
The rote of NATO is also evolving beyond just defence, and is moving to take on an increased
political rote and increased membership. As U.S. interest in NATO fades, Europe is poised to
take possession of NATO structures, with one possible evolutionary change being to widen the
rote of the European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP). NATO provides an opportunity for
outreach, and the ESDP crates an opportunity for interaction at a bigh international level. One
participant recommended that Canada strengthen its participation and presence at the Council of
Europe, as the Parliamnentary wing of the Council of Europe provides an opportunity for outreach
and discussion with European counterparts. Canada should use ail potential relationships to
develop a Canadian presence.

The question arose as to whether Canada should focus its energies on the EU institutions, or on
member states. On some issues there is substantial national j urisdiction, on others that is
transferred to Brussels. It was noted that many decisions are taken in Brussels, but that most
business is couducted with individual member states, work to influence member states is done in
the capitals. It was suggested that candidate countries for EU membership deserve special
Canadian attention while opportumities still exist for improved Canadian visibility and influence.

I conclusion, it was noted that Europeans niake attempts to cooperate with us because they ofien
expect Canada to take a principled position on issues (such as the International Crirninal Court
and human rights). Canada and Europe also tend to share a common sense of purpose and values
i the UN. However, it was azreed that Canada has to address its lack of visibilitv in Eurone.


