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two ebief poeins bearing Hesiod's naine vbicli bave
corne down to us-tbe " Tbeogonv " and tbe
" Works and Days." Tbe accouint given in tbe for-
mer is as follows :At Mekone (tbat is, Sicyn) gods
and nuen ineet to settle tbeir respective privileges,
tbe main question to be dccided being wbiat sbare
in tbe victiîn siain in sacrifice sball fait to eacb.
Prometbeus is tbe partial advocate of tbe dlaimrs of
man. He dares to measure bimself in wisdom witb
Zeus, wboîn be attempts by a sly artifice to outwit.
He slays a great ox and divides buuu witb forward
zeal, inaking two beaps, in onie of wbicb are att tbe
really good parts, the fiesb, tungs, beart and liver,
hidden beneath the bide and stomacb witb wbicb be
covers thein ; tbe other beap, wbicb contains only
the bories, concealed, bowever, beneath tbe glisten-
mrg fat, is the more attraétive to tbe eye. Prome-
thens bids Zeus cboose. Zeus is flot really
deceived by tbe trick ;but be is already arigry witb
man, and therefore avaits bimself of tbe opportuniity
to acquire a tangible ground of comiplaint against
him. So ironically twitting Prometheus witb tbe
partiality of bis division, as if it were tbe gods wbo
were favonred by it, be inakes cboice of tbe poorer
portion, plnnging bis band into tbe wortbtess beap
of bonies. Tbe deception being now manifest bis
wrath against inen finds free vent, t-e puinishes
tbemn for the sin of tbeir cbampion by witbdrawing
from tbemn tbe gift of fire. Promethetîs, bowever,
steals back tbe fire, wbicb be conveys to bis prote-
ges in the bollow of a reed. H-ereupon tbe rage of
Zens breaks forth in its deadliest form. He resolves
upon a signal vengeance. Hephaestns us commis-
sioned to fasbion wornan ont of the eartb in tbe
likeness of a modest nuaiden. Atbene decks tbe
new-created wonder witb a girdle, a silver-spang-
led robe and an embroidered veil, crowning ber
brows witb a garland of fresb flowers. Wben att is
ready Zens takes tbis vision of deligbt and exhibits
ber to the astonisbed gaze of gods and unen. To
the latter be gives ber, tbe fair evil, to tbeir Iasting
bane. For from ber bave sprnng aIl tbe dangbters
of Eve, wbo in tbe poet's eyes are littie better tban
a burden and a snare. Tbey are flot sbarers in the
toils, but only in the luxuries of man. They are to
him wbat the drones are to the bees. " The bees
are busy aIt the day to the sun's setting weaving
the white boneycombs. But the drones abide in-
doors in tbe shettered hives and gather for their
bellies the fruits of others' labours. Even in this
wise bath higb-tbundering Zens given wornan unto
man to bis barm-a sharer in nougbt save in bis
sorry deeds.'l

Such is the condign pnnisbment of man. Pro-
methens, for his share, is fettered to a piltar and
visited every day by the eagle of Zeus, which gnaws
hjs tiver, tbe seat of pride and evil passions. Each

nigbt what %vas devofire(I during the day grev tup

afresh. At, length, however, the eagle is slaiuu by

Heracles, the 1 nortal son of Zeus, flot witbotit the

witl of bis sire, who is well-pteased that bis son's

naine sbould be spread abroad over ail the earth.

\Vben We recati the faCd that Prounethetus is the

ob)vions representative of sinfut humnanitv, strieken

rinder tbe ýurses of heaven, this story of bis release

by theiuch.endirjflg son of Zeus, whose Nvbote life

is spený in inanifest toits and labours for tbe beniefit

of bis fellow-morte-ls, cannot fait to strike tus as an

extr-aordina'ry 'anticipation of tbe profondfest arcana

i r'th nbolisrn of religion.

At the saine tinie the extreme naivete of uuuost of

the ýtale needs no emiphasizing. It is ctearly3 an

attemipt to explain the origin of evil, the commuence-
ment' of'discord between God and rnan. B~ut the

narrative is forced to pre-suppose tbe very discord

wvbich it is intended fo explain. Zetus is already

angry u4tb mnan, before Prornetheuis bias pro'oked

biun, àhýd but for tbis pre-existing anger t'fe provoca-

tion conîduneithier bave been given or taken.' The

trick. ohh~e ýacrifice is obviously flot an early m'ytIb

but a couniparativey late effort to accotint for the

striking fact tbat tbe gods receive so sinall a part of

tbai offering wbicb inen profess to mnake in tbeir

bonour.ý Again tbe interesting account of tbe origin

of wonan; not altogetbcr unlike tbe Seunitic traditioin

recordeù in Genesis, seenis to stand in no necessarx'

relation Witbi Pronietheus and bis tbeft of fire, and

belongs no donbt originatty to a qîuite distinct

mvtbotogicat regiofi.

The account given in the "Works and Days " is,

in essentials, alinost tbe sanie as the al)ove, the,

cbief difference being the fuller expansion iii it ot

tbe primitive part assigned to wornan. Zeus is angry

with inan because Pronietheus bas deceived bim (nol

doubt as above). Tberefore, as before, be hides the

fire wvbich Prometheus steals. It is but a sbort-Iived

triunpb. The inid of Zeus is nlot to be deceived

or ont-witted. He causes Hepbaestus to fasbion a

creature of wondrous beauty ont of înoistenied eartb,

wbo is endowed by each of tbe gods witb a speciat

gift, by Atbene witb skill in cnnning bandiwork, by

Apbrodite witb witching grace, languors and dain ty

coqnettisb ways, by Hermes with flattering bnmility

and slv craft. She is adorned by Atbene, tbeGraces

and tbe Honrs in sncb bravery tbat it is a detigbt for

men and gods to lôok upon her. The gods call ber

Pandora because sbe is a fateful gift to unan from

allthe gods togetber. Then Hermes leads ber to the

house of Epiiunetheus. This foolish brotber of the

wise man, thougb be bad been warned expressly by

Prometheus not to accept any gift fromn Zens, is

overwhetmed by the *innuinerable graces of the

lovet1y snare. He mnasks flot the evil (according to

bis nature and name) tilt he has it for bis own. Now


