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Government Orde;'s

Thai tire said Speciai Cornmittee shall have ail the poweis of a
Standing Conrmiittec pîrsrîant Io Standing Ordcr 108(l); and

Tha th1e siiîd Speciai Comrnittee bec omposed of eight miembers, Io
lie i coin ne nded hy t he Sti-i k ing Coin n i t tee.

And on thc amendment of Mr. MacLellan:

That tire motion Ne aînended Ny adding the following words:

'ýand liraitihe said Speciai Conrînîttee niake ils final report Io tire
Ilhanse no later thian Friday, lFei cariy 15, 11)91.''

Mr. Robert D. Natult (Kenora-Rainy River): Madam
Speaker. it gives me great pleasure to risc in the House
today to speak on Motion No. 23. It is my intention I0 try
and explain my views on this issue.

Before we get into that, 1 wouhd like to mention my
disappointment that Bill C-80, the bill that xvas before
the House, was so hurriedly put together in June and
hecause of ail the difficulties with it, ail the holes in il,
that is, it is such a bad bill, that members opposite have
decideci that they cannot continue \vith it because il is
not ex en acceptable to government members.

1 xvould like to read Motion No. 23 to the House. It
rcads as follows:

'lia t a S peeil C'criirrrrirtee cf tire h Irese of (cor irons tie
apprrirtied to stidy Irle srihjeet rrratter ch Bill C 8S0, air ;ICt to aiend
tire (Ci inial Code afii Irle Cristonrs TIIrnhh in eoiscece irereot:

'l'i tIrle sa id Speeja i Corii ru ttee slu ill rave a il Irle por)ve r s of a
Stairdîing CoîrrIirirtule prirsuirrn to Staîrdiig Oi-der 108<1); anrd

Srat Irle Sard Speciai C'oiririiittee he eorrposcd of eiglît mirîhers,
to Ne i-coirriirerrdied hy tire Str-ikiirg (Cirritte.

1 find this verv dilficult to understand. COn the one
biand xve have a bill that supposedly bad extensive
c(tnsultation and'had been looked at extensively by the
Minister of Justice and her deparîment, and on the other
hand, because membcrs opposite do not approve of the
bill and finci it 10 be offensive to their constituents and 1
suggest particularly 10 rural Canada. the minister bas
decided to withdraw the bill. If this particular bill had
been the subjeet of wide consultations ancd the informa-
tton and the changes in the bill bad been put to the
Canadian Wildtile Federation, the National Firearms
Association and the Ontario Arms Collection Associ-
ation, members opposite would have realized very quick-
ly that there were dtfficulties with the bill.
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I would like 10 go through, in chronological order,
areas of eoncern of the bill and also areas of the bill that
are acceptable 10 members like myseif who are from
rural Canada.

1 would like to start with portions of the bill that we
find Io be very difficult to comprehend. That is the
negative aspect of Ibis bill. These are areas that I suggest
very strongly the newly formed eommittee have a man-
date t0 look at. 'Fhe first area is the belief that changing
the suzes of the magazines and clips of particular weap-
ons would enhance and improve the situation. Mass
murderers, the criminal element and certain individuals
in Canada use certain types of weapons wbether tbey are
xvitbin the law or not.

If Bill C-80 was to go throughi, the government would
be outlawing over one million clips that are presently
being used in Canada. It would also outlaw hundreds of
thousands of weapons that are presently being used.
These weapons have a built-in magazine. This built-tn
magazine has more than a five-clip capaeity or five-boît
capacity.

1 question tbe wisdom and the reasoning of tbe
Minister of Justice, wbo presented this piece of legisla-
tion. Why does she feel that reducing the size of a clip
will stop incidents sucb as the one that took place in
Montreal last year?

Another area that we must look at very seriously is the
Firearms Acquisition Certificate which is presently in
place. There is a belief that there is a need for two
references. 1 question the reason why one would want 10
bave references. similar 10 passports, and whetber any
individual in Ibis country will want 10 put their name
forward 11) make a social and moral decision on their
own. This individual asking to purchase a Firearm
Acquisition Certificate and in essence, purchase a gun, is
of sound moral and social character.

1 do not know how an individual will be able to make
that type of recommendation and put bis or ber name on
tbis certilicate. Most gun owners that I know would have
great difficulty doing that, because one really cannot,
witbout îîrofessional help, make that kind of decision.
That is going t0 make it difficuht for many gun owners
who are certified and who bave gone through the safety
course to be able to gel the sport rifles that they are
looking for.

15666 COMMONS DEBATES November 23, 1990


