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The Rat Guard Used ini the Philippine
Islands.IThe question of seeuirinag a rat guard

that would give effieîent service and at
the same tinie iet the other require-
ments has long been the subjeet of con-
sideration by the Ulnited States quaran-
tine authorities in thue Philippine Is~lands,
says Carroll Fox in Public Iflalth Re-
ports. There hais reccntly been put into
use a guard patterned alter the eouibined
ideas of several of the ollieers. which
answers ail purposes. it is, in the first
place, an effective barrier against the
passage of rats; then it is cheap, readily
applied, liglit, and not easily mnade un-
serviceal)le by hard usage. It is built on
the single disk plan-. It has been fournd
that the double disk is cumbersoune,
'though it rnay be effective, and is readily
put out of service by lte rougli usage
which it is bonnd tu receive. The style
of rat guard which combines the points
of a guard anîd trap is theoretieally al
riglit, but practically of little value.

The special features of the guard under
consideration arc these: A sîngle disk in
two parts with arms (funnels) front both
sides. It is hinged by bolting at the
pcriphcry of the disk. There is a guide
perinitting a perfect opposition of the two
parts of the disk when elosed. It is ad-
justable o rnany different sizes of~ îope
and when plaeed on1 the line fits closely
by tying on bolli sides. Rivets are used
throughout, thus increasing the strength.
The distal portion of the arms is cut
longitudinally into three 8trips s0 that
they may be bent to conte int iuinediate
contact with the rope when tied.

The details of construction as worked
out after considerable experience are as
follows: Fiat sheet galvanized iron is
used for ail parts of the guard; 20 tu 24
gauge answers best, for that weight of
iron is strong enough and docs flot make
the guard 'too heavy. The shield should
nlot be less than 3 feet in diarneter. The
funnel tubes should be 18 inches long on
each sîde of the shield. The central aper-
ture can be made to fit any size of rope.
One mnade for a 3-incli diameter rope will
serve for ail smaller sizes. When made
or used for encircling a number of lines
at flhc same time the shield should be 4

feet ina diameter and the funnel tube en-
larged and supported by five flanges and
five rivets instead of three. Tfle guide
piece, which is the one important feature
of this guard, is rÏveted oit one side onlly
and thera bent arotind thle c iretnt ference.
Thle rivets w hich faste> the ftnnel i ubes
go throughi the tube tlaaîge>; ont ceh,, side
of the shield. One boIt, twu w asiiers, and
tive rivets arc needed for ecd guard.
When badly (lamaged by use or eareless-
ness a bioek, of wood and tia hanimer are
all that iýs reçquired tu esore the guard
bu its fornmer tiseftilness.
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