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condition fron every mile of the Canadian Pacifie
Railway. We have found a conipany to construet
the Canadian Pacific Railway upon terns and con-1
ditions agreei upon hetween iParlianent aid the
executive Government on one side, and the parties
who becaie that. corporation upii the other. I
apprehend that the terns of Union would be )
strictly adhlered to if the Interielonial Railway
were transferred to a private corporation, by any
agretiiemit between the Government and the persois
who might be found disposed to forn sueh a cor-
poration. It is the fact that. the railway has been
con.-itructed, and that it hias been available for the 1
people who were intended to use it, that constitutes i
the essenîtial portion of the compact :zand whether 1
tlat roail is worked by a coission. whetlier it is
iler the direct charge of the (G*tvernmiient. or

whîethlier it passes into the hands of a private cor-
p'ration, the terns and conditions of Unim iwill 1
have been equally complied with. The lion. nenulmer
for AILert, (Mr. Wel'Ion) has pointed out, in the case 1
of the railways in somte of the Australian colonies, 1
that thev have been more profitably worked uinier1
a e(iimissioni than they had been undîtler t lie 9
direct management of the Executive: anid he i
also states that. the charges upon passengers and
uponui freight is le.ss, under the coumml issini, thanl it
was under the (ovemiiient îmanagement. r tlink
that Mr.1 Galt, ii his book on railways. in which lie
aidvu 'c:ttes the ownership of railways by the ;overnî- 1
ment of the countrv or by the publie. points oit
that high ra'iilwav rates do not nean large revenes,
and lhe gives instances of several railway corpora-
tions iii the United Kingdlomuu tlhat entered inîto
active competition vith eaci other and greatlyi
reuiicel thicir charges for freight and passengers
andi the result of that reluction was. durinîg its euîe-r
tinuanciie, a munch larger revenue than undter highier
chiarges. I have no reason to doubt. looking at
the mnî'uîopoly that was enjoyed by the overnment
in the various Australian colonies. that the samne
result wouldi follow a reductiont there as elsewhere.
If the prices are redutced, there are no doubt man
persons w-ho will travel upon railways who wou
otherwise remain at homne. They v would visit i
their friends, travel for pleasure, anîd travel for
blusiiess. which thev would undertake to manage in
some other way than by personal superiuntenidenîce
if the rates were continued hiigh. I do not knowt
how far the improved condition of the Australian1
railways is due to the reduction of excessive char-
ges, anîd how far due to superior imanagenienit.
Tiere are nîo doubt great differeices between the
position of railways iii Catatia and tihe positioni ofi
railwavs in the Australian coloiies. There all the
roadis belong to the (Govermnuîent ;they are public 1
works and undertakinigs ; they nay charge wm7hatj
rates they please: anidthose charges. so far as I
understand, are uniformly applied in the variousi
sections of the country, whether they are thickly1
populated or sparsely populated, whether the par-c
ticular portion of the road is profitable or not.1
You only ascertain the general results, not the1
particular results as to particular sections of the1
road. Mr. alt, in hiis work on the Governient 1
ownership of railways, points out as one of thei
adv-antages that a country would enjoy fromi prblici
ownership that the rates may be made uniforni,
and that persons living in sparsely settled districts
are put on an equal footing with those living in 1
distriets more thickly populated ; and that, no J
doubt, is true. He also points out that there are
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very few points where there is competition : that
where there is not conmpetitioi there is mîonuopoly.
and there the road mav increase its charges: there
are few competiig points, and those points enjoy
particular advantages. He also observes that as
long as the private ownership of railways is per-
nmitted, wlen vou confer upon railway corporations
sone of the powers of sovereignty you oughit also
to impose upon thei some of the obligations of
sovereignîty : and Parlianent oughît to interfere
ani see that excessive charges are not made where
there is n possibility of competition-that. iii fact
1the rates ouglit to be reguîlated where competi-
tion will not regulate thenm. Now, in the case of
the Intercolonial Railway the impression generally
exists, anti I think it is jiot altogether unifoinuieul,
that it has been largely run as a political institu-
tion : it lias been mn in the interest of a party: it.
lhas been oticered by a party and umianaged by a
pa-ty :antl so the respousibility being to party.
t he leaders of whicl are iniider certainC obligations
to the otticers who have earnetl by political service
their positions and the distinctions which they oc-
ellpy, it is not easy to exercise over then that
supervision or that, control that would be exercised
by a private corporation or by a commission.
Now, it seemîis to nie thiat Parliaient has scarcely
dischiargel its tluty in this particular instance.
I think we do not soi nmchi need a coin-
mission as a eoummîittee. We oughit to have had
long ago a parliamentary ienquiry into the muan-
agelmenît of the Intercoloniial Railway. It is not
paying expeises. Large deticits exist : chai-ges
are liai ulipon the public treasury : hurdens iare
imposetd upon a population whiclh already contri-
bute to the maintenance of railways in their own
portion of the couitrvy. These. intleed, may be
private corpIirations. yet for ithe carriage of freighît
and for travellinîg they are contrilbutors to the
maintenance of these private corporationîs. For the
same purpose. without living along theI ine of the
Intîercolnial Railway, they are contributors to that
publie corp.ration, and it is al important question
to considier whether, on account of these roads be-
ing public piroperty, you are conferring u1pon1 those
who aire using thei advantages over those who
are using private railways ii their ow localities.
I thîink that is a fair subject for parliamuentary
enquiry. It is a fair subject to ascertain wvhether
the hu-dens imposed upont these people ii the iway

Of freighîts and charges are less than are imposed
(n those whio atre obliged to use private railways,
antid whether the conipetition of private railways
is suchi as to iake it possible to bring the freighîts
and chariges in these districts up to an equality
with those that exist elsewlhere. In my opi-
nion, tliat is an enquiry tlhat iughit to be iade
by this House. I think the actual condition of the
road, the etficiency of its mianîagenient, the charges
that. are mnade for freighits and passengers upon it,
as compared with the charges made iu other sec-
tions of the country siiilarly situated, ouglht to be
known to this House. .After all, wlien we look at
whîat lias been done we see that the road, in the
first place, was located in a section of the country
in uhich ve were told it was necessary to locate
it, so that it would be as far as possible fron tie
Anerican ..boùndary. It was located on a long
and circuitous route ; it was not a route that a
privaté corporation would have chosei on com-
niercial grounds for the romotion of trade and
coinerce ; and we have lad contributions mnade
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