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wanted the two races to be united in order
to carry out the work of confederation.

It was necessary to prepare for the defence
of the land, in the firm determination of the
country to remain British. And so long as
there was a British nation existing, the
people of this dominion were resolved to re-
main a portion of it. He was certain that
even if the expense were heavy for such a
purpose, it would not be repudiated. He was
almost ashamed to state before the great
House of Commons of the Dominion of Canada
that he required so little money to carry out
so great an organization. (From the speech
of Ma)rch 31, 1868, before the House of Com-
mons.

On the first of May, 1868, when moving
the House into Committee for the consider-
ation of the resolutions respecting fortifica-
tions, Sir George Cartier said:

While it was conceded that Canada could
always claim the aid, in emergency, of all
the resources of the empire, it had been
thought only just that the dominion should
share the expenses necessary to make this
assistance effectual. . . . If it be contended
that such works are unproductive, it may be
said in reply that Canada has now reached a
stage of development, when following the
example of other nations, it may oppose a
barrier to invasion. By thus raising a bar-
rier between Canada &nd its neighbours,
Canada solemnly declares before the whole
world that she desires to remain united to
Great Britain. When the great fortifieations
previously mentionned, are built. English cap-
italists will be still more firmly convinced
that their funds are secure in this country,
and Canada will then become a field of protit-
able investments for British capital. Thus
falls the objection to a measure which is
nothing else but the very measure i.10posed
by the imperial government itself. That ob-
jection that I foresaw, and which consists in
saying that the country is going to spend large
sums of money on unproductive works cannot
stand.

What he said about fortifications and
the Militia applies with greater force to
the conditions with which we are con-
fronted to-day. But Cartier spoke also
about a Canadian navy. It must not be
supposed that he was opposed to it. At
the sitting of the 31st of March, he inti-
mated that this policy would be taken up
later on. He said:

I do not contend that the present Bill pro-
vides for the organization of the naval militia.
That is left to the Governor General in
Council.

Speaking of that isolation policy, which
is being preached by my hon. friend in the
province of Quebec, may I not remind him
of the language used by his former leader,
Sir George Etienne Cartier:

Isolation can never lead to our national
glory; that is to be found in effort and in
fight. In days gone by, we arose in arms to
resist despotism™ and tyranny, and later on
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generously to defend the fiag of the mother-
land. Now in peaceful emulation and rivalry
through the paths of business we strive with
our fellow-countrymen for the first place.
Any race of men having overcome so many
difficulties, fought so many battles, and suf-
fered with such constancy in resistance to
monopoly and tyranny, must be a fighting
race, able honourably to hold their own with
any other. ;

Let us beware of belittling the minds of our
fellow-countrymen by the narrow views we
may ourselves take of political and social
questions. The idea will perhaps be derided,
but deep thinkers have held it to be true that
the citizen of an independent mation is moral-
ly and intellectually greater than the inhabi-
tant of a colony. His intellectual vision
ranges over a broader exnanse, he having to
study graver questions and to deal with more
serious interests.

Let us therefore avoid surrounding our na-
tionality with the mental disabilities which
exclude success and greatness. The sphere of
our activity should be constantly enlarged,
that we may become great and noble by the
works of our children and our champions.

Confederation will extend that sphere,
while also giving to our inner life, to our
family life, a happiness and a joy to wus
hitherto unknown. We will be free and abso-
lute masters in the administration of our own
patrimony.

But I have already spoken at too great
length, and I must crave the indulgence of
the House while I offer a few more re-
marks. My hon. friend from Jacques Car-
tier, when concluding his speech the other
day, referred to the rhetorical delusions of
the Prime Minister of Canada. My hon.
iriend himself indulged in a few literary
reminiscences. He spoke of Paul of Tarsus.
He also quoted Byron, who, describing the
agony of the Dacian gladiator dying in the
arena at Rome. said:

He heard it, but he heeded nmot—his eyes
Were with his heart, and that was far

away;
He recked mot of the life he lost mor prize,
But where his rude hut by the Danube lay,
There were his young barharians all at play,
There was their Dacian mother—he, their

sire,

Butchered to make a Roman holiday—

All this rush’d with his blood—shall he
expire

And unavenged?
your ire!

Arise! ye Goths, and glut

In the province of Quebec—because this
is for Quebec consumption—the Dacian
cladiator, whose blood is oozing from him,
butchered in the arena, is the French
Canadian fighting for the Brtish flag, and
the young barbarians are supposedly our
sons. We, the French Canadian members
of the House are, of course, responsible for
that state of things. Who are the Goths?
I suspect that in my hon. friend’s mind,
the Goths are the Yankees beyond the
boundary who would, no doubt, invoke the
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