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“Fairplay,” now introduces fresh mat-
ter, namely, the Penal Oode and the Trea-
ty of Limerick. The Penal Code was pass-
ed by an Irish Home Rule Parliawent near-
1y 200 years from now, and it way re-
pealed generations ago. Truth-seekers
should put this simnple question to inteili-
gent Americans. ‘It during the Secession
War, the Southermers—imitating King
James' Irish Parliament in 1689—had
passed an Act of Congress, sentencing to
death and coniiscation of property,—with-

" out trial—all the Unionists owning real

estate im the Confederate States, both
combatants and non-combatants, compel-
ling them to fly the country, what in
these enlightened times would have been
the retaliatory laws when the Northerners
had succeeded in conquering them?’ Com-
mon sense teaches us that they would not
have leit any power In the hands of such
tyrants, and that there would have been
the same as 200 years ago in Ireland, re-
taliatory = confiscations. Three genera-
tions after the hattle of the Boyne, the
United States coniiscated the property of
the Loyalists. ’ )

With respect to the Treaty of Limerick
I refer your readers to page 221, vol. 4,
of Macaulay’s History of England (Lovell’s
edition). Meacaulay, as an orator, author,
able and conscience-ruled statesman, was
the greatest Englishman of this century
and far more Radical than Whig. He
states that it ‘ was regerved for politici-
ans of the nlueteenth century to discover
that a treaty made in the seventeenth cen-
tury had a few Mweeks after it had been
signed been outrageously violated in the
slght of all Europe.” He records—page
218—facts of whichevery Englishman may
be proud. The English House of Commons
(1692)had passed a bill that po person
should practise law or medicine in Ireland
till he had i{aken the oaths of allegiance
and supremacy gmd subseribed the declara-
tion against Transubstantiation. But the
Peers considered that if the Bill was passed
without some exceptions it would be a
breach of the Treaty of Limerick. The
treaty was ordered to be read at the table
when it ‘was found that by the second arti-
cle any person residing in any fortress oc-
cupied by en Irish garrison should be per-
mitted, on taking the oath ot allegiance,
10 resume any calling whieh he had exer-
ciged before ‘the Revolution. The celebrat-
ed Chief Justice Holt was consulted by the
Peers, and was directed to prepare claases
in conformity with the terms of the cap-
itulation. A conference between the two
Houses was held. The Earl of Rochester,
a high Tory, * earnestly represented’’—to
those representing the House of Commons—
‘“ the importance of preserving the public
faith inviolate.” The House of Commons,
after having had the treaty read, agreed,

" twith some slight modifications, to what

the Lords had proposed.”” Compare this
with the conduct 200 years subsequently
of the Parliamentary leaders of the Irish
Nationalists. With Wvery few exceptions,
they have repeatedly advocated more or
less confiscation of the property of laiul-
owners, both Protestant and Catholic, angd
also have openly advocated lawlessness ;
and It Is a fact that at presemt 27 of the
Nationallsts now sitting in the House of
Commons were declared by the unanimous
verdict of three English judges (one being
a €atholic) to have been ‘‘ gullty of a
criminal comspiracy.” In the improbable
event of Home Rule becoming law In the
pext Parliament, these 27 ‘‘criminal con-
gpirators” ‘would  govern Ireland. It is no
wonder that the Irish Catholic Unionists
rally to the Protestant Unionists against
belng ruled by sueh men, and that the son
and namesake of the eelebrated Danlel O'-
Connell has signed the great Catholic pet-
ition against the Bill. The statement by
a Catholic farmer, quoted in the London
‘Spectator, that 30 Catholic farmers in his
parish had informed him that they were
opposed to the Bill, Is full of meaniang.
He added that It was ro dangerous to post
the letter in his loeality to the Irish Times,
that he ‘wag obliged to send*!t under cover
to a friend &t Liverpool. This being 8O
under Imperlal rule, what would be the
state o things if Ireland was raled by
<« criminal comspirntors”? -~ Al the facts
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show conclusively that the great majority
of the Catholic property owners are op-
posed to Home Rule, In the Toronto Mail
of May 13 there is overwhelming evidence
that such is the case.

A curious wide-light is thrown upon the
Treaty of Limeriek, in the * Last Colonel
of the Irish Brigade,” by Mrs. Maurice O’-
Connpell, the widow of a son of Daniel O’-
Connell. Among other [nstances she re-
ports (p. 57, vol. 2) the case of one Fagan
who fought at the battle of Aughrim, and
consequently ¢ was iacluded in the arti-
cles of the capitulation of Limerick,” and
bought property in Kerry, ete., etc. Her
work shows ¢onclusively that many of the
penal laws practieally became obsolete,
and that the Catholic and Protestant gen-
try lived ongood terms with one another;
also (p. 197) that the former were opposed
to the rebellion of 1798. She gquotes (p.

26) irom a letter written by Coi. Count
0O'Counnell 94 years ago-—curiously applica-
able tc the present time--¢ order must be
re-established, or Ireland will be ruined.”
She also quotesirom another letter (¥Feb.
12th, 1801) from ‘‘her hero” to Daniel O’-

- Counell, ** the Liberator,” then beginuing

his career—in which the Colonel refers to
* the virtues and abilities of the present
clief governor (the Lord Lieutenant) to
whose moderation, firmness and humanity
(Ireland) owes the peace and tranquillity
it now enjoys’’—and he strongly deprecated
“the suggestions of ill-minded persons
working on their feelings and.passions.”
How upplicable this last iz to the prescnt
time |

The Colonel had been an eye-witness of
the earlier horrors of the French Revolu-
tion—had fled the country, and served un-
der the Duke of Brunswick, and afterwards
returned to Ireland—he .was therefore, as
he had also served in Spain, well qualified
to compare different systems of govern-
ment.

