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‘Department of Militia and Defence. These es-
timates contemplate the House being invited
to vote 81,250,000 for the Departmment of Miii-
tia and Defence. Some years ago complaints
were made to the House and to a commit-
tea of this House, against the character of

‘the supplies, the uniforms and materials gen-

erally dealt out to the militia. I took the re-
sponsibility of bringing that matter before :
committee of inquiry. A large amount of
evidence was taken, and the committee made

“a report. That report was submitted to this
House, and was the subject of diseussion. I
contended at that time that the evidence
showed @ mest unsound system in the pur- |
cliise of militia supplies. the result of which |

Cavas bad material, bad workmanship and con- |

sequent loss to the Government.

Cears, the House declaring itself perfeetly
satisfied with the administration, with the sys-
tem in foree, and the way it was being worked

~out. Not an hon. gentleman on the other side |
of the House was found prepared openly and ;

publicly to express his disapproval of that con-
dition of
among themn who recorded thelr votes in ap-
proval of the administration, had been almost
in open insurrection against the department
hy reason of th» existence of these very. griev-
ANCeN,
11y that everything was Leing done that the
public interest demanded. that the systemt in

force was all that was needed. What was |

the, system ? A member of Parliament
through the guise of i . corporation con-

tractor for the sale of supplies t the de-;
paronent | no system whereby public compeii-

tion was invited ; but the whole arrangement
appearad to be either the result of corruption
or¢ negligence, certainly a violation of the truc
spirit of Parlinment in allowing a member

of  Parlinment to he a  coniractor to
these  enormous sums  each year.  There

being  thoze - relations  between the ' con
tractors and the Government of which I
bave spokeu, it followed that there was not

that proper supervision over the actions of

the contractor that otherwise would have
obtained, amnd the result ' was, whether
‘through political influence or whatever it
might be, there were sold to this Govern-

ment thousands of dollars wort: of material

and supplies for the use of our militia that
were in no sense in compliance with the con-
ditions of the contiact, and in no sense
. were fit supplies. But as I have said, it
- was idle to talk to the House. The evidence
was conclusive, we had the testimony of veter-
ans in the service, whose testimony was
certainly not likely to be adverse to the
‘Government, if the facts would not warrant
it, everything was ready for a reformation,
except sound public opinion in this House
and in the Government. Matters went on as
before, and last November the officer com-
manding Her Majesty’s forecs, I suppose, from

a sense of duty, was obliged to put himself on
; and

‘record in regard to this state of affairs
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iHowever, ;
the arzument and the evidence fell upon deaf .

affairs, although some military men |

Nevertheloss the House told the coun- |

N6

 betore this House resolves itself into Com-
“mittee of Supply to vote another million and
a-quarter to o maintain the Pepartment of
Alilitia and Defence it is due that asserances
cszould be given that there has been a change
of method in regard to the managemeut of
the milivia force. Permit me to read to the
' House from the report to which 1 have re-
“ferred, which is dated 30th June s, T nder
“the head of equipment, T find this paragraph
“in the report of the eofficer commanding ths
Department of Militia: ‘

The condition of a large proportion of the cguip”
nent in, use in the militia, is even worse than 1 have
already represented.  Not only 1 o wreat part of v
worn out with age, but much of that which is wssned
['have seen
- caddlery and other equipment, when issued fresh from
store, which failed to endure the ordinary usage of o
Ctwelve days” camp. 1 have seen boots that_had been
Dissned to suldiers, the leather of which had no more
U consisteney than paper.
gSpeaki‘ng« of stores, the commanline officer
‘goes on, in:a later ‘pa‘ragmph, te say

The svstem under which clothing, arms, equapment
and military stores are’ now procured and dssued o
i the militia, appears to Me open 1o Very serions objee-
| tions. o o )

, The rm-:si\.;“wihility for purchasing stores, making con-

faad

Pas new is of the worst possible quality.

| tracts, viewing the stores farnished by contractors, as
U well as for their custody and final issue, is &1l vested
in one office, regardless of the conflict of opposing
interests, affected by the performance of duties of
such widely different character. Tt would seem more
in accordance with business principles to vest the
respousibility for purchase and contracts in the tnan-
cial or civil branch of the department,and givetothe
'military executive the duties of custody, Inspection
i and issue. This would be more easy since the amount
! of stares {exclusive of obsolete andcondenmed artieles)
in possession of the departient amounts t ittle more
than an ** expense store” .c:x‘lc_-\i'late\(l to meet the cur-
rent requirements of the militia, but not providing

Efm any reserve. o Ll |
! I submit that the House is entitled to guaran- .
tees on these certain points. We are entitled .
to be told, first, is the manufacture of the
clothing of the militia of Canada directly or

indirectly under the same management as
before ? In the second place: are tnose con-
tracts filled by the same contractors ? 1 do
not mean by a new deal, because I under-
stand that, in order to get over the criticisms
that were very properly directed against
the system sonle years ago, the then contrace-
‘tor with the Government has Lecome a sub-
contractor and another person appears as
direct contractor, while, I understand, the.
work of manufacturing the clothing goes on
in the same establishment as before.’ 1
submit that it is due to the House
that it should be informed - whether the
clothing ' is - manufactured at the sane
' establishments as heretofore. If so, with
| the record supplied to the Committee on
Public Acecounts, which this House = said
was wholly - valueless evidence, and with
the testimony of the officer commanding, I
think the time has come when we should
treat those contractors as all persons treat
unworthy contractors, men who will not live




