
Tatsuro Kunugi said that a strong central goverrimient in Japan has acted as a pre-emptive force to
the development of the Japanese NGO community. There is virtually no working relationship
between NGOs and corporations in Japan. Those NGOs which attempt to monitor and influence
Japanese busmnesses abroad are perceived as extremist. Challenges posed to corporate govemnance
amidst globalisation are rarely discussed in the Japanese media. Reasons for this situation
include the lack of job mobility and the "job for life't security offered ini many Japanese
corporations. While international monitoring would flot be practical, the work of grass-roots
monitoring organisation using the Internet could prove effective. He said that the initiatives of
Indian NGOs were impressive, especially in the context of the diversity of India's NGO
conimunity. John English's account of trying to develop a Canadian code of ethics laid bare the
complexity of the issues and the challenges in bringing diverse sectors together.<

Terumasa Akio (Japanese NGO Centre for International Cooperation) echoed Toshihiro
Menju ini describing the state of the NGO community in Japan. NGO work does flot offerjob
security or status. It does flot pay very mucli and support mechanisms for the NGO community
are non-existent (L.e., tax exempt status). Whule the situation has been slowly improving over the


