
offensive operations further afield.N Nevertheless, the crucial roie of the Hermes and its Sea
Harriers i the British operations ini the FalkIands War was obviously n<ted by Ininnaval
sftrategists.

There are no indications that India intends to add additional carriers i the ftr, nor
is it Iikely to given the enonnous cos of acquiring, and operating, these most exesive of
naval ships. This does not leave India with much flexlbility ini developing a srtgy for its

carrier operations because thnte vessels is the absolute minimum required to mainifif at least
one on permanent station in the Indian Ocean. Moreover, aircraft carriers cannot sal unescorted

but requiro a full conplenient of warships i the supportig carrier task force. It is

inceivabie that India would be prepared to tie up so many of its naval asesi such a

narrow carrie protection role. Nvrhlsdespite their limitationis, India's aircraft carriers are

potntill caabl o fufilin imorasa-control facin ihnthe bounds of their

opeatinaleniromen. Ieywoud pse cnsieralestrategia rbli for most of the
littora iae in the IninOenbut it must be oted that the crrer would teslves be

vuneabeto ln-aeai takbadncdplanes suchas theF-16s of Padtnand
Sinapoe nd the F-1Ss of Australia.

Wheea aful eacotrl apbiit my nt e ttinbl, sa-enalcaactymay

well be and the Ida ayapast eprun uhasrtg.Crir r setal

seaconrolinsrumnts bu sumarnesare used for e-nilpros.Ii igfcatht
the underwater element bas seu the fastest growth i the Indian navy#. Idas sbaiefleet


