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LITERARY AND PERSONAL GOSSIP.

LORD TENNysoN contemplates a sea voyage for the
benefit of bis bealth.

JEAN INOELOW lives in retirement with ber mother
in Kensington, Engiand.

ARcHDEACON FARRAR bas accepted tbe chaplaincy of the
flouse of Commons.

Mits. ALICE SarAw is about to start upon a wistling tour
around the world.

A CAIlLE despatch from London announces the deatb of
Mr. Mudie, the proprietor of tbe London circulating
library known by bis namne.

THE Wilkie Collins memorial, for wbich something
ovr$1,500 bas been raised, will take the form of a small

library of choice fiction, te be presented to tbe London
"People's Palace."

FIELD) MARSHAL VON MOLTKE lives in a plain, square
bouse of two storeys, near Scbweidnitz, in Silesia. The
entrance is guarded by two great guns from Mount
Valerian that were presented te tbe count by the late
Emperor William.

BJORNSTJERN BJORNsoN, tbe Norwegian writer, bas a
daughter who gives promise of becoming a great singer.
fier father bas just completed a volume of poems, wbîcb,
as fast as they were written, Froken Bergiot jornson
Bot to music.

Tna late Major Wbyte-Melville, the novelist, was a
mnan of comsumniate tact,.lHe was once splasbed from
bead to foot by tbe carniage wbeels of a lady wbo puiled
up suddeniy to speak te bim. Before she had tinie to
fashion lier regret for tbe nisadventure into words, Wbyte
Melville put ber at ber ease witb the quiet remark "Ah,
Mrs. A-, 1 thought it muet be you ; you always have
the best borses in London."

ALTIIOUoîî Miss Florence Nightingaie is no longer
young and bas been for years past far froni atrong, she
bas neyer lest ber interest in good work of ail kinds, and
does personaliy far more than many wbo are strong and
active. Quite recently sbe wrote a letter caling attention
to tbe importance of tbe I"rescue work " done under the
First Offenders Act, as it is somewhat ciumsily cailed.

SIR EDWARD (CLARKE, opening a free library in South
London recently, found a good word to say for fiction.
It appearod to bim quite natural, be said, tbat novels
sbould he read by those who could borrow thern from the
free libranies, and to read theni was nlot a rischievous but
a good thing. Good novels bad in tbem elements of
bistory which were more valuabie, and went more easilyj
and directiy te the mind of the reader than could be found
in other volumes.

IN the autumn of 1886, Mr. Browning spent upwards
of two mionths at Liangollen. Every Sunday be walked
ont, tbrougb fair weather or foui, to tbe little cburch of
Llantyilio-one of the oldest churches in Wales, situ-
ated on the north bank of the Ilsacred De." Here ho
was aiways found (accompanied by his sist<r) by bis friends
Sir Theodore and Lady Martin. A tablet is now to be
placed by Lady Martin on the waii close te where he sat,
with the following inscription: IlIn rnemory of Robert
Browning, poet, born 1812), died 1889, wbo worsbipped in
tbis church ten weeks in autumn, 1886, by bis friend, Helen
Faucit Martin."

TuE Rev. Edward Liddon in tbe Guardiant gives somec
interesting reminiscences of bis brotber, tbe late Canon.i
Hie shows on wbat siender grounds Canon Liddon bas been
claimed as a Liheral in politics. IliHe certainly was no
party politician; he subordînated bis politics to bis religi-
ous convictions. H1e was opposed to tbe Disestablisbment
of tbe Irish Church and tbe removal of religious tests at
Oxford. H1e disapproved of Mr. Giadstone's Irish policy,
and a few days before his death expressed bis great admir-
ation and 6pproval of Lord Salisbury's recent action in
Africa ; be thougbit it would save much bloodsbed and
trouble and tend to the peace of the world."

Tic Independent thus alludes to tbe death of Mrs.
Booth : " With the deatb of Mrs. Booth the world lises
the visible presence of one of the greatest religious beroines
of the present day. She bas acquitted herseif nobly as
motber, as preacher, as writer, and as individual saint.

... She has been the seul of the Saivation Army.
The1 General' was nowbcre in comparison witb bis wife.
Thousandsi of people wbo beld him and tbe more obtrusive
features of Ariny work in abborrence loved and admired
and sat at the feet of Mrs. Booth. She nîoved ail classes.
Hiers was, theoiogically, a very narrow horizon ; but she
made up for bread th by deptb. fier intensity was al most
superbuman. She berself would bave said it was super-
buman."

