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Stories, ,hich had been handed down by tradition, and
which it Was at that tiîne tAie fashion of the learned everv-
Whpre te Collect and to grow entbusiastic over. Burns, whio

"as tO becoîie the geatestjlk-oet of the world, vas born
at h, proper tinie to take advantage of the wave of popu-

arlty that was,' just being sliowered upon the indiqc'nous
PotY of elery nation, and we bave evidences in lis owli

*Orks, that hie, like the Germans, hiad fallen under the inlu-
,ncefo of t e s i n e d n of w ork s o ii"î;;;n ai; cotti s'h

and 'e know that bis flrst attack of love, at fourteen, prcved

for oug he worked bard on his father's farm, and also
fr Iyet be was not a success. and driven to (lespera-
to YOetrouble after another, lie resolved to quit Scot-

'and nd 90to aac.Ti ain18. oprue
P uflg-ioey lie published the flrst or Kilmnarniock edition

Ofhspoeui l Ow SO rare and costly. The success of the
vetle nd tbe persuasion of the friends tdîuq won led him

tbehlld voyage, and to try a second edition in Edin-
Radtu it flot ben for tbe full uteasure of that Scotch

.,COmmnon sense, wbich, the puet possessed, bis bead
n"Pe all blee.nturned by the xvelcorne hie reeeived. It8Peks ellforhisinborn'nmanliness and nobility of lîeart,
tafly hof ouli preserve at ail timies pioper decorum, and

'n"'yof hefriends hie then made were bis KGr his life time.
of proceeds of the second edition lie generously gave

't £t2 00 to bis brother Gilbert, and with the rest begansoka farni for himself at Ellislarîd. In 1788 lie
O1&rred Jean Armour, who biad loved hirn but too well, and'cne of bis bes, iove-songs describe bis content with a sweet-

oeut who .Proved a very faitlîful and devoted wife. To eke
ltte ilicome from the farmn lie obtained an appointaient

mleran, finally gvn ptefarîn, moving into
le.)and depending upon bis officiai post for a living.

Mflght bave been very comfortable biad lie not been tooinldePendet to accept pay for the poems he was aIl the w hile
Scoftributing to Johnson's and Tbomson's collections of

eOts ? -ls- [Habits of tippling bad in the meantime
rowîgi on bien, and bis affairs generally had been

êting firom ad to worse. Tt is no wonder then that bis con-

eu CO~ ol flot stand tbe strain, and the final resuit wasiatîc fever wbich carried hlm off on the morning of2uy1, 1796.

41] thad lie ny 37 years, but in that time and under. t e ,rse circumstances, hie had proved to the world bisligttote titie of king of lyric poets, chief of the world's

The direct line of succession in Scottisb song is Allan
twaInaY, RIobert Fergusson, and Robert Burns, and to hisPýO redecessors, and especiaiiy to Fergusson, the iast and
fates- aCnowledges bis indebtedness. The work of Burns

luento dvsos viz. :that up to 1786 and the work

i% nfi unt Lto that date and up to bis deatb. This latter
PUbî is i remodelling of the old folk-songs, which were

Th n Joo' Scots' Musical Museum" and in0fli8on's " Collection of Original Scottish Airs."
the hýhe Wve remember that one )f tlie first books put into
Patr-aot Oftepe when a boy had been a IlLife of tbe

Patio 0 Wallace" we cannot be surprised that among bis

"Scots wha hae wi Wailace bled,"

,aoud "ih 01( vrbigh rank. Love of Scotiand, of father-

Wa 's~ such a strong eleineîit in Scottisli character,
0fl ýe Of the chief springs of inspiration to poetic produc-

th begi 13rrs. Tlîough a Jacobin by report, and thougli at
van ii1lng of the French Revolution bie, like the

t ide îst' ais ofamost every counîtry, syrnpathised with
ith elsi aMof the revolutionists, yet, in common

riteddan Y Otiers be was borrified at tlîeir excesses, and it
lt entr nl te t'hreat of an invasion to kindle tuie sp'ark of

Ptotisrm and produce the loyal song:

Does haughty Gaul invasion threat?
Then let the loons beware, sir,
There's wooden walld iîpon our senîs,
And volunteers on shore, sir.
The Nith shall run to Corsincon,
Aîîd Criffel sink in olway,
Ilre we permnit a foreigu foc

Onritish groun<l to rally.

