
The Atlantic Industry rlch ln resourcos and experlence

Canada's Atlantic fishing industry is based on several resource strengths. One
is raw material. The amount of fish In coastal waters depends on the width
of the continental sheif, which in these parts, is one of the widest in the world,
reaching in places out beyond the 200-mile zone - and some of the world's
richest fishing grounds are found above it.

Other Canadian fisheries assets include an unsurpassed pool of sklls and
experience and a highly diverse fishing fleet. The Atlantic fishing industry
employs 52 300 fulI-time and part-time fishermen. The fleet comprises two
main categories: some 29 000 vessels of under 19.8 metres (65 feet) mak-
ing up the "lnshore" fleet and about 30 000 vessels over that size - the "off-
shore" fleet. The offshore category includes 240 large trawlers owned by a
few companies which combine processing and fishing operations. These
vessels cani spend 10 to 12 days at sea, and can fish in aIl kinds of weather,
year round, even in the wind-lashed, ice-infested waters north of Newfoundland
and Labrador in winter.

Vast stocks of groundfish (so called because they live close to the ocean
bed> are the backbone of the Atlantic fishery. They include cod, flounder, red-
fish, haddock, poolock and turbot and are caught by both inshore and offshore
fishermen, with about 45 per cent of the catch taken by the deepsea trawlers.

The groundfish catch is converted into many product forms. About 60
per cent is sold as frozen fillets and blocks, 25 per cent (almost aIl of it, cod)
is salted. Less than 10 per cent is sold fresh.


