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The Prize Essays.
As promisod, we publisli ini this nunîber the two

essays on Il Why I Like Life in the Cuulntry,"
which are entitled to honorable mention. They
are as foilows

TiîLnu? are P great rnany rmisons why 1 like to live in the
country. I wiii commence with spring, and give nmy reasons
with the seasone. In the spîring, w~hen wormn wcather com-

mences, there is a great deai of fun to he had by niaking
inaple sugar and having sugar parties. Sureiy ail people at a
sugar party enjoy theniselves very niuch. Then in a short
tume the warrn, suuiny days of the latter part of April and the
first of May' corne with their beautiful, rnany-oiored flowers
and fresh green grass and trees just putting on their surnuier
dreso!green leaves. How very beauitiful a f resh, green land-
scape, dotted with great forest and fruit trces and bushes in
foul blooin, looks ! 1 arn sure that thcrc is no natural thing in
towns or cities that looks so extreineiy grand as that; and you
cannot get any such pure fiower-perfrnnied air ti any place but
the country. Now la the tune that the grain le sown. It Io
scattcred over the grouind and co'e.red wit.h warm, rnoist soli,
and soon the fields are covered with green, and ln a nlot verýv
much longer tirne, with golden grain. Do flot the fields cov-
ered with golden grain, and the busy reapers cutting it, miake
a very grand picture? Soon after the grain is eut and put in
the barns, the appies and nuts are ripe. The fun we have
gathering apples and nuts in the beautiful Iudian sumnier
sunahine is flot equaiied in ony place but the country'. Somie-

ies there are corn-husking becs made. and cverybody in thc
neighborhood is invited, and neariy everyhody cornes. They
husk corn tili ail are huugry, and then have supper on purnp-
kmn pies, cakes and everythîng else that la good. Af ter siîp-
per there is generally a dance, and ail must donce and enjoy
themselves %vhether thcy want to or not. Nowv in a very short
space of thne wîin ter la with us ogain. AUt the picces of water,
large and srnaii, arc frozen, and we get out our skates,
sharpen and poiish theni, and go to the nearest pond, river or
bay. Of course the wveather 18 bitterly cold soinetinies, but we
cover our cars and honda and tel] Jack Frost to do his wvorst.
Then the sleigh rides that we caui have whenever we like,
aiuiost corne up to sk-ating for sport. Now %ve con keep skat-
ing and sleigh.riding tili spring cornes again and takes ail the
snow and ice oway. I like to liveiluthe couuitry becauselIcan
enjny ail these things ot their very best and the f ulest mieas-
ure of theni; but iwhat 1 prize more than ail these pleasures, la
the perfect hcaith which resuits frein pure breathing air, and
froni a life which is aiuiost entirely free f rom teîuptations
that wvoul lead nie int habits that would muin my health.
Do you not think I have good soun<l reasens for liking life in
the country ? MALCOLMI OUTWATER,

Adoiphuistown, Ont.

IN bcginning my essay, 1 mnust say that for no other renson
thon viewing the beautiful town of Oakvilce, with its splendid
harbor, lis pleasant country surrounding, and everything se
bright and cheerful connected îvith it, one le ready to admit
country life la indeed enjoyable. The country has nmch
variety of scencry, consisting of hili and dale, wvinding rivers
with mounitains on either side, brood mnaples and caks, which
spread their fine foliage ln order to afiord a shade on a hot and
sultry summer day. Here the grass is long and thickly groivn,
and with the inany trees looks like one manss of greennees.
There are many delightful sports ln the country. I enjoy
those connected wilh the water niost cf al]. Our lako la
ainiost aiways dotted over in summer with sal boots, steam
yachts and smali boots which akini the water like birde. Fish-
ing la muehi made a pleasure of, and although thc lish are
ajusl in quontity, their quality cf sweetncss i8 net often
found. Gomes cf ail kinds are a source of deiight, such as
bail, croquet and lawn-tennis, and i uch ground iu the country
la fcund te enlarge upon. I like the country for the many
pîcnics we have in is woods. These woods are attached te
every form, and are often a long distance away. Thcy are the
spontaneous production of nature, and beautiful wild fiowers
grow among the shrubs. These fiowers and ferms are cf many
classes and orders, and are cf much use for botanical pur-
poses, but they make pretty wreathe, bcing of such iovely
tinta and various 8hapes. 1 also lilce the country for the birds
o! brilliant plumage which inhabit IL. We have the golden-
yelicw oriole, the bright robin red-brcast, the cuoning blue-
bird and many others. But lovelier thon ail these bîrds are
the one thot bote sweet melodioue voices. Eariy in the

morning, wh)en aI]se taita peaceful,we hear ti otes cf
praise. Lastiy, I like the country ou account of the sociobllity
o! the people, whicli makes it pleasant for strangers and the
residents orounci. The people arc aîostly ail lu favor o! teni.
peronce, which is a happy thing for nny plaee, and aoeîe ail
they arc biuccrely religions, not heing taken iup with the
------ie- of this worli, and not forgetling Ilim to whnm they

are indebted for their lîcautiful country.
SARA PArrERSON,

Oakvillc, Ont.

Chinese Kite.Flying.
TiiE foilowiug interesting account of the Chince

Kite-Fiying festival is taken front a book written
by Rev. Justus Dcolittie, who was for fourteen
years a member of the ]?uhchau miesion of the
American Board.

