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ARTICLE XIV
Dispute settlement

(1% Either Party may initiate dispute settlement under this Article regarding
any matter arising under the SLA 2006 or with respect to the implementation of
Regional exemptions from Export Measures agreed upon by the Parties pursuant
to Article XII.

Z Except as provided for in this Article, for the duration of the SLA 2006,
including any extension pursuant to Article XVIII, neither Party shall initiate
any litigation or dispute settlement proceedings with respect to any matter
arising the SLA 2006, including proceedings pursuant to the Marrakesh
Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization or Chapter Twenty of the
NAFTA. For purposes of this paragraph, “litigation or dispute settlement
proceedings” does not include actions related to alleged civil or criminal
violations, including USICE/USCBP investigations or administrative penalty
actions, or any proceedings related to such investigations or penalty actions.

3. Dispute settlement under this Article shall be conducted as
expeditiously as possible.

4. A Party may initiate dispute settlement under this Article by requesting
in writing consultations with the other Party regarding a matter arising under the
SLA 2006. Unless the Parties agree otherwise, the Parties shall consult within
20 days of delivery of the request. The Parties shall make every attempt to arrive
at a satisfactory resolution of the matter through consultations and shall
exchange sufficient information to enable a full examination of the matter.

3. The Parties also may agree to submit the matter to non-binding
mediation by a neutral third party in addition to, or in lieu of, the arbitration
procedures set out in this Article.

6. If the Parties do not resolve the matter within 40 days of delivery of the
request for consultations, either Party may refer the matter to arbitration by
delivering a written Request for Arbitration to the Registrar of the LCIA Court.
The arbitration shall be conducted under the LCIA Arbitration Rules in effect on
the date the SLA 2006 was signed, irrespective of any subsequent amendments,
as modified by the SLA 2006 or as the Parties may agree, except that Article 21
of the LCIA Rules shall not apply.