Seekers after truth respecting Ireland
should study her work. It abounds with
curious information respecting life "in the
gouth of Ireland; and being written with-
cut Celtic heat, it is -evidently reliable.
The father of the authoress (Catholic) was
an Ttalian gentleman, her mother waa Ir-
ish ; this partly explains the mooderation
and fairnese of her writing. Yours, etc.,
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SIR WALTER SCOTT.

The demand for novels and the pro-
duction of them during the last century
have been enormous, but are now greater
than ever. Probably there are few more
lucrative trades, especially since the pass-
fng of the International Copyright Law,
than that of a popular-novel writer. The
rush into It, accordingly, is great, and,
the old love-tale having been pretty well
used up, ingenuity Is tasked to find new
subjects and fresh stimulants. We have
gensation novels, detective novels, idylilc
novels, mo-al novels, libidiiou; novels,th2o-
logi al novels, politi:al novel:, social nov-
els, local novels such as those of Miss
Muriree, and antiquarian novels such as
those of Ebers. Yet of all this multi-
tude that no man can number, Scott re
mains the Kking. No imagination has
yet appeared so vivil and creative as
that which dwelt in the high-peaked
head and beamed In the kindly Scottish
tace, with its shaggy eyebrows and blue
eyes Some of the later novellsts have
had a good deal more phllosophy, and
have analyzed character more profoundly,
but they bhave not written such tales.

Scott’s reputation perhaps feels the
ravages of time most in that part of his
works which formed the original essay of
his genius and first made him the de-
light of his contemporaries. He probably
knew more of the middle ages, as well

- Then there are the charming songs-
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as felt a more passionate interest.
them. than any other man of hi8 o
But a great deal more is known abor
them now than we knew, and the W
nesses of his representation are app®
The stucco of his Gothic edifice
crumbled. Lven his descriptions of cud
and oi sieges show that he antedat )
let-le-Duc. The Knpights on guard.
Brankseme, who ‘ drank the red ;M’
with helmet barred,” would searcely *.
muster with® the antiquaries of the ¥
sent day. Moreover, chivalry has o
vulgarized by melodrama and the cﬂ:ﬂ‘
both of which are unpleasantly re¢® "y
to our minds as we read his romant®
chivalry Boys may still delight
‘ Ivanhoe' and ‘The Talisman';
mature taste can delight in them
more. - In the metrical romances W¢
carried along by the unflagging vigowt-
the verse, the spirit of the narrativé $ ,
the frequent occurrence of passag®’
high poetical beauty, such as the .
known lines on the Last Minstrel, 8¢
scription of the eamp at Edinburgh; -
scene in the Abbey at Holy Isle, th® 5
troduction of Margaret in the “ !&i
the tolling of the convent bell neafd'”
off by the stag, in *“ Marmion,” the ménﬂ
of the shepherd's body in Marmion’s 1o

f

all there is the genuine spirit °f>
soldier in all the battle-pieces und;‘ﬁ
tary pictures. If Scott had not beeB *™
he would very likely have been & M
al oi cavalry. They are right Wuom’;
that the most Homeric things in 1‘4“"3r
poetry are his battle-pieces. Moreow
verse itsell helps the imagination and &
arms the critical faculty. But whe?
comes to reproducing in prose th€
ideas, and language of people sep&rn‘i’,
from the writér by a gulf of seven cw"ﬂ-
ful centuries, the result can hardly be
cess. What is produced is gentimen?
thought really modern under an ?3‘“"
ative travesty of ancient phruseolh‘ﬁy )
costume,.

The ‘Talisman’ is to a painful egtj
melodramatie and hippodromic. N
carries an adult reader at the pre&lent o
through these tales, but the livelln®
th» action, and the genuine sympal o
the writer, with the age which he € °°
ing to call out of its grave. W

The infirmity extends to the 0t8% g
torical novels, ‘Quentin Durwardy ,gj,pr
Fair Maid of Perth,’ ‘The AbbO%' "o
Monastery, ‘Kenilworth,” ‘The Fort s
Nigel, ‘Peveril of the Teak, and ‘Vog
stock,” in a degree levsening as th®
ject approaches the writer's time.
tajes show, it is true, coreful study
tory and ksen historic insight. The!
cipal characters are palnted in the
with historic truth and justice, ud
as with artistic force. Much kpo¥
of history may be gathered from e
a pleasant way, notwithgtanding t ,
dacious anachronisms of ‘Kenilwort ,
the still more audacious tabricat! @i‘
“Woodstock,”  Still, they are %
less desperate efforts to reproduce tBé ww -8
producible. 1In all, recourse s 10€° "ol
bad to the exaggeratlon of antlgs® i
guage, fashions, and costume. Al o
of the stage or the fancy ball T ﬂé)‘
phuism of Sir Plercie Shaiton in T2
astery’ & a palpable travesty ¢
less so are the tortuous and  UPC:
harangues put intc ‘the mouth ¥
well In ‘Woodstock.’ To a gtudent &
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