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The Address-Mr. Poster

The hion. member for Lunenburg (Mr. Duif)
as reported at page 448 of Hlansard says:
1 do say that~-

Spoaking of the hion. member for Victoria-
Carleton (Mr. Flemming).
-no lion. meniber ehouiti corne here andi try to enae
out that týhese rai.hvys have gone tu, the badt t he
extent of $572,000,000 ini the lest five yeara. Wbat arn
the resl facta?

Hle then proceeds to give the figures for
the last six years es $674,975,272.45 and for
the f rst yoar of the six-year period as $102.,-
149,778. By subtracti'ng the one frein the
other we get $572,M)O,000, the exact figure
used by the Deputy Minister of Railways and
quoted by the hion. member for Victoria-
Carleton. Moy I point out that the figures
f or 1925 have flot been added. On two or
three occasions I endoavoured to obtain frem
the Department of RaiNvays and Canais a
statement of that amount lut up to the time
I arrived 'here for t-his session I waau unable
to Ôbta.in it. In saying that I have no desire
to find any fault with the Ra.lway depart-
ment; the fault was very largely my own.
I found no disposition thero flot to give me
the information, but iup to the moment it
had flot arnived. What the figures are for
1925 we do not know, but it is sale te asme
thaït they are in the neighbo>urhood of another
hundirod- million dollars, which will bring the
amount in the last seven years up te 775 or
800 million dollars. It has been poinited out that
half of that amoümt was spent undor the pre-
vious administration and probably a littie
better than half by hlon. members opposite.
I submit there may be muoh in thaît contjen-
tion, but I want te point eut to the flouse
and te those in the country who, may be
privileged to read my rem-arks, plus the inter-
jection, (that the M4 million dollars thoit was
sipent by the preceding admninistration on the
simalgamation was a necessary eicponditure;
and secondly, that it was not only necessary
but was wisely expended. New who, says9 sci?
Net the Miinister of National Defonce (Mr.
Maedbkald), although I wouid accept -his
word; not an hion. memnber on this side of
the flouse, but the man who -made an insipec-
tion of the Canadian Nation-al RailwayB i
19M2 direetly alter smuming charge of the
road, 'Sir Henry Thorntonl. He -took with
him. the be& experts ini the country and m@Ad
a minute examiinatien freminthe standipoint of
operation and of construction and of keeping
the railway up te the standard Èoi ithat it would
be prepared te go ahosd and de business. I
refer te, the very firit report ýhe made te thia
gevernnent, who, by the way, employed hlm;
and who certainly are as hie is, the servant of
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the Dominion of Canada, the people of this
country.

1 submit te this Heuse that if one mon-
tions the president of the Canadian National
Railways above is breath hoe is criticized.
because forsouth we are supposed net te say
aniything regarding 'this man. But if any
question ie raised here about him, hoe is privi-
leged te go te the four corners of the country
and say " The hunting season las coin-
menced." Thle flouse of Commons has
opened., and h-on. members in pursuance of
their duties in this Houas are msking semee
inquiries inte what has been, done with the
peopie's rooney. They are examining into the
situation, and their interest in the matter is
eharacterized as the "epening of the hunting
seazon," when the Canadian National Rail-
way is being hunted by memibers of this
flouse. I subanit that a little more hunt-
ing would net be amis in a certain quarter
but I çoant te read what the p-resident of the
Canadian National galways said alter mak-
ing that extensive examination of the rail-
way:

The report of the previous board of direotore for
the year 1921 was in the nature of a three-Year
survey uf the operstions and development of thèe
uines as a goverient-owned mytemn. The year 192
oompletes the four-yea, perioti of umtled managemnt
of Me. &ormer Canadien Goveminent rafiwaYs naid the
Canadien Noi-Vhern railway systero.

And I may say that the amalgamation wau
f or the purpose of administration. The re-
port continues:

The opeiations of the Grand Trunk Padiic, WhUie
only under complet. coordination simee October, 1020,
or tivo and1 a quarter yem, have been inciuedt for
the f u peiioti for comparative purpw.

Mr. POULIOT: Will the hon. niember teill
me what relation exists between the Canadian
National railways and the Australian treaty?

Mr. FOSTER: I will lave that te the
intelligence of rny hon. friend. I believe he
has more intelligence than lis question would
indicate te the flouse. The report continues:

During tie perioet the government has provideti l[WU
sumox of noney .for the. physieal improvernent of thèse
properties, for coordination facilites for atiditionai
roffing genek anti for brench line construction.

On -behaif of the board, I would like tu ebat. tdm1
after inspection of tAhe main arbuies of the systeni,
we finti that the work undertaken bas bean wei pr-
formeti, andti at the expenditures on a system, of aucli
extent in a growing country, as the former board "tteti.
are nover ending, yet ih way be aaid that the
dire. groupe cf Urnes, unhui reonty the Canadian
National rtiiways, enter -the conacidation in excellent
physical condition andi operatine aet a 'bigh mnark of
elffiiencv as regards actual peformance or moveinent of
traffi and other factors conlcoilebie by management.

I submit there is justification eut of the
*mouth of the servant of this corporation the


