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THE NECESSITY OF A NEW ORDER.IN. COUNCIL TO CONTROL PRICES.

The Food Board has been in existence eight
months and many people have asked, What has it
done? At times certain of its orders have been
criticized in and by the press. Even this Journal
has not always viewed with favouI.' the orders, and
no doubt the Board itself will admit sSome mistakes,
but taking into consideration its short existence, its
limited powers and its very limited staff, the work
accomplished by the Canada Food Board ig little
short of marvellous. The nature of the work so
far as it affects the municipalities through the
local councils has been ably placed before our reg-
ers month by month by Mr. Ernest prerts, but of
the general propaganda, having for its object the
conservation of food on the one hand and the great-
er production of food on the other, the genera] pub-
lic has but a hazy idea. What the average citizen
does know is that he, or she, is restricted in the
use of sugar, flour, ete., and that in some way Great
Britain and the Allies are getting the benefit of it,
but to what extent he does not know.

Perhaps the best evidence of the Food Board’s
activities is in the following excerpt from g recent
bulletin :

“The effect of these measures (Food Board Orders) may
be noted by the increased exports to Great Britain and
her Allies. In the case of beef, these exports have in-
creased over the average exports for 191_0-1914 by 75,000,000
pounds per annum, or 8,795 per cent.; in the case of pork,
(including kacon and lard), the net exports have increased
by 125,000,000 pounds per annum, or 571 per cent. |4 is
estimated that Canada has exported at least 25 to 30 per
cent more wheat during the last twelve months than could
have been exported had it not been for conservation and
organization of this country’s food resources.”

This is something to be proud of, and Mr. H. B.
Thomson and his colleagues are to be congratulated
on the results of their efforts, particularly when
it is understood that their staff and their powers,
as already mentioned, are limited. Take the staff.
It is questionable if it reaches a hundred, whereas
the Food Controller of the United States has a staff
of over 4,000, which means that the Canada Food

Board has to depend largely on voluntary and loeal
assistance, but even thig does not near represent
how the above results were achieved. To get to
the real means of accomplishment we would have to
visit the headquarters of the Board, talk with H.
B. Thomson, and then we would realize what per-
sonality meant in achieving something.

But there is a part of the Food Board’s work
that needs developing‘_namely control of prices.
We fully recognize that the primary object of the
Board is to get foodstuffs over to Great Britain and
her allies, and that to achieve this object certain
regulations had to be made and carried out, con-
cerning the consumption of food, but as yet no seri-
ous attempt has been made to regulate the prices of
those foodstuffs allowed to be used in Canada, the
consequence is the consumer has been exploited
to such an extent that it unnecessarily hurts, and
it is. time this exploitation wag stopped. It is true
that there is in force an Order-in-Council'giving the
Minister of Labour certain powers to regulate, in
conjunction with the munieipal councils, the prices
of foodstuffs, but the order for all practical pur:
poses is a dead letter, because it is unworkable, so |
that if the Government ig really in earnest in regu-
lating .prices it must try some other method—some-
thing more direct. Our suggestion is that the pre-
sent Order-in-Couneil regulating prices be rescind-
ed and that a new Order be made giving the local
councils power, with summary jurisdietion, to con-
trol the prices of all foodstuffs sold within their re-
spective municipalities, and that administration of-
the Order be made part of the work of the Food
Board. 1In this way the local authorities, who are
in daily touch with the people and their require-
ments, would be made responsible, either through
a committee of the council or a local commission,
for the proper administration of the Order. Ag it
is, no one is responsible, and the profiteers are

having the time of their lives.



