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DID THE POPE STRIKE AT A
SHADOW 2

Tha Casket,

That over-mruch protestation,
which now, as in the days of
Hamlet, is apt of its very self to
arouse suspicion, is still being
freely indulged in by the school
~in the United States whose views
- Were aimed at by the Holy
Father’s recent letter on *“Americ-
anism.” Overand over and over
again they have protested that
the thing condemned by the
Vicar of Christ as Americanism
is utterly and absolutely un-
known in America, and, by in-
ference, that, as we remarked at
the time, the Papal Letter,
through some wunaccountable
listake, got into the wrong en-
velope and was addressed to Bal-
- timore instead of to Paris. This

18 of course not very compliment-
- .ary to the Holy See, but then
. * the exigencies of the situation
~ \Decessitate the sinister compli-
-ent.
It is not surprising that those
. Persons should be aware that it
would take not a little effort to
Convince the world  that this
Mistake had been made, and that
there was no Americanism in
sAmerica; and so we need not be
" 88tonished at finding the asser-
‘Hion reiterated every few days.
- The recently established New
" Era, of London, which is of the
~Bchool referred to—of the school
- of that clever and zealous bat
- .» Strangely erratic cleric in Eng-
i 1and, whose notions” of the ne-
.7 cessity of - conforming - to the
- 8pIrit of the world have led him
. the length of publishing two
Dasty novels—has a letter from
aris—the city which recently
entertained a distinguished dig-
hitary from America—payingthe
Successor of the Fisherman the
urther compliment of explaining
<that his Letter was obtained by
" “Intrigue and was all due to the
esire of one or two obs-ure
- Priests (in. whose hands, by infer-
ence, Rome was a mere tool) for

- Persona] revenge. And further
. ‘he same paper has an interview
 With the distinguished dignitary
o lmself (whose name, out of
Tespect for his office and to avoid
8lving scandal to the simple-
‘Minded, we have always studi-
Ously avoided mentioning in

Teiterating for the thousandth
- time the statement that' the
‘aliericanism condemned by the
19pe is utterly unknown in the
-« United States, and denouncing
@ rascalsin France who father-
ed their spurious offspring upon
Merica.

. Now before we proceed to ap-
Ply a very simple test to this oft-
Tepeated assertion, let us say one
Passing word about this denun-
Vlation and repudiation of what
8 now claimed to be French
Americanism. The most striking
Alng .about the said denuncia-
tion “and repadiation was the
Xtreme lateness of their appear-
Ahce upon the stage. There was
‘Bot a4 word against so-called
Fl'ené,h Americanism, until the
9pe’s condemnation became a
f°1'eg‘one conclusion. It was left
- %0 the doughty cleric in England
Yo whom we have just referred,
- " discover—and that just a week
T two before the blow fell, that
,~;t.he French translation or adapta-
_Hon of the Life of Father Hecker.
- Was not a faithful reproduction
of the original. But where was
the vigilance of the American

{appear?

'Connection with these matters)|’
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while, as they now claim, their
book was being travestied, their
principles perverted, and their
prophet made to stand sponsor
for all manner of novel vagaries
in France? What were they
doing? Why, rejoicing and mak-
ing the world ring with their
jubilations over the attention
which Father Hecker and Amer-
lcan ideas were attracting there;
chuckling over the alarm with
which, as they said, these ideas
were filling the staid old mon-
archists of Europe; filling the al-
leged Catholic press of America
with the cock-and-bull stories of
“Innominato” and his ilk, about
how the Pope was studying
American Catholicism as a model
and was convinced that genuine
Catholicism had at length been
discovered (or invented); and
talking openly of the future
canonization of the first genuine
American saint. All these we
remember; they cannot easily be
forgotten; but one word of pro-
test or repudiation—who ever
heard # whispered until the case
went to Rome and the possibili-
ty of a condemnation began to

Let us now test the truth of
the assertion that the opinions
condemned by the Holy See are
not and have never been enter-
tained by any Catholics in the
United States. Space does not
permit the collocation of numer-
ous passages from the Popels
Letter with extracts from the
beok referred to. Such a pro-
ceeding would prove very in-
structive on this point. but we
cannot at present follow it far.
We shall, however, place in jux-
taposition a few passages. The'
following is “from the Holy
Father’s Letter: -

