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Hon. Mr. P-OWER-No, at tbe present
time these companles have the right to erect

pâles under certain conditione, and tbe pro-
posed amendme.nt provides that that rlght
may 'be abrogated on the appl4cation of the
municlpality to the commission. if the
commission thlnk It le In the public Inter-
est that the rlgbt of a company te erect
poles and string -wlres ebould be abrogated,
tbey bave the power to do It; and It Is a
etep ln the right direction. It le not s
radical nor as draetic as the amendinent
proposed by the bon. gentleman from de
Salaberry. But there le no question about
our havlng the rl-gbt to make thie enwct-
ment ; and there was some question as to
'çbether -we had the right te make the en-
acimient propoeed yesterdlay.

Hon. Mr. DAVID-Although the amenid-
ment preeented by the hion. gentleman fromn
de Salaberry does not go so far as I wlsb,
and as far as my amndment went, I think
tbat wben we cannot have the who]e loat
we must accept the haif loaf. The present
amendment is an Improvernent on subsectioxi
(d). I therefore -wlthdraw my amendment
and accept the amendment proposed by the
hon. gentleman from de Salaberry. If there
had ibeen no acquired rigbts on bebaif of
certain comps.nies whl'ch had been incorpo-
rated by the parliament of Canada years
ago, and wbo enjoyed those rights conferred
upon them by parliament, I -would flot ac-
cept the ameadmnent of the hon. gentleman
fromn de Salaberry, but wben we bave to do
withi those acqulred rlghts, I think this
anxendment goes as far as it' can go under
the preseat circumetanices.

Hon. Sir 'MACKENZIE BOWELL-As I
underetand the amendment Proýosed, there
le a materia1 difference; it 'provides that If
a request is made by a municipality tbe
board may do so and so, and upon suých con-
ditions as seem proper. The great differ-
ence betu-een that and thecbruise in the Bill
Ie that under the ameadmeat the board
might decree that the municipallty sbould
pay the wbole of the expense or part of the
expense attending it.

Hon. Mr. CLORAN-Thilt is It.

must be the judge as to wbether efficient
means bhave [been devIsed, for the purpose
of placing the wires underground,, and then
the niost Important point le that the rail-
way, whlcb ie compelied under the clause
ln the Bill to place their wires underground,
would have to .pay the expenses a*nd ha-ve
no dcaim for damages. There ie ties di!-
ference. The difference to my anlnd Ie
somewhat Important. Raflways affected
would bave to do it at tbelr own expense
ln one case, and lna the otber the board
mi.gbt decree that the railways or corn-
panies ebouid perform their work at tbelr
own expense, or they 'might: decree that the
iunicipallty would psy baif.

Hon. Mr. ELLIS-To my non-legal mind
It would be better not to Interfere w.Ith thie
clause. The Act Ie carefully drawn. a¶id
thie clause is eelf-contained. Subsection

(g) refers simp]y to the powers giv'en by the

tiret clause uad the seetion Itelf. and to,
travel býeyond that would eeem to me tu be

cntering upon an, unlcnown field which It Ie

riot well for us to explore. Subeection (g)
reads ne followe :

(g.) In case efficient means are devlsed for
carrying any such lunes or wires underground.
no Act of parliament requiring the company
to adopt such meane. and abrogating the rieht
given by this section to carry Uines on poies,
shali be deemed an infringemnent of the pri-
vileges granted by this Act, nor shall the corn-
pany be entitled to damages ln respect thereof.

1 th*ink It would ngt be wiee to go beyond

that. We shoul4 confine ourselves to sub-
clauqe (g).

Hon. Mr. OLORÂN-I call attention to the
declaration -made 'by the hou. leader of the
Senate. This ameadment le a wiild one.

Lt reads ' the whole on such termes and con-

ditions as the board may prescribe.* To-

day by our municipal lau- and by oui' pro-

vincial lau-, municipal -corporations can

force companies of telephone, telegraph,
Iight, heat, power or any other electric
ineans to put their wîres underground wîth-
out any recource for damages againet that
corporation. That ie our inherent rigbt

under municipal lau-. The hon. senator
cornes before thils uus-e and asks us
to allow this board bo dictate terms
and conditions to the niunicipality -who wifl

Hon. Sir. 'MACKENZIE BOWIEIL-Unider make that deinaad upon telephone. tele-

the provisions of the P111 the goveramnent igraph and other companies. 'rhat boaird inay