Another patriotic !ýon- is that heginning:
Farewell, thou fair (lay, thou green eartli and ye skies,
Now gay witli the broàd settiîig s1ii!

-a scene of death on the ev enin"g after a battle.
Friendship wa-, antiier oîf the inspirations of Burns'

work.
Shotuld olit acquaintalîce be furgot
Ait ever notîgli t to in in "

Many a lhue testifies of bis thlelity to any and aIl wlîo liad
ever donce liî any kindness. A very fine example is his

-Elegy on Captain MNatt,%v Ilrdesn, vicli lis om
very fine stauzas, thougb the two introductory ones are not
up to the level of the otiiers. Another instance is tlîe very
fine lament for James, Earl of Gleîîcairn, the last stanza of
which runis as follows:

Theî brilegroni nmay forget the bride
\Vas mnade lus wedded wifc yestreeîî
The inoiarcb iuay forget the crown
Tiiat n bis head an linur lias been
Thle mnother iay forget the ehild
That smniles sae sweetly on hier ,iiee
But l'Il reieiber thce, Glcucairu,
And a' that thon hast done for ine!

Tt is ratlier surprising that one wlîo loved Convivial
compaîîy s0 nîucl did not leave more driîîking songs. 0f
course,

-O Willie brew'd a peck of mýaut,'

wiih aiways be thought of first and is easily the best. IlJohn
Barleycorn Il and "4Scotch Drinik"I also sing the praises of
the Scotclînan's beverage, but tbey are not so mucb songs as
bailads or odes.

A third spring of production in Burns was lus love of
independence, the most famous expression of wliich is "For

a' tlîat and a that."

The rank is but the guinea staip
The inan's the gowd for a' that."

Compare with this bis IlTnscription for an Altar to,
Independence:"

'Thou of an independent mind
XViîh soul resolved, with soxîl resigned,
Prepared Power's proudest frown to brave,
Who wilt not be, nor have a slave,
Virtue atone wbo dost revere,
Thy own reproach atone dost fear,
Approach this shrine and worship here."

This spirit of independence bas always been a great
dlaimi to our sympatby, nor did it matter to him, wbetber he
felt called upon to exercise it in politics or religion. Natur-
ally of a deeply religious temperament, he did not hesitate to
scourge hypocrisy in the orthodox clergy, as witness IlThe
lloly Fair"I and IlHoly Willie's Prayer." 0f course, lie
came under tbe ban, but littie did hie care for that.

But the greatest tbeme of wbich Burns sings, the wbole
gamut of whicb he can strike, and strike into grand bar-
mony, is the passion of love, and of love in ail its phases.
And here we meet with such prodigality of weaith that it is
very difficuit to make a selection. Neyer lias a wife been
praised more divinely than in the song, IlJ love my Jean."

Of a the airts the wind can bmow,
1 (leariy like the west,

For there the honnie lassie lives,
''ihe lassie I loe best;

There wild woods grow, and rivers row,
And niony a butl between ;

But day andI niglit mny fan'cy's flighit
15 ever wi' my Jean."

No absent mistreis was ever pined for as in the song,
"My Nannie's Awa'." The flirt is beaten in IlLast May a

,Braw Wooer," but the deadly darns fromn IlTwa Loveoly Een
of Bonnie Blue" are delightfually described in Il The Blue-eyed
Lassie," and the desolation of soul caused by a lover's faith-
lessness bas neyer ben better.described tiban in tihe IlBanks
of Doon." How can tAie joy of a loyers' meeting be better
toid tlîan in " My Nannie, 0," tbe delight in stolen kisses is
incomparable in IlComing Thro' the Rye," I the IlHenpecked
Husband" bllas the poet's commiseration, but the good faith-
fui wife is above ail praise. But bow shail we speak of
those wonderful compositions, IlHighland Mary"I and "lTo
Mary in ileaven 1 " It would seem as if a guardian angel
bad taken on human form as Mary Campbell, and that the
solemn pledging of troth in the littie stream. had been but a
prelude to bier swift departure to bier first home. The won-
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