The holiday of kite.flying on the highest bills in
the city and suburba ie observed regularly on the
nintlî day of the ninth month at tItis place. Per-
haps the .iDquisitiVe reader may be cuious enougli
to enquiré why the Chinese select that day for
kite - flying in prefer-
ence to any other day,
or why thcy select any
particular day at al?
The Chinese explain -

that in ancient times
a certain man waa in-
formed, by one who
pretended to know the
future, that on aspeci-
fied day sorne calamity
Nwould befali lus bouse
or bis property ; se he
took arl hic family on
the morning of that
day anmd went to thxe
bills, spending tii
time the béat he couid.
On returning home at
nightf al he found bis -= -'j$ ,
domestic animais al
dead. That day was * _

the ninth of the month.
They alec say that in _

imitation of his exarn
pie they go to the bille s__
on the ninth of the -- -'

rnontli and thus avoid -

any donîectic calanîity Z
which miglît have be-
failen theui at home
and1 te whiie away the
tume plaant th9y .......
take alcng theirkis
and n te. This

iâ cafled Ilaccending
on high," and indicates CIiNESE KITY-F.LYI?
the flying cf kites on
the partiular day mentioned. Thte intereet cf the
sport centres on the day specified. TMen if the
wveather is fine, the air is foul cf kites, cf ail sizes
and cf a large variety cf chapes. Sonie are in the
shape cf spectacles; others represent a kind cf &ih;
others are like an cci, or soine simiiar-iooking
animal, being from ten te thirty feet long and cf
proportionate size ; othera are like various kinda
of birds, or bugs, or butterfiies, or quadrupede.
Some resemble nien sailing through the air ;others
are eight.sided, in imitation of the eight diagrame,
invented by one cf the eariest Chîese emperors.
Most or ail cf thoee whicb represent animais are
gaudiy painted. The most common and simple
cnes are issualiy adorned wîîh the head cf the tiger
or the dragon, or corne idol, or some felicitous
character, painted in bright colora. A forcigu
resident or transient visiter passing along in the
street about this pericd often sees, at a distance in
the air, what acema te hé an immense bird, and he
is filled with surprise and joy at having s0 near a
view cf thé unusual phenomeiion, until he ie re-
minded, by its nearly stationary position and
mechanical inevementa, thot it is nctbing but a
papér kite. At other times he notices a group cf
large hawks, apparently hovering aronnd a com-
mon centre, and finaliy rémembers of having beard
cf the ekili cf the Chinese in elevatîng five or more
paper hawks into thé air, and cf contrclling themn
by one etrong cord, te which each are atÎa-ched by
short and separate lines. And again, ho wil
behold with admiration, haif o mile distant, an
immense kits, con8istiiýg as a whole, of a large

number cf amallércs, mode te resemble the dif-
feront blocks wlîîch constitute the game caiied
"'dominces ;" from the two enda cf eacb blcck ex-
tend a recd or rush four or five feet long. This
presents a singularly pretty appéarancé. Every
year there is an especial proclamation issued, by a
city officer with reference tu this kite-flying,
warning againet tumnît on the îinth day cf thé
ninth sncnth on tie Black Rock Hill. A petty
mandarin, with a large staff cf policemen or con-
stable2, ie annuaily stationed on the bill, on the
arrivai cf the day, for the purpose cf keeping the
peace and quelling the disturbonce, should any
arise. Probabiy thirtý or f orty thousand people
visit that bull te fly their kites, especiaily if the
weatber is fine on that (loy.

Advice te Boys on the Farm.

liv iiAItii IULMF.R, WIIITEVOOO, N.W.T.

Boyo, taire the advie o! one who knows and stick te the
farmn. I know f romn experience it la lbard soetimes, buit go

where you ivili you wiil meiet with obstacles for more tiyiiig
and nunierous thon any te lie cncoluitercd on the foai. 1
lcnew what it la te be caiied frein a %vortîu bcd at four e'ciock
in the inorning, and, with haiters on your shoulder, start bock
te the pasture field for the horses. But lhey, poor innocent
creotures, do neot consider the fact that it weouid lie for more
ogreeable te the stili more innocent youth, bhould they be
near the bars. But ne! WVith bore feet you nmuat tramip te
the farthcst cerner of the field, and then you fuily moke up
your mmàd you wcn't have te tramîp bock " anyhow." Yeu
ancok up holding the haiters behînd your bok with ene baud
and with the other extending your cld atraw hat tovards the
brute toi attract bis attention tii) you con get hcld o! hiai.
But IlOid ll i" has been deceived before. He knoivs the old
bat, and starting off, leada yen throughi thé wet grass bock te
thé bars, wherc, on your arrivai, he stands swltching off a
niosquito, lcoking the picture cf injured innocence. 1 a180

knew what.it la te be running through a field trying to I head
off" a runù%vay c0w and get the stalk o! a large Canadian
thistile bctween your liraS and second tocs, and with thé next
step> strip it frein bottom te top, lcovîng betwccn said tocs a
bouquet cf beautiful green thisties. DIany tinies have I
stubbed niy tee and had stonc.bmuises. I've had a young cal!
ranm its heal into the bottoni cf a poil wltb sufficient force
te ainîcat disiocate niy ami, while, with my fingera luis
iucuth, I was tcaching it the art ef drinking. But althe littié
troubles are nothing compored Nwith thé uncertainties te bo
contendcd mlth off thé fart. Beys, stay îvith thé forai and àt
%vili stoy Nvith you.

The Boys.
What would wie do %vithout thé beys,
Without Sheir rollicking, rurnbling noise?
Without their wheops and their whistlcs alirili?
I tell),you thé place would be toc stili
It weuldn't hé home if we couldn't hear
Thé druminngs and tbrumrnings tha5 aplit thé cor.
Tho' they tic tin cana Se thé poor cat's tal,
And béat a Sattoo on cvcry ôld psul,
Tho' they're never twvo seconds at a timne at réat,
Tho' we vote them o bore, a nuisance, o Pest,
Yct wie knewv In our souls lite wouid bace its Joys
If anytbing happened thé ncisy boys. weM.D«


