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Mayor F. H‘ LaGuardia of New York = Chairman
Vice-Admiral A, W. Johnson, U.S.N. (retired), Washington
Major-General Guy V. Henry, U.S. Army, Washington ,,
-Captain R, W. Ruble, U.S. Navy, Washington ‘ '

. Lte=Col, Earl Wm, Hockenberry, U,S. Army, Washington
John Hickerson, State Department, Washington - Secretarx

The first task of - the Permancnt Joint Board on Defence was
the: preparation of over-all plans for the military, naval and air
defence of the two countries, plans which are now working smoothly
and effectively, : Canadian and American forces are operating jointly
in Newfoundland, Labrador and Alaska, Combined United States and
Canadian military forces, supported by naval and air forces of both
countries, re-occupied the island of Kiska in the Aleutians, August,
19434 Co-ordinated Canadian and American naval and air operations
are constantly taking place in the North Atlantic,

On the recommendation of the Boakd . a conference was held
which resulted in the co-ordinated progranne £or air training on
this continent, :

The Board is also respons1ble for the establishment of an
efficient system of airfields .connecting the heart of the continent
with Alaska; and for the construction of the Alaska Military Road,

The air bases, built by Canada, were -opened  to traffic in September,
1941 and proved of great assistance in the construction of the road,

The Alaska Military Road; built by United Stdtes ‘Army Engineers with

the co-operation of the Canadiah government; was opened November 20,
1942, There are a great number of other projects which are being
carried out-either jointly or by the forces of ohe or other country as '
& result of decisions: jointly reached, which prov1de a coeordihated Syse
tem of continental defence, but which for security. reasons have been
necessarily secret,

The problem of a growing shortage in Canada of United States
dollars to pay for essential war purchases from the United States, and
the problem of waste and unnecessary duplication of production facilitles
On the North American continent, sugbested the extension to the economic

‘usphere of the Ogdensburg Agreement,

. On April 20 1941, the Prime Minister of Candﬁa and the Presidemt
of the United States, after a conference at Hyde quk, issued what is now
known as the Hyde Park Declaration:

“"Among other important matters, the President and the

Prime Minister discussed measures by which the most

prompt and effective utilization might be made of. the

productive fa01lities of North Ameriéa for'the purpose

both of local and hemisphere defence, and of the assist-
ce which in addition to their own program both Canada

and the United States are rendering to Great Britain

3 and the other 'democracies, !

‘It was . agreed as a general principle that in: mobilizing
the resources of this continent each country should provide
the other with the defence articles which it‘'is best able
to produce, and, above all, produce quickly, and that
production programs should be co-ordinateéd to this end,

“While Canada has expanded its productive capacity manifold
since the beginning of the war, there are still numerous
defence articles which it must obtain in the United States,
and purchases of this character by Canada will be even
greater in the coming year than in the past. On the other




