
COMMONS
Elretieuï of Speaker

time in the public press the statement bas
appeared that Mr. Casgrain was to be eleeted
Speaker of this house. Tliat ivas known. Lt as
been the eustom that that should, in a generai
senise be known, and I do flot think that. the
first minister or any person connected with the
goveremnent madýe sny statement to that effeet.
Rat ber it w-as aceepted as indirating what çvas
to happen, becauSe the first ministeýr woutd net
undertake te plcdge the judgment of this House
of Commens, w-hich is the judgment of the
obole house, xxith respect te somithing which
is net a party matter but j; oni fer the house
itscif te eonsider.

Undir these circurn-tancr" I flnd it necessary
te direct attention te the fart that there is a
statute dcaiing w-ith the position of Speaker L'a
this chamber. It is net as though thi ocre a
i-iiatttir îî t ccx crid by taxi. It Ns net as titougit
it werc a matter in which the high priviiege cf
inîliainent must be left te chance, tù the
imiag:naticn or te vain reching; after. Thcy
are known; thiy are prcvidîd fer. And in
eviryU case whiro thanks bave bren gix-en te a
retiring Speaker cf the British lieuse cf Cein-
mcnŽs tbic have atw-ays brin ihanks for main-
taining the priviloes cf the hoeuse. It is my
unfertunate duty te a-k hcave te rîfîr te what
o a- said by the tate Sir Wilfrid Laurier o hen
in 1888 be bad te dcal o ith a scincaxhat simitar
situation. It Ns an unpie asant duty, but ore
o-hich) I must dl-chargeP in fairnîss te mvsrif
and fairnezs te thc-e oiih whcrn I arn azs---
ciated. Tbcîe hon. members as;eociated with
me. at1thcughi a qemait iceity. hav e a, rigbt
in this ch-cuber te teck for tint naeasure cf
ju;,ticr and that nireasure cf impartiatity w-hicb

tucrî-Ž:ive rnîratiens havi îeicrarcd te be the
suprcime tcnt cf fitnîss fer ony man te hcld
the hich office cf Spe-aker.

I find that in 1868 the partiamînt cf Canada
tbcîîghit it nerîssary at once te dral w-ith a
situation which woutd arise in cennectien with
empicyee; cf the Hiue cf Cemmons. The
HcuSr cf Commons Ns oct, -hall 1 saY, an mare
appendagc cf ihe gox crment. Hon. ii)irs
oit! ialirc thiat it Ns soeiîhbing more than a
mecc assrmht v. Wr are ni'nihers cf ihe high-
est court in the landl, the highi court cf pachia-
ment, and it is cîîr obliga tien te maintain
itact tue prix ilegei o f this court anti te guarti
ibm na frein încrocrhmcnt or attack, frcm whiat-
ex ir soucers thry may cccve.

I find that in chapter 27 cf the statutre cf
1868 a provision o a- pa-zCed re-zpîcting the
intrnai icconemv cf th2 Hou-r cf Common-,
ond for etiier piîrpcsîcs. It prex hic; fer esmi-
maveý, it prex-ides fer dutirs cf the scrgraît-
at-ai-i, il prex hie- for, cloie- cf lthe cterk.
under certain cirriim-tanee t aid indicate; how
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monrys are te b" deait with. Then it pro-
cerds te dcal oith the eonduct cf the admain-
istration cf the Hou-e cf Cemmenns iLseif. In
that rennectien section 9 Ns as- fcieo-i-:

If any remplilt or represeutatien shahl at
any time be onde te the speaker tor the time
heing, cf the miscenuiit or unflîniess cf any
rleîk, efficer, messenger or ether person attend-
ant ot the Heuse cf Conns, now or itere-
ctter te be ajtp-intrtl it shali be law fui for
the said speaker te cause an inquiry te be
onde jute the cendiiet or fitness cf suclh per-
soni; and if tiiereupen il shahl appear te the
speaker that; strli percon lias bren guitty cf
îojsceuîiîîeî or is unfit te lîeld bis situation,
the speaker miay, if surit rien:, ethecer, narsseniger
or ether porsen bias bren appeloîrd Ly the
crewt, suspendtii indt report surît suspensien
te the goverutor, and if lie lias tiot bren
appeinted Ly the crox uth tbmhb speaker naay
suspend or reinve scri percen, as the rase
nîay Le. anti cîch percon shal lie so socinended
or reived, as te rose nîay Le, accerdingly.

That -ou mvili fand in tue rex Ned statutes cf
Caniada. chapter 145, a ioter statute, tho trrms
cf w hidi prex-ide for the appoint iaent cf a
cmmis-sion cf intr-ai erencmny, te cenist cf
four mnai brrs cf the King's Privy Couriil
n-lie arc memibers cf the Heuseocf Cern-
icons, and the Speaker. Thev ccnst itute the
commishsion cf intrîal ercony fer whlicli
ptroxvision is mtade iîa sectionîs 15 and 16 of
Ctiaptecr 145, w hidi cirai witlî tue Heu-c cf
Cenans. The coifmission cf internai
economy bias te deai witli proem cf ad-
iistratian iii ronnecticeon ith lthe hou-e. I

s'hall content my-;ctf nin Ity v peintimig eut
tia t thar sergeant-at-irms ha- certain 01)11-
gatiens and that te Speaker bias certain ether
obligations o itb respect te mattîrs cf capcîîdi-
turc and provi-ion fer payiaant te titce ai-b
itiax' lc rngagcd fer the purpose cf conîlîctiîîg
the buscin-ess cf the lieuse.

Nox, whlat (le o-e feud? Wr find tbis, tiîat
afler titi attenivnt o as mode in the prcss thlat
MIc. Casgraia w-as te be matir Speaiker cf the
House cf Cemmeons, on Januiara' 28, 1936 tre
w as sent liv tue su-geant-at-arrns te upwzîrds
cf 12u emipîoccs cf titis Hou-c cf Ceminens a
notice cc:îdieg as fcilews:

I a 111 iiisiruti tct iîîfcra vou lIt it avili
Le inmpossîie te ceoîtinueî yeiir empîcyment oii
te staft cf te Ileuse cf Coutînioîts after

Jaitîciy 3 lit îîext.
Ytîtrc ftîi thfuliy,

Tii documnict Ns signud h-s M. F. Crrg,
sergeant-at-urnis. and thib nianî cf the peri-on
te xi ca te notice xvas sent is orîttîn in.
Tiic-r instrurtions camne freux Mc. Casgraîn.
He lîad tue sanie riglît te gix e tliena as lthe
veuotngui-t or mcds ltuiile meether cf tiîis
lieuse. Hc uîîdrrtcek te ui '-mu-s frein the
putîblie sorvire b>' bis onier permaanent officiais
cf titis bouse-I sa>' purinanent officiais,


