
THIE WEEIK.

To thte Editor of TUE WEEK:

SiR,-I apprehend that the Fisheries Question cannot properly be
ciassed as one of "lmoral heroismi". where modifications of the Iaw are dis-
elussed ; but rather one of international luiv and right oj enfiorcing treaties,
once madle, until such are abrogated. This does nlot hindur its being looked
at frore the point of view of conîmon sensu and the relations of economy.

Now the Maritime Provinces dlaim, witlî apparent *Justice, that if you
concede the transhiprnunt as a question of practicu, flot of right, you con-
cedu ail the United States fishermen could desire; for, giving thum this
base of opurations, the power to trade is practically included-that means
to buy hait and supplies-and liaving thu supplies on board, to fish in our
waters. It may be said wu coold look< after them. We do look af ter them,
as far as we are able, but we do not want the duty to be mnade any heavier
than need be. To avoid this, wu must flot faîl into the error of giving to
lawless men a base of opurations for lawless conduct.

INTERNATIONAL COMITY.

REA4DMGS FROM ((URENT LITERA TURE.

DE LESSEPS AND TUE PANAMA CANAL.
TnERE is probably no more picturesque figure in the whole vorld than

M. de Lesseps. At an age when nmost men would bu either chair-ridden,
or bed-ridden-for bu is now in bis eighty-fiftli year-this old-young
Frencliman, is as light of step and huart as a boy. "lurne has forgotten
me," is one of his favourite expressions. But the othier day hu stood before
the people of Lyons and declared to thein that the Panama Canal would
be opened for business in July, 1890. lu this opinion, undoubtudly honust
and sincere to its very fullest, no other engineer sbares, stili less those
engineers who have gone over the ground and looked into the entire field
of probahilities and possibilities narrowly. The outlook to somu of the
more cautious or conservative of tliese is more than gloomy-it is
appalling. Truc, they have spokun of it but very littie, but stili that little
bas been unough to reveal a state of aflairs entirely ditFerent fron Mn. de
Lesseps' Utopian statu. The Panama Canal is theru as far as thure i8 any
Panama Cania], but its couleur (le rose lias al[ been extinguisbud. The Frenchi
people have already put into that unterprisu a littie over 8200,000,000,
virtually thrown away unless such enterprise is coinpleted. At the rate
of progress hitherto made in cutting the canal. it is estirnatcd that it will
require twenty years more of time and $500,000,000 more of înoney to
finish it. These estimates appear as if tbuy miglit iveil bu incredibie, and
yet tliey have been muade and insisted upon, and are stili being ruade and
insisted uipon. Others regard it as theý old Mississippi bjubble over agyain,
andJ just as certain to end in a liku suries of alinostuoverwhelming disasters.
Over one hundred and fifty years ago somewhat, John Law went to Paris.
and laid bufore the people a visionary projuct of colonizing and cultivating
the country watered by the Mississippi River. He sold shares in the
sclieme by the million, and organizud the Bank of France. Paris went
mad. Ail France rushed in a sort of frenziud delirium to buy stock at
fabulous pricus. GIigantic fortunes ivure rnade on paper in a single day.
The bubble iastud a yuar, burst, and thon to alinost uvery housuhiold there
came cruel sutfuring and untold misery. Law escaped barely with his life.
It would bu a pervurted use of ternis --ertainiy to caîl the Panama Canal
enterprise a bubble, and yet it, is difficuit to se howv it cati ever bu made
snccussful, thu way it is being conducted. It is charitable ab least to sup-
pose that M. De Lesseps is himself ignorant of the ruai situation on the,
istbmus. Hie has buen thuru but once, and to remnain only a few days.
His agents have ail be at odds and ends, and now bis sole remaining
financial resource is a public lottery. It appears to bu scarcely anything
more than a makeshift, and an uxtreiiely poor onu at that. The înonuy
from it cornes in slowiy and grudgingly.-Cansas City Timtes.

