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< haractcr, aiul fsliow liow necessary it is lor our statesmen and iniblieists to make them-

sclveis thorouglily aec^ixainfed with tlie ruli'H and priiiiiples that govern .'ommunities iu

their dealings witli one anotlier. Though Canada is still a dependent state, yot her

imporlaiiee entitles her, as her recent history will show yon, to Ik- consulted and

represented on every occasion wiieii her interests are immediately all'ected by a i)roposed

treaty. Ccnisequently, every year that pa'sses gives greater scope to the i bilities and

learning ol' her public men. Tiie relations of Canada lo other peoi)les, and ospoeially to

aliens who are domiciled or mere temporary residents in the country, and the necessity

of obscrvint; the great moral elemei'ts (hat lie at the basis of international law—the

duties of hunniuity, comity and intercourse—entail responsil)ilities on our people which

must be enlarged with tlie increase ol'tiie wealth and i)opulution of 'lie Dominion.

Some of you who now hear my words may see the relations between the jiari>nt

state and its diti'ercnt dependencies undergo a very important change, whicli may give

our statesmiMi a direct and larger infliience on the destinies of the whoh' Empire—when
a Canadian will Intve as potent a voice on imperial allairs as a dweller in Kent or Devon.

Higher conditions of national existence must be in store for a country like Canada, ^vhicll

has expanded so remarkably in political ureatness Avithin a few decades. It nniy be that

the Imperial FediTidists will eventually iind a solution of the great problem they are

busy with in Great Britain and its dependencies, and Canadians will beconn' citizens of

the Empire in r(>ality. and as such able to negotiate directly with foreign )iations. Ihit

in any ease, as things are no\\-, Canadians must necessarily Iind it to tl eir advantage,

wliether lawyers or politicians or ordinary citizens, to learn sonn-thing of that public law

which governs the relations of .sovereign | i)les willi one another throughout the

civilized world.

Political Economy is anotlu'r of those useful studies which are naturally allied with

others on this wide domain. Look around us, and do w^e not see how important it is for

Canadians to understand the princiides or doctrines which have been laid down by

men like Adam Smith, liicar(b). Mill, Carey, and others I ]ieed not mention here, w'lio

have devoted their lives in luirope and America to a branch of science so fruitful of dis-

cussion, and so intimately connected wath the industrial and commercial deveLpment

and the raaterii»l prosperity and social comforts of a peoph; V I'^very year that passes

sees f estions connected with the health, and the improvement of the condition of 'ihe

labouring classes demanding the consideration of oar legislatures. Only last session of

parUament we had laid on the table a nirmbir of bulky V(dumes representing the work

of a commission apj)ointed by the Dominion (lOverument to entjuire into subjects of deei>

interest to labour. Or, when I refer to the fact that we have a " national policy" which

is practically a system of protection, I show you as Canadians how important it i.s to

understand the principles which recommmid it to so larg(> a body of people in the Dominion,

in preference to the principles of the opposing party who would have a sy.stem of indirect

taxation for revenue and would give a fuller (expansion to free trade with othe^ peoples.

With this study are intimately allied the questions of unrestricted reciprocity and com-

mercial union, which are of an economic character, requiring a large knowledge of the

economic conditions of Canada, and of the United tStates, and a thorough understanding

of the sound principles which should guide us in our international relations. An accur-

ate knowledge of statistics w'hich are .'lOw a recognized branch of economic science,


