ANNEX II C

Statement by the Canadian Minister for External Affairs (The Hon. Lester
Pearson) at the Fourth Plenary Meeting

Mr. Chairman, this item on the agenda, which I apologize for returning
to, item 5, is headed “United Kingdom and United States Declarations”,
I assume that under it I would be quite in order in expressing great apprecia-
tion for the statements which have been made by you and by Mr. Dulles this
afternoon, and I hope I would not be ruled out of order if I make a short
declaration on behalf of my own country. A

Your statement, Mr. Chairman, if I may say so, was one of historic
importance. If it is thought, as it sometimes is, that the United Kingdom
looks across the Channel more intensely in war than in peace-time, that feeling
certainly must have been removed by your statement earlier this afternoon.
To me it was all the more impressive because I recognize that the source of
the power and the glory of this island has been its vision across the seas.

The statement of Mr. Dulles was also important, not only for the develop-
ment of European unity, but for that larger Atlantic community development
with which we are all concerned. Indeed, as I see it, European unity cannot
be effectively secured unless the lines not only across the Channel but- across
the Atlantic are strong and unbroken. My country has a part to play in this
Atlantic aspect of the problem. Therefore, we accept the continuing obliga-
tions arising out of our membership of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
and we are resolved to continue to do our best to discharge them. The
disappearance of EDC does not, we think, affect those obligations, because
EDC—though we were indeed disappointed in its disappearance—because EDC,
as we saw it, was a means to an end and not an end in itself. We are here
to find an alternative method of accomplish the same purpose. That alternative
method, that alternative arrangement, must include the association of Germany
not only with the defence of Europe and the West, but—and this is, I am sure,
equally important—with the development of the Atlantic community; an
association to be brought about in such a way that the fears that we have
inherited from the unhappy past will be replaced by a new and better hope
for the future.

So new methods are being discussed this week and new solutions are
being sought. As far as we are concerned, however, the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization remains the focal point of our participation in collective
defence and of our hope for the development of closer co-operation with the
other peoples of the Atlantic community. As such, it remains a foundation
of Canadian foreign policy. Indeed, enduring and whole-hearted support
for NATO is for us a policy above politics on which I think our friends can rely.

That support in defence matters is now worked out each year by consulta-
tion through the appropriate agencies of our organization—that is, NATO.
Apart from mutual aid, it now takes the form of naval forces, an infantry
brigade group, and an air division of twelve jet fighter squadrons stationed
in Europe. We will continue to assist in the common defence through the
existing NATO procedures until better ones are agreed on. The presence
of these Canadian forces on the European continent is not only a measure
of our military contribution to the common defence, but an evidence of our
belief in the future of the North Atlantic community.
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