TuE firat editions of Mr. Eugene Field's IlLittle Book
of Western Verse " and Il Little Book of Profitable Taies "
were exbausted immediately on publication. A second
edition bas just been issued by the Scibners ; also a new
work of practicai value, entitied IlElectricity in Daily
Life; " and a new volume of verse by Mr. R. H. Stoddard,
entitled IlThe Lion's Cub and other Verse," and a volume
by Benjamin E. Martin, entitiEd I"In the Footprints of
Charles Lamnb." It may he called a topographical hio-
graphy of Lamb, as it foliowsB im in bis relations to those
parts of London witb wbicb be was Bo closely associated.
It will contain many beautiful illustrations by Herbert
Railton, and a fulier ibiiograpby of Lamb literature than
bas yet been issued.

THiE original log book of Captain Cook bas been
unearthed in a most unexpected manner. A short tume
ago the volume was bougbt by a bookselier in Bond Street.
It was there found and purcbased by Mr. John Corner,
antiquarian of Wbitby. This gentleman, knowing that it
was fnom Wbitby that Cook sailed on bis first voyage, was
glad togetbold of s0 interesting a relic of the great explorer.
Tbe book contains a log of the voyages cf bis Majesty's
ship Endeavour from 1768 to 1771, and the proceedings
are recorded in Cook's bandwriting. It bas been inspected
by the libranian to the Admiralty and other competent
authorities, and pronounced to be genuine. 1.t is now
heing exhibited in the New South Wales Court in the
mining exhibition at the Crystal Palace.

Tirz idea of tacking on a subscription iibrary to a free
public library occunred to Mn. Thomas Stanley, librarian
of Wednesbury, and be sends us the resuit of the tinst
year's working. The principle ou wbich it is conducted is
that after two years tbe bocks are handed oven to the
shelves cf the free library, in return for wbicb the sub-
sciption library gets a borne provided for it within the
walis of the public one. Perbaps ail libranians would not
be willing to add te their labours in this way, but that it
can be made wortb their wbiie is sbown by the fact that
the Wednesbury Subsciption Library Committee could
afford te offer their secretary a small bonorarium for bis
pains. The idea deserves to be made known widely, and
to be copied wherever no good subscription library already
exists.

MR. SMALLEY says, in the Tribune, that Sir Richard
Burton's deatb may almost be said te bave reminded tbe
Englisb public of bis existence. His greatest deeds cf
travel were done long since-bis journey te Mecca in
1852, bis journey to Harrar in 1854, and bis discovery cf
Lake Tanganyika in 1858. Hie bas done nany tli:eiýs
since, and written nsany books, but bis bocks, ail but one,
are forgotten, admirable as somee cf tbemi were. lus fame
as an 4frican explorer bas been obscured, tbough not
eclipsed, b>' Livingstone and Mr. Stanley', of wbom be was
the predecesson and wortby rivai. Wbat the wcrid bas cf
late years known bim by is bis translation o! IlThe Ara-
bian Nigbts." That gave him adubious, or at last a nixed,
sort of celebrity. It is a work cf genuine scbclarsbip, full
of accunate and copicus knowledgc cf the East, and, te
use Mn. Gladstone's word about Pitt, befouled witb mucb
cunieus enquiry into mattens whicb migbt bave been left
alone. But Sir Richard Burton was a gallant spirit, wbo
fought bis own fight witb the worid and bad bard measure
in return. England, wbcse annals of adventure be bas
iilumined, left him to moulder in an obscure consulate.
Hie died at Trieste.
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READINGS PROM CURRENT LITERA TUBE.

GOD'S MUSIC.

SiNCE ever the worid was fasbioned,
Water, ar.d air, and sod,

A rmusic of divers meaning
Has flowed from the hand of God.

Jn valiey and gorge and upland,
On stormy inountain beigbt,

H1e nakes bim a harp of the forest,
He sweeps the cords witb nîigbt.

He puts forth his baud to the ocean,
lie speaks and the waters flow-

Now in a chorus of thunder,
Now in a cadence low.

He toucbes the waving tlower beils,
Hie plays on the woodland streams-

A tender song-like a mother
Sings to ber child in dreams.

But thi u4ic divinest and dearest,
Since even the worid began,

Is the manifold passionate music
fie draws from the beant of man

-Teme ~Bar.

