, tc.nk a few prizes, and put

the rest to flight, remaining master of the river.

The king had he^'.rd of the |)eril of the fleet, and,
crossing the ford of the ri\ er, Iiad hastened to its

aid ; but when he came to the sea-coast, he f{niiul

it victorious, at v\hich he v\as greatly rejoiced,

and commanded that it should atlvance higher

up the river.

It was on the twentieth of the month of Au-
gust that King Fernando began formally tlie

siege of Seville, having encamped his troops,

small in number, but of stout hearts and valiant

hands, near to the city on the Iianks of the river.

I'rimi hence Don I'elayo Correa, the valij'.r.t

Master of Santiago, with two luindred and sixty

horsemen, many of whom were wailike friars,

attempted to cross the river at the ford below
Aznal F.arache. I'pon this, Aben Amaken,
Moorish kiiiij of Niebla, sallied forth with a great


