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To thme Editor of thme J1omemmal

W E discover iu readiîg the editorials iin the last

J OURN, AL, aiud ini readiug aise the Qiclute, -v

and inauy et tbe etbcr Canadian publica-

tions, that the prevailing idea sceus te be that the

untertunate dwcllcrs on tîuis side ofet inhe are

nothing but Il white traslî " witb lew ideals aîîd

sordid aims.

We do miot protess te kuew wbat the standard of

j udgiîîcut inay be, but wc are incliried te tbink that

in îîuany cases it is inainlxJ iîmaginationl, aiid a sert

et vague impression tbat since wc are net Britisiiers

or worsbipers of ail tbat is Eiiglis l don't yen

kîîew," wc îîîust be îîîcre wortlîless ciiîberers of

the Ilground."

We are quite willing te admiit tbat as a people,

the people et the United States have ihîcir tauits,

but when as a people we arc broadly accuscd et

fellowiuîg lew ideals we tbiîîk it would be quite ap-

prepriate te give the grounds et the judgiuciit.

If the wboe tault lies ini the so-callcd tact that

we wersbip the alîîîighty dollar, and that iuere nia-

terjal and external prosperity is tbe Ilbe-ail and

tbe end-all - of our existence, wc weuld like te eall

yonr attenîtion te ene or two observatiens.

During iny very pleasant sejeurn et seven or eight

years in. Canada, tbe fact was poinîtcd eut te nue

witb untold pride net only once, but doecns et tiîîes,

tbat ncxt te the Bank et England, wbicli was thîe

iiglitiest iiioneyed inîstittion lu the world, the

Bank et Moutreal took its rank. The tact tlîat the

Canadiaji lacific was the best equipped and tie

if'ost moîdern transcontinental road, 1 was îiever

allowcd te ferget, and was etten told timat tliengb tliere

were ne mlen in Canîada se immîensely rîcli as soine

et the Auicricau i ultji ilillion aires, tberc was stili a

solid backbene et wcaltb tbat gave unassailable

stability te tbe wbole country.

Wbile we admit these conîtentionis as beîng tacts,

we subînit that the way ini whicb tlîey were reiterat-

cd gave uis te belive thiat other people thian those et

the U.S. teok a pîlde in îîaterial presperity, aîîd if

this censtituîtes tbe low ideal et wbicli wc have

heard, the cbarge iuay cever moere grouîid than we

would like te admit.

But ahl else aside, permîit nie te say tlîat if the

judgmcnt with regard te our positionî and aiis 15

bascd upon any er aIl et the tbrcc telewinig couîsid.

erations, we are nnt sîîrprised tbat it slieuld be made .

Wbcn you take jute censideratieul our comigressieimal

debates, our daily press auîd our imuicipal goecrii

mneut, we admit tîmat yen or any observer bas a Per-

fect right te draw the striçtest interehices. We as a

people, I eati assure yen, are iîy no îueaîs prouid of

our achievemnts iu auv eue et these liues. And it

is tinfortunate, but it is truc, that these are the uîest

conspicuells features ini our iustittiins to ie casual

obiserver, an ( riglîteous disgust at theîu is hiable te

couccal ail the mernts tbat muay exist in other more

substantial and muore reprcseutative lines.

B3ut cveu wben these tîn ce elenieuts iu our

national lite arc muade the liasis ou whiich the criti-

cisul et oul- whîole existence anid ideals is placcd, wve

weuild urge that there are cxtenuatiiig cire uistau ces,

even bere. It will bc admitted that in a dcicracy,

xvbere thc xvorst eleument bas as powerful a voice iu

pub)lic matters as the bcst, it is just in these tbrec

particular liues tbat thc cvii cttccts ot the systein

will lic uiost coupicuous. The best mueu, even thc

representative muen of our- couimtry, uevcr sec the

jusimie ot our ceugressi"ual halls, and we resclît it, il

as a pl)e we bave te i)e judged by tbat stan-

dard. I)evelopiuents of later vears, h amn sure.

w'ould cause even Canadiaus to besitate te judgc

their wbolc country by the mecn who rule in its

pehitics.

As te the uewspapers of our country, tbcy tee, te

a large exteut, pander te the appetite ofe mnasses,

and wbile we bave ucwspapers tbat are pure and as

upliftiug ini tbeir tendeucies as anv jînbhislied any-

wlierc, tbesc are ijet the papers wbich reacb the

entside world. Sucb papers as the Philadeiphia

Ledgcrî ai-d the New York Tribuiie, aic cuiipletely

buried uinder the cvii glitter ef sucb sbects as the

W'orld.
As te muunicipal gevernumeuts iuuch the saine cen-

(litions. exist as have already beeu neted ini regardl

te our congress, It is the Ilboss," the Ileieler,

aiid the newly Il naturalized '' citizen wlic* mn

tbiugs il, civie 1 iolitics, an(I liere, as clsewliere, the

muen wbo arc the siuew of the counîtry refuse te coic

te flic frout.
Perinit mule ile concluisioni te state tbat a peole

wbnse l>egiuinings werc laid ou religions teleration

and the law ot Ged, whose sele aiiu lias ever been

and new is, te furnish a refuge te the down-treddcn,

tic peer and Uic eppressed et ail the eartb, wbese

greatest probleiiis bave always been how te assiiuilate

and regenerate th-ýse toreigmi bordes, wbe spent

milhlions ot nioney and buiîdreds et theusauds ot lives

te preserve tbe institutions et popular geverninlit

and persenal treedemu, wbose wealtby men have

within the past tliirty-fuve years given as iiany iiil-

jonis te educatien alene. net te mjentien other chari-

tics and benevetences, and wbese Pîrotestanit popu-

lationi ot perseiis ever fitteem years et age eau nii'im

lber two eut ot every ive as actual ceommîunicanits et

tbe cburcb of Ged ; a ceuntry witb sncb a record as

this and witb sucli au ajîui before it, eau bardly witb


