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heard ecboes from the painting-rooms where the pictures
were composed (what Egg spoke of while drawing "lThe
Taming of the Shrew," and what model he used : how fond
Leslie was of honieysuckles-hov interesting then to find
seone painted in bis ilVicar "), reclaiving at the saine time
many a lesson on tolerance, on the folly of hasty judgrnent
by a modern standard of taste, and on reverence for the
goda of one's youth. Hazlitt speaks, as you will remember,
of the jealoilsy of the painters, one for the other. Lt is a
trait which, for my part, I have failed te discover. Listen
to an artist's talk of a brother artist's work and you listen
te a skilled and most faîthful opinion, without, as a rule,
a touch of malice-but, perhaps, 1 arn fortunate in having
only those who have climb--ed to the top of the tree: the
revilers, the envions ones, are those always on a lower
level. As we went frorn one old fashioned canvas to ani-
other, from Collins to Etty, frein Creswiek te Cooke, we
seemed to be in quite a diffrren world to that painted in
the modern studios. Coolce's sea is by ne means the samne
sea as that which Mr. Moore draws, neither are- Etty's

Jgoddesses (cruelly descmibed in the catalogue aç females /
of the saine flesh and blood asi those of Watts, nor are the
green, delicions meadows and lanes of Creswick like the
country of Vicat Cole, and of Leader. And yet it was a
land wbicb, witb ail its faults, I sbould be sorry neyer to
have visited-a land of pleasant lights and shades, of round-
faced, bloorning nymphs, of stili, shining ceas and neat
littie boats. One meets the Primrose family bedecked in
costumes the like of which assuredly neyer were worn, and
Sir Roger de Coverley in grave attire, and here a black-
eyed model from the Seven Dials cails bimeîf Peter the
Great, or a hook-nosed, ancient lady in a muif surrounds
bhirself with a fairy-tale court, and announces herseif as
Queen Elizabeth. These canvases into wbich the dead
painters put their very hearts, these t.iumpbs and successes
of a by-gone generation, menit, I think, a fairer reception
than that witb whiclî they have met to-day. It ie cruel to
laugli at work which abounds with the excellent quality of
sincerity ; it ie ungenerous to be liard on those modest
pieces which seemn to disclairn any desire to be placed in
the foremost ranks. In a huînbled frame of mind 1 turned
off te the great 1)utcbnien, te Sir Joshua, to Romney, al
ready in the other room to dazzle mny eyes, feeling that the
flippant witticisms with wbich the English school of the
mîiddle of thîs century bas bt'en assailed is neitber riglit nom
just, but that tbe words of my old friend, which 1 have
quoted, are tbe words of a truc critic.

Then we went to tbe charming gracef qi Watteaus, where
ladies and gentlemen in the pretticet day tbat ever wax
seen sit under the trees with Ifarlequin. and Pierrot in a
country where there are no poor people, no east winds, no
'winter or death or sorrow of any sort, nothing but dancing
and feasting and sunsbine. The colour bas faded, the light
has fied from many of those pictures. These delicate
pinks and blues were brighter once, the trees swayed
greener in the glades. But the skilful toucli, the beautiful,
composition, these time cannot injure. I know of no fimer
Watteaus, except the ones in Dulwich Gallery (in a bad
enougli condition, those), and can appreciate them the
more fmom being familiar with the engravings. Would
flot you like te join that srniling company, to look into
that lady's downcast brown eyes, to (lance a moment with
bier on the grass te the tune that ho of the shining satin
cloak is thrumrning on hie lute ? M. Antoine Watteau
muet bave paihted in a marble Pavilion, music ait hie
elbow, and a blue sky overbead. 1 think lie had neyer a
came. We know that be was the son of a Valenciennes
carpenter, and tbat lie died of oonsumption when only
tbirty-six years old, but fow of the eyants of bis Parisian
life, of hie visit to England in 17:20 (how lie inust bave
hated our climate> bave ever corne to liglit. The bourgeois
from tbe provinces treats of Italian serenades, of gardien
parties iii the Champs Élysées, of macquerades, as if lie,
like bis patrons, liad lied notbing to do but to laugh and
sîng and inake love al] day long. A toucb or two frein bis
magie brush and the Academy walls faîl, and instead one
sees tbe Elysian Fields, wherein wander, always young,
and happy, and beautiful, tbe dainticet ladies, the gaI-
lanteNt gentlemen : and one seeme to liear the airs to
whicb tbey danced. befome ever the Carmnagntole was beard
of. As fairy tales are good occasionally, so this travesty
of life, lific as it's painted on a face, is good, too, if only
for the sake of the contraiit this serene, cheerful Watteau
land presents to tbe London streets batbed in a London
f og.

