
Size of the Induotry

The Phillipine mining and quarrying industry includes a

broad range of firme erigaged in the extraction. dressing and

beneticîating of mînerals--generally elassified as metallic and

non-metallîc [21.'Mining aiso refera to underground and surface

mines, quarrîes.*weIls and ail supplemental actIvities ne.ded ta

render the material marketable [31. Minîng firms are generally

olassified according to the type of minerai they *xtract.

* I~n 1986, there w.re 165 large mining and quarrying

establishments. in the country--with only 20% of those taliinq

under the foliowing.mtallic-min.ral subsêctors: gold, copper.

nickel and ehrodite. However, these four subsectors contributed

87.4% 6f the mining sector's output of P14.2 billion. M4ost of the

mininq sector's labor force of 52,321 were aisoe*mployed in the

four subsectors. Noreover, capital *xpenditureu. of these

subsectors amounted to P570~ miIIion--68% of the'mining sector's

total capital expenditures (se* Table 1.2).

Product ion and Exporta.

The Philippine mining seetor grew at a remark'able pace in

the seventies. In 1970, the value of min, production was

rsgistererd at P1,541. million (US$ 260r million). Since then,

production has riserrto P10,782 million (US$1,436 million> in

1980--refiecting an apnual average growtb of roughly 120% for the

10 y.ar period.

In contra:t, the eighties was a period of stagnation. After

1980--a boom year for most.metals and minerais-- the valCie of

mine prod uction in US dollar ternis lias contînously declined for