“He alone could wish that
some Christian virtues be adapt-
ed to certain times and different
onzs for other times who is un-
mindful of the Apostle’s words:
‘That those whom he foreknew,
He predestined to be made com-
formable to the image of His son.
Romaus viii, 29. Christ is the
teacher and the exemplar of all
sanctity, and to His standard
maust all those conform who wish
for eternal life. Nor does Christ
know any change as the ages
pass, ‘for He is yesterday and to-
day and the same forever,’—-
Hebrews xiii, 8. To the men of
all ages was the precept given:
‘Learn of me, because T am meek
and humble of heart--Mat. xi, 29.’
“To every age has He been
made manifest to us obedient
even unto death; in every age
the apostle’s dictum has its force:
‘those who are Christ’s have cru-
cified their flash with its vices
and concupiscences.” Would to
Grod that more now-a-days prac-
tised these virtues in the degree
of the saints of past times, who
in humility, obedience and self-
restraint were powerfui, ‘in word
and deed’—to the great advant-
age not only of religion, but of
the State and the public welfare.
“Nor should any difference of
praise be made between those
who follow the active state of
life from those others who
charmed with solitude, give
themselves to prayer and bodily
mortification. And how much,
indeed, of good report these have
merited, and do merit, is known
surely to all who do not forget
that the ‘continual prayer of the
just man’ avails to placate and
to bring down the blessings of
Heaven when to such prayers
bodily mortification is added.”
Now without one word of com-
ment, and with the simple re-

honest reader to compare them,
we place beside this the follow-
ing passage from the Introduc-
tion to the original Life, written
by the very dignitary himself
who, as we have seen’ above, is
assuring the people of England
that the condemned opinions are
utter strangers in America:
“Each century calls for its type
of Christian perfection. At one
time it was martyrdom; at an-
other it was the humility of the
cloister. Tc-day we need the
Christian gentleman and the
Christian citizen. An honest

ballot and social decorum among
Catholics will do more for God’s
glory and the salvation of souls
than midnight flagellations or
Compostellan  pilgrimages.— (p.
xii.)

We havedouble-leaded the last
sentence, but beyond doing this
we offer no comment. As an-
other manifestation of much the
same spirit we might quote, from
page 407, Father Hecker’s words,
as given by his biographer, to a
young priest who, after return-
ing from Rome to the United
States, complained of the difficul-
ty ot finding time for prayer:

“Don’t be such a baby,” said
he [Father Hecker] ““Look around
and see how much work there is
to be done here. Isit not better
to make some return to God?-—
here in your own country—for
what he has done for you, rather
than to be sucking your thumbs
abroad? What kind.of piety do
you call that?” o

The scriptural incident of
Mary. and, Martha will readily
occur to the reader’s mind.

One more comparison or con-
trast. This is what the Bi-
ographer says on the subject of
vows in religious communities:
“With regard to stability, men
of stable character need no vow
to gnarantee adherence to a di-
vine vocation and men of feeble
character may indeed vow them-
selves into an outward stability,
but it is of little fruit to ther-
selves personally, and their irre-
movability is often of infinite
distress to their superiors and
brethren. Ths episcopate is the
one religious order founded by
Our Lord, and its members are
in_the highest state of evan-
gelical perfection; yet they are
neither required nor advised to
take the oath or vows of religi-
ous orders. (p. 300.)

Here are a faw words from the
Holy Father’s reference to the
subject:

“From this disregard of the
evangelical virtues, erroneously
stylea passive, the step was a
short one to a contempt of the
religious life which has in some
degree taken hold of minds.

e

That such a value is generally
held by the upholders of new
views we infer from certain state-
ments concerning the vows
which religious orders take.
They say vows are alien to the
spirit of the times, in that they
limit the bounds of human liber-
ty; that they are more suitable
to weak than to strong minds;
that so fa1 from making for hy-
man perfection and the good of
human organization, they are
hurtful to both; but that this is
as far as possible from the prac-
tice and the doctrine of the
Charch is clear since she hag a]-
ways given the very highest ap-
proval to the religious method
of life.” e

We might make many such
collocations on these and other
points; and should the provoca-

d only genuine Americanists

i

quest to the intelligent, candid,

For the present, however, we
'think we have brought together
enough to enable the candid,
hounest reader to know what to

condemned opinions were un-
known in America.

THE CASE OF JOSEPH MAR.
TIN.