Not fan froin the Lancrets there hangs a Greuze, a
pretty piece of a soft-eyed yeung girl cmowned with a
green vine-wmeatb, about which pictttre I beard the fol-
lowing :-"l A few monthis ago Lord Wemyss, on going in
to Colnaghi's spied this Bacchante, and iiking ber, asked
tbe price. Fifty guineas, be was told, but eventually lie
becarne the possessor for forty pounds, whicb, to my mind,
is exactly wbat it is womth. Since then he bas been offered
tbree tbousand guineus for it (it is only 1.5j incbes by 12j),
which offer lie bas refused, as lie says he shal neot part
with it under five thousand. Can you imagine a Greuze
te be worth suai a sum of money to youn? 1 confese that
he gives me but very little genuine pleacure, for even if lie
succeeds in catching my attention-and nobody angles for
it se opil as Greuze-be oniy keepe it a vemy short time
before 1 arn tired to death of bis tricks and bis mannere.

Pans llogarth's wondemful portrai t group, and Angelica
Kauffman'c stiff, hard work, and the mont beautiful IRom-
ney, of Lady Warwick and ber chuldren, that 1 ever saw,
and you ceme to the Rembrandts, of which the flnest are,
I think, the IlPainter'e Portrait " and the IlShipbuilder
and Hic Wife," wbici belongs te the Queen. What an
artist!1 How is it possible adequately to express one's

admiration of surh a genius as Rembrandt? Words of
praice, impertinent criticim, sound absurd before these
immortal Dutch burgomasters, who came nothing for the
commendation of a people te ,vhomn Art means so littie.
Befone the canvases one- should bc mute, ce imrnea'iurably
is the painter our superior.

And se I went on te tbe Ilolîs, te the sad. sad pictures
of funerals, of pawnbrokems' sheps, of misery of all sorts,
net one of wbich would 1 pessess for untold gold, and we
]ingemed in front of the portraits, and 1 hoard hew the
Duke of Cleveland wvas always falling asleep as he sat,
waking up suddenly wîtb tie ialf-angry expression the
artist lias cauglit ce well. My friend's frequent empiatia
praîse was interrapted again and again by bis serrew for
thc imeparable loec the Academy bcd sustained in Holl's
loss, and as I looked about tic reems and noted, for in-
stance, Lord Spencer, Lord Duffenin and Sigyner Piatti, I
feit bow mucli in the tuture we shail miss bis able band.
Lt seerns lact week enly that 1 saw in bis painting reem
tbe clever, dreadful "llarn the Resurrection anmd the Life,"
and could bardly believe that the date reallv wac 1872,
tieugli 1 knew it was before the days of Fitzjohn's Avenue.
Yestemday I saw in tie beautiful studios in St. John's
Wood "Lord Hampden" and "Mr. Carbutt." To- day the
busy fingers are stilli; notbing remains but these canvases.
Truly, as the Spanicli Monk said te Wilkie of the pictures
in the Churci, "Tbey are the substance, we are the
shadows. The koy note of sadnec stmuck, for nîy guide,
arnong the neglected Leslies in the firet roemn, vibrates
home among the Hoîls in the last; and se melancholy did
be becorne that be had hardly mind te show me the incom-
parable lumners in the water colour oom wbich, acting
like a tonic, soon restomed bim te hic aturai cheerful
disposition. WALTER POWELL.

VA LENTiNE.

LixKE chldren folded in a moother's armes,
Safe in the beart of carti the floweri sleep,

And dream of spring's soft showems. of suinaner suns,
0f wite.winged clouds in skies of azure deep.

Tiey soon will wake and lift their faces sweet
Te greet us as we pass with carelece feet.

Anew God's love will beautify the earth,
Anether epring will open wide ber gates,

Our vanished birde will cerne te us again
And sing their songe of love and choose their mates.

Se choose I thce, te thee my song of love 1 eing,
Within tby coul may its sof t cadence ring,
And bid thy dreaming heamt waken te mine
And be forever my truc valentine. A. L. T.