CONFESSINO BY TELEPUIONE.

Faom time to time one may notice events that bring out, with unusual
force and clearness, thp fact that great inventions are chief among the
conditions that shape modern lifu. This is recognized in regard to civiliz-
ing elements with which people have long been famniliar, sncbi as the rail-
road and the telegraph, but is not s0 coinmonly acceptud with respect to an
innovation like the teluphone. Yut that little instrument is Most remark-
able for the new relations into which it brings mon and thuir affairs, and
it incessantly calîs for novel adjustmuents of our ideas and actions. The
legality of contracte by telephone lias been an issue for the courts, and but
recently we mentionud a case in whicb a defendant submittud himself for
judgment by teluphone and ruceived sentence in the same way. More
lateiy, again, the point lias arisen whuther gambling carried on by teleplione
can bu lawfully and effectiveiy stoppud. In medicine numerous instances
have occurred wheruin it is unnecessary for the doctor to see lis patient,
the prescription or advice bein- such as the teluphune shows to bu desir-
able. And now the Catholic Obnrch is troublud to decide as to the efficacy
of a confession by teluphone. The queEtion lias beun rufurred to Rome by
the French bishops, arîd among tire Italian priests also the subject is an
unsettled one. Somne authorities hold that the teiephonu can bu used for
censure, but not for absolution ; whilu others consider that as the telephone
annihilates distance, the confessor and the penitunt are actnally together.
Evidently the question gous far deuput than the disputes of mure casuistry,
and touches ail that serves to surround a solemn act witli sentiments of
awe. And how solemn itself, after ail, is the thouglit that the telephone
is th is among the instrumuntalities that rulease us fromi the clogs and bonda
of physical sense and lift us to a realm where mind and soul, as if clarif-ied
and disembodied, can have freest communon. -Electrical World.
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CHINESE STREETs.

STREETS fromn six to twelve feut wide, filud from morning to niglit with
a ceaseless throng. Every man is black-haired, the fore-part of lis head
is shaven, while behind him hangs the long queue imposud by the Manchu
conquerors. Hure corne the cool ies, in bIne jackets and blure knickerbockers,
bare-footed or straw-sandalled, with a bambou across the shoulders, carrying
lieavy weights, and singing, "lEh ho, ah ho, ay ho-hi !" like ail the brethren
of their craf t east of the Mediterranean. ihis man with long fiowing robe,
wide sieuves, linge liorn-rimmed spectacles, slow swagguring gait, languid-
fluttering fan, evidently a very important person indeed, is in fact a Con-
ftucianist seliolar. Hure totters along a woman on lier tiny three.inch fuet,
clad in gay embroiderud jacket and delicate siik skirt, perhaps a small
silver-mountud tobacco-pipe in her hand, lier head adorned witli strange
hirsute structures like a carving- knifu, a trencher, a flying swallow, or wliat
not, a toucli of rouge to chueka and lips, while white powdur gives mistiness
to fuli fieshed facial charms. Hure a small boy, if it bu winter, gaiiy
dressed in brilliant colours, a perfect baIl of maîny wrappings-if it be
summer, equaliy gaiiy drussud in the not unbecoming garb of bis yellow
skin alone. For vehicles look at yon sedan chair, borne by two or thmee
men. ln it sits a gentleman, elegantly ciad in white or flowered silk or in
costly furs, according to the season. If there be four or cven eight buarers
you will have timuly warning, for this is a mandarin ; before bina runs a
motiey crowd of retainers beating gongs, carrying tablets inscribed, Il Be
silent," Il Make way." Villainous-looking fehlows, with steeple-crowned
Guy Fawkes bats, armed with whips, mouthing ont uncoutli cries, are tlie
lictors of the great man. Others carry the gruat silk umnbreila, the badge
of office, muant for the officiai, should lie ever wish to move hN heavy wehl-
fed body, witli its impassive self-content, from bis chair. Tbis is an event
which rarely occurs ; in fact, it is an awful thouglit to an Englishman that
sitting in a chair and saolding are the most violent forms of exurcibe in
which a mandarin ever indulges. On the breast of bis liandsome silk robe
lie bears embroidered some strangu bird or buast, which marks bis rank;
on lis bat a button, bine, red, crystal, or gold, according to bis dignity,
and, if lie bu distinguished, a one-eyed or even two eyed puacock's fuather.
Occasionaily somte disturbur of the peace, spied flagrante delicto from the
chair, is promptiy thrown down in the struet, stripped, and beaten. Hure
cornes clattering and jingling aiong a smail pony, which buars a military
officiai ; nonre but onu accustomed to the rough life of camps would use so
fatiguing a mode of locomotion. This miserableunnkempt being, bowling a
dismal ditty, and ratthing together two bamboo slips, is a buggar. It is as
weil to give him the miscroscopie dole lie dlaims, for bu will stay theru, inert
but vocal, till lie gains bis point. Sncb a one bas been known to commit
suicide in a deturminateiy parsimonious shop in ordur to bring its owner
into trouble with the authorities. Avoid this man carrying odorous buckets
throngh the crowd ; bis burdun is liquid manure, whicli will sliortly fertilise
the gardens outaide the city ; so liold yonr nosu and look at tlie stalle-
for, narrow as are the streuts, theru are numurous stalle, fixed or moving.
-Quiver.