Montreal Star,

Poor Joe Martin is in hard
luck, out at the coast. He has
not only been asked to resign
his portfolio in the Provinecial
Cabinet, Jost caste amongs this
political friends, seriously offend-
ed against etiquette, but, it is
said, is to be charged with
champerty. We all know that
Joseph 1s of that pugnacious
nature which is not at peace
and contentment unless in a
continual disturbance, and that
he will say and do things that
seem intolerable to quiet people,
but we doubt if anuy one ever
dreamt that he is or could be
guilty of champerty. He gen-
erally has a crisis or rompus
with him, or is withim easy
reach of either, but we never
heard of his having any cham-
perty, or anything of that sort.
Of course, not one man in a
hundred knows off-hand what
this champerty is, and, perhaps,
that is the reason this stormy
petrel of the wild and wooly
west would not be suspected of
it. It isn’t bigamy, or the Ital-
ian for t,hresﬁing ‘machines, as
they have them in West Elgin,

‘or anything to eat or wear. It

isn't even running in a cold
deck on an unsuspecting coterie,
or a Sydney Fisher kind of tem-
perance mixed drink. It bears
no resemblance to a gerrymand-
er, or the Ottawa platform of
1893 as 1t looks now-a-days. In
faet, the average citizen might
guess a score of times, and not
strike the right meaning. The
easiest way would be to consult
a lawyer or a dictionary, and,
the latter being the cheaper, is,
perhaps, the most advisable way
to get at it. But different dic-
tionaries may give different ver-
sions, and so The Star falls back
on its old stand-by, Blackstone,
who hasa greater reputation than
Hon. Mr. Mills or Solititor-Gen-
eral Fitzpatrick as a legal lumin-
ary, and this is what the late
lamented Mr. Blackstone tells
us that champerty is:

“A species of maintenance,
being a bargain with a plaint-
iff, or defendant, to . divide the
land or other matter in suit
between them if they prevail ;
whereupon the champertor is

his own expense. The pur-
chase of asuit or of the right
of suit.”

The charge is, according to
the British Columbia newspa-|
pers, to be investigated by the
Law Society. It would not be
fair to discuss how much cham-
perty the notoriously gquarrel-
some sta:esman has concealed
about his person, and whether
he ever .dealt ‘in that sort of
thing at all, or even knows what
it is if he saw it. We wish
merely to remark that we hope
there is no truth in the charge.
His sphere of bickering useful-
ness, or uselessness, as one ma
view it, may be gone in British
Columbia, but what a glorious
fature awaits one of his pugna-
city and obstinacy out in the

ficial and other pets, and what a

tion continue, we may yet doso.

think of the assertion that the|M

to carry on the party’s suit at:

Yukon amongst Mr. Sifton’s of-|

%

the day of his arrival in Dawson
1n making things unpleasant for
those whom the Parliament of
Cana.da would not disturb. Mr.
artin has raised merry Cain in
two provinces. Let us hope
that he gives the Yukon and
Mr. Sifton and the gang a turn
before he withdraws entirely
from the disputatious pleasant-
ries of public Iife.
enjoyable ruction of his whole
career lies before him,

———e

S. WAR BLUNDERS.

The Bystander is sorry to think
that he has differed from some
of his readers in the line he has
taken with regard to the Spanish-
American war and the present
treatment of the Filipinos. If
he is accused of hostility to the
American people, his answer is
that he has half the American
people on his side, and had the
whole of them, except a violent
section in congress, till they
were misled and maddened by
the false story of the “Maine.”
No American name is better or
more favorably known in this
country than that of Mr. Cleve-
land, who has “steadfastly op-
posed the war and everything to
which it has led. :
The business of a journalist is
not with the objects of diploma-
cy, but with plain truth and
justice. Truth compelled him to
say that Spain had made every
concession in her power, and

been given her for the redemp.
tion of her pledges, when war
was forced upon her for the pur-
poses of a political party by the
men at Washington, who had
the president in their hands.
Truth compelled him to say that
the charge against the Spanish

“Maine” was manifestly false,
and that the use made of it was -
shameful Truth compelled him
to say that the Americans had
no claim whatever to the coun-
try or to th: allegiance of the
Filipinos, and that to treat those
people as rebels, butcher them
and ravage their country was a
manifest breach of right as well
as of humanity Truth compels
him to say -
clamations about taking up the
white man’s burden of “daty,
propagating civilization, and ex-
tending the reign of law with
fire and sword, are but the stale
and hollow pratexts of violence
and rapine. On this subject the
Bystander has used no language
stronger than that of the most:
patriotic Americans and of the
most _respectable organs of the
American press. B
‘What the consequences of Im-
perialism to the United States
will be begins now to appear.
Neither the bloodshed nor the

waste of money which will

swallow up any increased profits
of Cuban or Filipino trade for
many years to come are the
worst. The worst are the de-
pravation of American character
and the conversion of the Amer-.
lcan commonwealth on which
new hopes for humanity had
been built, into a valgar imita-
tion of the war powets of the old
world. - Expansionism is openly
trampling on the principles of
the declaration of independence, .
and if it gets the upper hand,
governaent of the people, by the
‘people and for the people will

assuredly perish from the earth.

Don’t forget the great pilgrivm-'
age to St. Anne’s a week from

Whale of a time he would have

to-morrow. See advertisement.
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