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The mandate of this mission expires on May 31, 1994. I
personally hope that Canada will extend its participation. It is
because of the problems that persist in Salvador that I asked the
Canadian government not to execute the expulsion order against
some 30 Salvadorans living in Quebec who were denied refugee
status. Unfortunately, the Minister of Citizenship and Immigra-
tion has not yet replied. Canada should also send observers to
the election that will be held in Salvador on March 20.

In Haiti, 11 Canadian military officers were part of the United
Nations observer group for the verification of elections in Haiti,
which was established in November 1990 for a four-month
mandate.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday we greeted in this House the demo-
cratically elected and legitimate president of Haiti, Father
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. The UN and the OAS are currently
trying to arrange for his return to Haiti. Resolution 875 of the
United Nations Security Council calls for the application of
appropriate sanctions against the military in power.

I hope that Canada will continue to contribute to the interna-
tional naval force patrolling the waters around Haiti and to the
immediate restoration of democracy in that country. It is also the
hope of the large Haitian community living in my riding of
Bourassa in Montreal North.

President Aristide was democratically elected on December
16, 1990, with 67 per cent of the popular vote. He thus
represents the will of the Haitian people.
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It is therefore time to step up and intensify the pressure on the
military regime of General Raoul Cédras. The UN and the OAS
must implement a full and complete economic boycott of Haiti,
which must cover everything except humanitarian, medical and
food aid, of course.

I hope that the government will be consistent with its state-
ments and act on this issue. Personally, I intend to watch it very
closely.

Canada’s role in conflicts in the world brings us to basic
issues involving the great values of solidarity and justice on
which we have wanted to base our society. From these great
values, our predecessors in this House developed a code of
conduct written into laws defining our duties to assist people in
danger and our moral obligations to those who are in extreme
distress.

We have wanted to extend these duties and moral obligations
not only to our fellow citizens who are affected but also to the
people of the rest of the world who are in conflicts which
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endanger their lives, by giving them significant aid which very
often means the difference between life and death for them.

These great values have guided our action abroad and earned
Canada its international reputation and credibility as a defender
of peace.

However, on his latest trip to Europe, the Prime Minister
seemed to want to call into question this great tradition and the
underlying values along with it by saying that Canada was a
little tired of playing the international boy scout.

This is a strange position, claiming to be part of the great
Liberal tradition which developed these policies of international
aid and backing off when the going gets rough. However, you
know your true friends in tough times and not when things are
easy.

Despite what the Prime Minister seems to be saying, I believe
that Canada must maintain its presence in areas of conflict
where this presence is deemed essential to the safety of the
civilian population involved. If today we deny this duty to
assist, we would not only break with some of our social values,
but even worse, we would limit our aid to people who are in
danger in Canada.

Of course, there is no question here of putting our soldiers in
dangerous situations. If their security must be strengthened by
giving them the means to defend themselves and carry out their
mission effectively, let us do it, but let us not withdraw them for
all that.

For the sake of human rights, the lives of thousands of
innocent people and the traditional commitment to UN peace-
keeping missions, from which Canada derives much of its
international credibility, Canada must continue to shoulder its
responsibilities. Canada must do so by promoting a negotiated
solution to conflicts, by working with its UN partners to ensure a
more effective role for peacekeepers, by maintaining and even
increasing its humanitarian aid to the civilians concerned, and
by providing adequate assistance to the thousands of refugees
who flee this terrible fratricide.
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Mr. Speaker, the conflict in the former Yugoslavia and the
ethnic clashes in Bosnia and in Croatia have led to the displace-
ment of hundreds of thousands of people. Civilian and ethnic
minorities have been the victims of mistreatment, rapes and
murders.

According to figures published in November 1993, more than
4.2 million people from Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina have
been forced to leave their homes or are caught in the battles.
More than 800,000 people have taken refuge in other countries.