THE HEIGHT Or OCEAN WAVES.

A WRzTER in the Liverpool Mercury-a captain of the mercantile
marine-bas taken great pains to taire what are pmobably the most careful
observations as to the huiglit of ocuan waves in a gale whicli have ever
been ru2orded. lie made tliem during a voyage round Cape Horn, and to.
do it, lie went up in the main rigging, to get, if possible, the top of the
wavu coming up astern in a uine of siglit from the mast to the horizon at.
the back. The reason bu sulectud the mainmast was this, that, as a rule,,
it is nearly amidships, and wlien the sua is running, the sua abead and froin,
af t lifts the two ends, forming a liollow amidships (the actual foot of thet
wave buiow the mean dranglit, equal to the sliglit ulevation), and the
observer necessarily ia albove the true heiglit, It was a difficuit operation,
but the captain obtained sorte good observations, marking the heiglit of
the waves on the mast. On measuring the distance fromi these to, the; mean
drauglit, lie found tliem to bu as follows: 64, 61, 58, and 65 feet respect-
ively, varying in lengtli from 750 to 800 feet.-Iron.

GEORGE ELIOT AS A TALKER.

IN the courEe of a recent article in the New York Tribune on ciThe
Influence of Womeni on Conversation," Mr. Smalley givus the following
account of George Eliot's talk : IlThat womnen are the bet iutter-wrjters
in the worid lias long been agrued, and exceptions like George Eliot may
prove the mile. But 'l'on dit les choses encore plus finement qu'on ne
peut les écrire;' and if women write the best iutters why shonid tbey
not talk best 1 It was once the fashion to praisu George lEiiot's talk, and
theru have been, I believe, people wlio could read lier lutters. Tliey
were not letters, those pompons, pretentions, pudantic compositions, eacli
onu plainly composed with an eye to future publicity. But tbey were
curionsly like lier talk. Woman of genins as she was, as liad no more
genuine gift of talk than of poetry. In any case, she bad no place in
society, and lier talk could neyer have buen the fashion if she had. Her
remarkable gifts were of use to lier in the company of the devout, wlio
gatlierud weekly -to liten to the oracle, but that was not society, it was a
form of public womship, and wu do not go to churci 'or chapel to talk,
or at luast we ougbt not. If George Eliot liad chosen s0 to arrange lier
lifu as to bring lierseif witliin the pale of society, she miglit have buen the
fumaIs Macaulay of lier timu. That is to say, she liad a full mind, and she
discoursed on many subjeets for a long time without stopping, and witliout
missing a date or mais-stating a fact."
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