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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, Ociober 14, 1970

The House met at 2 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS

THIRTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF ELECTION OF MEMBER
FOR NANAIMO-COWICHAN-THE ISLANDS

Mr. Speaker: As hon. members know, today is survival
day. That being so, I felt it might be appropriate if I
were to mention one of our colleagues who has a survival
rate rarely matched in the history of our chamber or,
indeed, of Canadian politics. I refer, of course, to the
celebration by the hon. member for Nanaimo-Cowichan-
The Islands and his friends and colleagues of the thirty-
fifth anniversary of the hon. member’s election to the
House of Commons. The hon. member was first elected a
member of this House in 1935 and served here until 1944,
when he became Premier of Saskatchewan. In 1961 he
resigned that office to become the federal leader of his
party and returned to the House of Commons in 1962. I
am sure I reflect the views of all hon. members when I
extend on their behalf and, indeed, on behalf of the
people of Canada, our congratulations on this occasion
and our very best wishes for continued health and happi-
ness in all the hon. member’s endeavours.

® (2:10 p.m.)

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. T. C. Douglas (Nanaimo-Cowichan-The Islands):
Mr. Speaker, I am seldom at a loss for words but on this
occasion I am afraid that is the case. I had been hoping
that my long period in public life could be kept secret. I
want to thank Your Honour for your kind words and to
say how much I have endured—

Some hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Douglas (Nanaimo-Cowichan-The Islands): —en-
joyed these years in the House of Commons.

An hon. Member: Endured and enjoyed.

Mr. Douglas (Nanaimo-Cowichan-The Islands): I know
how much the public and hon. members opposite have
had to endure during those years.

When one has served this long in public life one ap-
proaches the end with mixed feelings. Someone described
mixed feelings as the feelings of a man watching his
brand new Cadillac going over a cliff with his mother-
in-law inside. I have a feeling of satisfaction for the
associations I have developed over the years and at the
same time a certain feeling of sadness because as one
advances in years one recognizes that one’s parliamen-
tary career must eventually come to a close.

I should like to thank you, Sir, for your kind words and
to say what a great pleasure and honour it has been to
sit in this House under your direction. I have sat as a
member under many Speakers but I do not know of any
other Speaker under whom I have sat with so much
pleasure and with such a great sense of appreciation.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Douglas (Nanaimo-Cowichan-The Islands): I should
also like to say how much I have enjoyed the association
with members of all parties in the House. We have our
political differences but in the House of Commons, as in
politics generally in Canada, there is a fellowship and an
understanding of each other’s viewpoints. We may not
always agree but each of us recognizes and believes that
other members are trying in their own way to serve the
best interests of the country. I should like to say to my
colleagues in all parts of the House that I appreciate very
much the tribute they have paid me.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

NATIONAL CAPITAL COMMISSION

DELEGATION OF PARLIAMENTARY RESPONSIBILITY TO
MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO IN CHARGE OF
HOUSING

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): Mr. Speak-
er, under Standing Order 41(2) I should like to table
copies of Order in Council PC 1970-1781 which designates
the Minister without Portfolio in charge of housing as the
minister responsible to Parliament for the National Capi-
tal Commission.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

RESTORATION FOR MURDER AND CERTAIN ACTS OF TER-
RORISM—REQUEST FOR UNANIMOUS CONSENT TO MOVE
MOTION UNDER S.O. 43

Mr. Cliff Downey (Battle River): Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to Standing Order 43 I ask the unanimous consent of the
House to present a motion on a matter of urgent and
pressing necessity. I think it very fitting that this motion
be put on survival day.

There can be no greater and more pressing necessity
for action by any government than when the rule of law,
the foundation and framework of any society which
aspires to be democratic and civilized, is mocked. The
rule of law is mocked when weakened by permissive



