
A number of leading figures in the Karaite and KrYnIChak conmmnities devoted a
great deai of tirm and effort to fully inforrning the Canadian teamn about the challenges
faced by these rnail ethnic groups. Ini particular, we were taken on a detailed tour of
Chufut-kale, an ancient Karaite fortress located in the mountains near Bakhchisarai. The
leaders of the Karaite community in Ukraine hope that by establishing an open-air museumn
in this picturesque location they can preserve fimportant elernents of their historical and
cultural legacy, and also provide employmnent opportunities to young members of the
coinmunity.

On the last day of the formiai progranum in Crimoa several rembers of the
Canadian team bad an opportunity to meet with the local media during a press conference
in Simferopol Approximately 20 journalists attended the press conférence, which resulted
in several articles and radio commentaries in the local and national media.

Following the formaI. progranune some ioerbers of the Canadian team renmined in
Crimea for several days and lived with a Criman Tatar family in the village of Veseloe,
near the town of Sudak. This provided. us with an excellent opportunity to observe, at
first hand, the day-to-day life and problenis of the local population. lIn addition, we were
invited to attend a village meeting during which local Crimean Tatars voiced their
grievances to village officials. Our observations and numerous conversations with village
residents played a crucial role in supplementing the informnation gained from the semiànars
and meetings described above. Since Veseloe is typical of miany other villages in Crimea,
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