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g{r?:ﬁ“t upper Chamber is not an efficient check.
H ou out wishing to speak disrespectfully of th_e upper
fow %€, I may say that we all know, except in some
bemlsohted cases, they have contented themselves with
Verg ere registrars of our Bills, which they read
> and, perhaps, correct some errors in spelling or
vmmar, and then send them down to us. They
are C fEXerted no real influence in the State. They
emp‘; Do use, and all that can be said of them is to
(Mr"g the language of the member for Lambton

Town), they have done no harm.”

Anq
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fé’}lr Senute of to-day. Its very picture.

Att:)r John A. Macdonald, who was then
rney General (West) continues his

E:) . .
n;g‘lmeut for the abolishment of the nomi-
ed Counci]

yet that Council was the prototype

€%
dentgo Wwould indeed understand the proposition to
Rece Y one Chamber entirely, but if it were thought
nesﬂcl;lry to have a check upon one branch, the other
must possess some real power.”

. bel- had

stltutxon, but that it had in effect no real
i Je"y and that wasone of the reasons why
Mep, ohn Macdonald, and the leading states-
an of his day, thought it advisable that
pOWUPPGP Chamber, which had no real

o, should be reformed. In answer to
L Prown, Sir John A. Macdonald said :
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<
&tit‘i{i a8 stating that we had not the British Con-
H o0 in the Province. We have it only in name.”
Qauson' gentlemen will remark that, be-
Sip © the upper Chamber was nominative,

0°Ilst,(‘) 0 says we have not the British
on] “ation in this Province ; we have it
Y in name,

P&n:::r-was intended in 1791 that we should have a
Dt of the British Constitution, and nominally
o t except in the difference between life and
Mave Ilot,ry members of the upper House. But we
;’1 fact - really the British Constitution, for we have
nqd 5,
gfo“::tmg d
ﬂ ‘nez Check upon this House ever exercised by the
Jon, geﬂ::;lo the Crown in the upper Chamber. Those
Bng he 1ien then, are fighting for a system which
ag"'inst © British Constitution, and they are fighting
('Onstitu:.“ attempt to introduce in spirit the British
b“tly eleeéon’ which is one hereditary sovereign, one
"“"ledia ed directly by the people and being the
Dle a‘millllmenca.l expression of the voice of the
e"‘breg’sil)n the other a body checking that numerical

Ve |

8ain §;
« “hSu' John goes on :
“"ﬂmbgr %Ck 18 necessary unless we wish our single
e"%utive Y degrees to absorb both the judicial and
Beqr 38 well ag legislative powers. It has pretty
Bo ¢ ock ; Thed the executive power already, and if
anq W}lanm' applied it will ere long absorb the judicial,
b 1t does that, the constitution is at an end.”
0.

ag

Parallelr.",’entlemen if the facts are not

00t oo DOW the executive power is
32;’ ly absorbed by the other House ?
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Now, Sir John says that when it comes to
that, we arc not within the spirit of the
British Constitution, and that our consti-
tution is nearly at an end. The position
with us, at present, is graver than some of
us imagine. Just now there is no great
difficulty in the way of governing the
country ; everything is in harmony ; but
I say it is ourduty to guard for the future.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—What do you
think of an elective Senate ?

Hon. Mr. POIRIER—I will,when I come
to the terms of Confederation, give the
reasons why it is we have no elective
Chamber now. In 1856 the nominative
House was replaced by an elective House,
but the statesmen of that day had not the

Itplain]y appears that the upper Cham-  ¢lement we have now to constitute an

authority given to it by the con-: . .
oy g Yy i Had Confederation existed then, as now,

easy and proper electorate for the Council.

the electorate for the second House would
bave been found or should have been
found in the Local Legislatures ; but there
was no Confederation as now, and they did
what was natural, and what was rational :
they created a special electorate for the
second House. That electorate consisted,
as hon. gentlemen are aware, of large
districts, 24 in Quebec and 24 in_Ontario.
That state of things went on up to

» Confederation, and at Confederation a new

departure had to be made under the new
order of things. My hon. friend from
Lunenburg asks me, why it is that we have
not an elective second Chamber? There are

ra great many reasons for it, but one of the

main reasons is this: that members of the

one o ish Gonstitntion, for 4 . upper House found it too difficult to can-
1 hamber electe irectly by the people | .., ] - i
ircetly o the Crown. No one in this| V858 @ Whole district of country, in order

ec‘tivca'n get up and state that there is a real and |

to be returned. Those gentlemen were
men supposed to be above a certain age,
and they found that they could not, with-
out injury to their health, undertake an
election which was exceedingly difficult on
account of the area that had to be can-
vassed and of the expense incurred; and
it resulted in this, that men in good stand-
ing, advanced in years, would not face an
election. Therefore it was thought advis-
able that the second Chamber should not
be elected by the people as was the case
in the lower House. At Confederation, I
am astonished that no one thought of a
second chamber elected by Local Legisla-
tures. There wasanalready prepared elec-
torate for a second House; such an electo-
rate as had been chosen by every civilized