DRFAMs ANI) I>REAMING.
IT is an error t<) suppostý, as Hfobbes asserts in bis

Leviathan," thiat siecp seals up the senses. Dr. Beattie
mentions the case of a rman whio could be ruade to dream of
any subject, by whispering about it into his ear wbile be
sit-pt ; and itis afarniliar fact thatpersons wbotalk in their
sieep wili frequently answen questions, if spoken to softly.
On this point, the eiaboratu-d series of expeniments made on
bimself, witb tbe aid of an assistant, by M. Alfred Maury,
are concluilive. The assistant appiied various stimuli
duning Maury's sleep, and tien awakened bim that be
might record Lis dreaui. Wlben bis lips werc tickled with
a feather be dreained that a pitchi-piaster was applied to
bis face, and then roughly tomn off. Wben a pair of
tweezers and a pair of scissors were stuck together close to
bis ear, lie dreamcd cf the ninging of belîs, whicb were
quickly passed into tire tocsin, and cannied bim into the
events vf June, 1848. H1e was rnade to feel the beat and
smeli of a burning match, whiist the wind was wbistling
tbrough the shutters of bis roorn, and he then dreamed of
being at sea wben the powder-room of the vessel blew up.
11e recorled a nuier of equally appropriate but exagger-
ated images, suggested by simple sensations in the saine
way. Tbe philosopher Reid remembered baving only one
distinct dream after be was about sixteen years of age,
and that occurred te hirm af ter hie had got bis head bli'tered
for a f ail. The plaster gave biîn much pain aIl night ; but
he slept a little towards nîonning, and then dreamed that
he bad failen into the bandH cf a party of Indiaus and was
scalped. Dr Gregory's bot-wazer boule one night scorched
bis feet, and caused bim to dream that lie w.-s walking up the
crater of Vesuvius in the hot lavit ; and a gentleman who
was compelied to siecp over a cheesemonger's shop, dreamt
tbat ho was shut up ini a gigantic cheese to be eaten by rats.
Lord Brougham relates that bu dreamed a dream o!
long-continued action during a short dose, wbile a droning
counsel was pleading before bimi. Lord Hoiiand feli
asleep wbiie listeniug to iomne one reading, dreamed a long
dream, and awoke ini time to hear the conclusion of a
sentence the first words of wbich were in bis cars when be
became unconscious. Dr. Abercrom bie relates that a
gentleman dreanied that beiîad enlisted for a soldier,
joined bis regimient, deserted, bad been apprebended,
carried back, tried, condeuîued ta bc abot, and at last led
out for execution. Af ter aIl the usual preparations, be
awoke witb the report, and found that a noise in an
adjoining room had both produced the dream and awakened
him. Another dreamed be crosscd the Atlantic and spent
a fortnighit in America. Iu embarking, on bis returu, he
feul into the sea, and, haviug awoke witb the fright, found
that be bad not been asleep ten minutes. A lady confessed
bbat in ber sieep she bai] palmed off a bad sixpence on a
beggar, and chuckied at the notion of bis disappointment.
A dibtinguished philanthropist, who for many years held a
higb judiciai post, was coutinuaily committing forgery in
his dneamns, and oniy regretted the act wben be iearned that
lie was to be bangeé. A lady, wbose life at tbe time of ber
dream was devoted to the instruction of pauper chiidren,
seeing one of themn nake a grimace at ber, doubled hima up,
and poked binu througli the bars of a lion's cage.

NOVELISTS AND TIUE ROMANCE 0F SPORT.

LT is remarkLble that Amierican novciists have made SO
littie of those magniticent miaterials for sporting romance
that were once to be fournd in their boundiess territonies.
There are only two men cf gcuius wbose books bave bad
any popularity on this side cf the Atlantic ; and it is
strange that Washington Irving and Cooper should bave
had few successful imitators. As for the former, be was
ratber tbe bistorian of veritable adventure-though tbe
enterpnise, the penils, and the sufferings of the Western
brappers and furbunters are as thnilling as anytbing the
fancy could have conceived. The escapes of these daring
men-anid many of theni iived to a green old age-seeni
simply miraculous. Burdened witb tbeir traps and ammuni-
tion, and encumbered with baggage animaIs, they babitu-
ally nisked their scalps for the bard-won 'gains wbicb wouid
be bast in a single nîgbt of ganibiing, or squandered in a week
of drunken debaucbery. They carnied their rekiessness
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