GUVERNMENT 0F GREAT CITJES.

T H Mayor opened thieproceedings of the City Council

in length and importance, mnounted towamds the propor-
tions of a budget speech. Ite contents naturaliy revive
the question, Le our civ je administration, as at present con-
stituted, adequate te the magnitude of tiese nurnerous
works, and te the wise expenditure of these vaet, suins of
publicernoney 1Public opinion in Toronto is distinguisbed
by a certain languor whicb mianifeste itseif in connectien
witb this eubject. Lt je casier te join in decrying those
wbo propose reforme as theeriets than te cencentrate
thougit upon thc necessity for, and the benefits tiat might
arise from, changingy the existingy institutions. Let the
reformers, it is said, dmop their theomies and deVote ail their
efforts te working the systern as it is. Wvhether tic sys-
tern greatly impedes the woll meaning in tic performnance
of their duty, whetber it imposes unfruitful sacrifices of
time, whether on tiat acceunt it fombids many weîl-
qualified citizens from offeing their assistance, wiether it
so confuses responsibility for the acte of administration
that municipal electeme have diffieulty i. meting eut
censure or approval among their repeentatves-these
questions, it appoars, are mot thouglît wrtiy of ieing
worked eut te a determiîiation. Tic apologis of the
present eystem seem te bormow thein Philesopby frrn
the theologians. City gevernment, witb aIl its imiperfec-
tiens, is te ho accepted, very like the worid itsecf, as a place
of probation, sufficiently wcll contrived for the purpose of
evoking human virtue under difficulties.

The somi-official public discussion cf this subjectne
cently liad under the auspices of the Legi8lative Commîtni
cf the Toronto City Counci], xvae a mucli more fruitfuî
event tian would be supposed froui the newepapem reports.
Tic gentlemen who by officiai invitation wemo present and
addressed the Cornmittee were al itizens who eithe,
possessed a large personal experience Of municipal affaire
or had devoted special study to the subjeot.. Tliey had
appmoached tic question independentiy of oaci otier;- and
thie, the iret oppotunity for a seieus conference, ended
in bringing viewe, which fiad in corne respects (iverged, te
a remarkable degr"e into iarrnony. Thougli ne formai
vote was taken, the resulte in mneet cases seecmed te cem-
mand the accent cf the Com)mittee.

At tic outeet the discussion cieared th e suiject cf
corne fieating ideas whicb somewhat interceptcd the view
of the real peints. Municipal reform wae disentangled
frein one idea, whici seome te have been connected with
it in seme mindc, cf asking a special charter for the City
of Teronto, granting more or lese enlarged pewere te its
goesnment. Not a greaten ndependence cf legilative
over-siglit, but merely the improvemefit of thece general

provisions of the Municipal Act whici a.ffect large citios,
it was universaliy agrecdi, was tic tiing1 desired at tic
presont time.

Another floating idea, that of governent by "la Comn-
mission," aIse received its quti etus. Suci phrases operate
simply as dams in tic way of practical thougit. Fremn
wliat source shail tic administrators of tic local govcmn-
ment derive their powerm? TTis - is die real question, lot
their niamc or number bocxvbet they may. Shah tice
Commissioners be appointed by tie citizens, that ie, by
eloction, or by an outside bcdy ? Au outside body ieans
tic Provincial Governnt ; arnd appointaient by tic Pro-
vincial Government xvould siiiply bc a dangerous extension
of tic oppertunities of party patronage. Civic electors,
apathetie and blundering as tiey înay be, are at least more
likely in the long mun te have a ingle ee te tic goed
management of thein ewu practical interests tian any
outeido political authority.

Municipal governmnent, it was agreed, must continue
te be a geo cernent carried on under the supervision of
representatives of tic ratepayers. Are be-tter modes of
clecting tic mayor and counicil required ? can a botter
werking distribution of th-ir powers ho effected ? te these
questions tic discussion practically narrowed itself.

A distinct principleý, it seeined te 1)0 unanimously
agreed, was te ho regarded as underlying municipal gev-
ernment. It is, in substance, an organization of local
property ownenc for the purposo of raising revenue and
expcnding it ameng tierneelveN for certain pactical local
objecte. Lt follows tiat the formes of government sliould
langely bc framed te answer tic equirernonts and rospon-
sibilities of a financial ad ministration. Tic truc niodol for
suai an administration is te bo sougit mn the bank or tie
joint stock company, as muci at least as in the political
parliament.

