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Considering all this, I wonder if he would not agree with me
that the words in “Budget in Brief” saying, to quote the finance
minister, that come hell or high water we are going to look after
our seniors are not just words.

If we are going in the hole that quickly with additional interest
charges which is interest being paid on money that we have
already borrowed, we are going backward so rapidly that in spite
of this government’s words we are not going to have the capacity
to be able to look after our seniors.

Mr. Gagliano: Madam Speaker, let me assure the hon.
member and all Canadians watching as of this moment that there
will be money. The Government of Canada will be able to keep
its commitments and pay pensions to seniors.

The difference is that the Reform Party sees everything black,
it is the end of the world. The member acknowledged that we
have made real cuts. We have a balanced budget in terms of real
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cuts and it will encourage economic growth. The deficit will
disappear. The deficit will be reduced by creating jobs.

What the Reform does not understand is that by creating jobs
people work, pay taxes and will increase the number of dollars
that will come in. The government will pay the debt.

The problem that we had in the past 10 years was the previous
government committed to certain targets that were never met
and the expenses were higher than revenues. For the first time in
Canada our operating budget is in surplus. That is what the
Reform Party does not want to understand.

[Translation]
The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): It being 6.52 p.m., and
since no member wants to take part in the adjournment debate,

the House stands adjourned until tomorrow at 2 p.m., pursuant
to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 6.52 p.m.)