Tic commercial corporations mentioned aIse are repro-
sentativo gevernments. Tic great body cf ticir shamo-
boidcrs are ob]iged te commit their intores te the
supcrIisien of eiected trustees. By wiat meane do these
electorates, as a ule, ceminand so0 muci ability and char-
acter teadmiinistor thirirffaire? What safeguarde do tiey
ereet againet imefficient ,e(,rvice? i1-ow do thioy seck te
preteat themeselves agaimit dishonet employee Î

Différences tieme are between a commercial and a
municipal corporationi, chiefiy two: the nunier cf tic
individual corperators, and tic relative unity cf their
intereste. If a comnmercial coipany could be broken up
inte a senies of local, religions, political and otier cliques,
whose respective jealousits, sy mpathies, and pnivate objecte

weecapable of oversiiadowing the perception of their own
etake in tic, genemal weil-being, then tic govonment cf
a Company migit cerne te be aonducted on tic saine prin-
cipie as a City govemninont, and would probabiy lead te the
camne resulte.

The iret great aitu of municipal neform, therefore,
muet lie te minîmize tliic overbearing influence of cliques
and parties, by drawing tie attention of civic electeme te
what are tic mcci, and tierefome ought te be the para-
mounit, objecte of municipal administration.

Home appeais a reason wby aniendinents te tic Muni-
cipal Act are required iin relation te lange cities, althougli
they rnay not bce necocsamy for stictly rural municij)alitioci
on even for iemall towns,. Professer Bryce, in hie ecent
gî'eat wonk, The 4nierican Commonwealih, reporte, as the
recuit of an exhaustive exaiaitiOn of thie facts, tiat tic
Il Ring" and thIl"Ward Bo8ss" seloion mýake thoir appear-
anco in cîtîe unuier L)5,000 iniabitants. With incrcased
population ticy inicnease in influence. IlThe smaller cities
are neot favourablo te suai kinds cf control. Mon know
one another teo wiell." (P. 93, Vol. Il., An. cd.) Pomma-
nency of residenico and hlonoeieeu.iîess cf intereste belong
te rural municipaiime., in contraet to tic shifting popula-
tion and social inequalitieu wýiici prevail in cities. In
great, and particularly in coutinually gowing cities, joint
action iî very difriult for thme "encrai Mass Of citizens.
Permanent eloctoral organizutien froni yeam te year ceorne
te be only maintainaîle under sonie banner of party pro-
jîidice or of special private interest. In Toronto thece
c nditieue are aggavated by an antiquated wýand distribu-
tion, wiicb bac becemell extreineiy unequal anîd incensistent
with any principleocf propertienate mpreentation, whether

elecion ses, yar operty or on population. Tic recuIt of
theictiny aften yeer, ceoins te prove that it is bigbly
favoumable te personal and otier clique intereste.

Thec mecont discussion resulted ini mamkcd pregreige
towards unanituity of opinion iii Qro td tei remedy for
tuis primary and generally admitted evil. Tic romedy
soine ia-e strenuously advocated was net a redistribution
of tic wards, but tie total abolition cf those divisions.
Tic whloeiSt of aldermen, it wae urged, sieuld hoelected
by genomal vote frein the city at large. Tic argument was
thiat tic ]ai'ger constitucîîcy would exact Mon of greater

prowienceand f a o enenally acknewledged blt
tian tic accustoecd Ilward politiciaii."

Tic objections te this scrlttin de liste, or entire abolition
of mramde, urged at tic, City Hall conference, weefelt te have
suai force tiat tic pmopesal was fankly and dofinitely
withdrawn, witi tic full concurence cf thoce wbo iad
adrocatod it.

Tic kind of premînenîce and ability tiat nîet cf ten,
unfontumately, prove eflietual in se largo constituencies are
prominence within a political pamty, and the ability te pull
tic wircs cf a fan necaching Ilrmachine.,,ilonce tic adop-
tion cf tic 8cruffin de liste inte City Oections migit banici
tic emüaîl wamd politician, but it Weuld be at the risk of
imperting the party politician, and tius in'roducing similar
evils on a moe formidable scale. Rings and parties would
stilI bo at an advantage over indePendent citizens, and the


