
In the nature of things buildings for exhibition purposes have
been more•or less of a light, ilimsy and evanescent character.
Perliaps re may make an exception in favor of those of the last
Paris Exhibition which were about the best hitherto. We may
say as a general rule, however, that the exhibits were the
attractions in previous exhibitions and not the buildings ; in this
case it is the buildings and not the exhibits. It isan undoubte:i
triumph for architecture, and it hasopened the eyes ofthousands
to the possibilities which lie in the wvork of our profession, ta
which they were previously blind.

Doubtless many architects who visited rte Fair sighed for
sucli an opportunity oI distinguishing themselves in design as

ai been afiorded the architects who were chosen, but he that
will be faithful in mach must be also faithful in little, and genius
can bu shown in a nut shell as well as in a cathedral. If we are
but true to our noble heritage, and ta our spiendid traditions,
and true to our better selves, me will pander ta no evil tastes of
the age, but will design the smallest buildings wre have as wellfas
ve know how, making them instinct with truth, beauty, 6tness
and grace.

Whatever may be the results of the Exhibition on the indus-
trial life of the warld, i ain conrvinced of this, tabt the architec-
ture of the Fair will have a powerful influence on the architec-
ture ofthis continent for good or evil for some time ta corne.
Tie style adopted will be the predominant one, and ve may ex-
pect ta sue reproductions of the various buildings more or less
spoilt, springing up ail over the country. One of the gravest
results which I fear, will be the bringing again inta use of the
plastic material called "staff" or a modification of it. Il has
berî found such a pliable adaptive material, lending itselfreadily
to any shape, formn or mode ofihandling, tiat people will foiget
it is only justifiable in its use for buildings of a temporary nature,
and will endeavor ta use it for structures of a more permanent
character, the more especially as the gigantic and monumental
character of the style adopted for some of the buildings wvould
be enormously expensive if carried out in stone and such like per-
matent material, and there will be a great temptation, which I
an afraid will prove ta some people irresistible, ta obtain the
effect by using this "staff" or composition, ta the destruction of
truti and genuine progress in architecture. If such be the case,
(tien the World's Fair Of 1893 Will mark a black period in the
annals of architecture. It is not so long ago since ie emanci-
pared ourselves from the shams of "compo" fronts and the false-
honds which had well nigh sîrangled ont beloved art, and were
endeavoring ta work on honest fines vith hnest material. Let
us iletermtine that ie will not again be brought itao bondage, be-
inîg wrell assured that no architecture worthy of the name can
live, progress and flourish that is not true and honest in every
pari.

I have had enlarged tie general plan of the disposition of tie
buildings, so that those af you who have nat been able to visit
il will be able ta fIorm some ides of its arrangement, and I have
.aiso brought a few viewîs of anme of the buildings ; but no plan
or views or description can give you much idea of the charm of
lite whole-it is ta be feit and absorbed gradually and cannot
be epresse,.

The Court of Honor, as it is called, ix the great central feature
of the general design extending fram the lake up ta the terminal
station, and so arranged that visitors by rail as well as visitors
by boai are au once introduced ta the grandest spectacle of the
exhibition and are profoundly impressed at the outset.

At hlie laite is a triumphal arch modelled on the Roman
arches and fianked on each side by a weil proporttoned colonnade
or peristyle, terminating in a well designed ornate building at
each end.

At the te'rminal station end is the great Administratigad Build-
ing, imtended ta be the centre of the whole system and having a
gilded done soaring up into prominence. Down the centre of
the Court is a large water basin encircled with elaborate bais-tradisg, terraces and steps, having at one end a statue of the Re-
Public 6i feet high, gilded, and ai the other a highly ornage and
florid Columbian fountain.

On lie one sidi of the Court is the gigantic Manufactures and
Liberail Arts Building, and the buildings for Electricity and Min-ing, and on the other the palaces for Agriculture and for Ma-
chmery, the whole forming a magnificent group. 0f course to
architectual students iose mission il is to criticize and probeand dissect, there is fair scope for criticisns on many points.Exception bas been taken ta the buildings on the ground that
n diesign externally they have no relation ta the objects or

exlbits hey enclose, and were a fesw extraneous sculptures andfrescos removed, the buildings could be ail transposed without
aflecting them in the least, and could even be labelled Royal
Palace, State House, Court of justice, etc., and sustain the char-acter wiell. There is truîth in ibis criticism, but at the sametlnc it must be bornie in mind tiat the very buildings areItselves in the nature of exhibits, and tiat each architect viedwith the other in producing a noble and magn.inlcent building
Perse, aind quite irrespective of ils use.ti mafestly impossible in this short paper to go iota an

haustive description or criticism of the buildings. Their gen-
.maiappearance 'and their virnes ani faults are no doubtfalilar ta most of vou.. I can only touch on them in a cursorysvay, and by bringing the subject before you refresh your mcm-(aiel on perhaps some points.

Il seems ta ose that the designers acted wisely in leaving the
buildings for the moat part the natural white color of the mater.ial. The most radical departure from tbis is in the Transportation
Building, which canont be said ta be happy either in is design
or in its color scheme. Il is crude in color, unintelligible in
in motive, and ungraceful and disproportionate in its parts.

I can only speak in passing of the Women's Building design-
ed by Miss Sophia D. Hayden, and which is most creditable ta ber.
She stands, if 1mistake not, in the proud position of being the
first woman ta design a building of sucS magnitude which bas
been executed, and it puts ta the blush many of the secondary
buildings on uhe ground, such as the United States Government
Building, the Illinois State House, and others. We shall have
ta look ta our laurels when our sisters enter iota competition
with ius, and there seens no reason why weomen should not en-
gage more largely in architecturai designing, and the tendency
I think is ta do so.

Perhaps the building that is most satisfactory and pleasing is
the Art Gallery, designed by Mr. Atwood, whom I had the plel-
sure of meeting. It is purely academic in its treatment-a
severe ferm of Greek having been ngorously adopted. In its
repose and quiet dignity, chasteness of detail, and simplicity af
outline, it is very satisfactory and restfil.

One cannot but be filled with admiration for those old Greeks
who prodtîced a style which reproduction thousands of years aflter
cannot spoil, and whose translation iota other purposes cannot
quench the lgiht of eternal beauty inherent in it.

Of the State Buildings I can only refer to one or two. Some
of thema have a strict relation in design ta the State they repre.
sent, and are therefore fifting and pleasing ; of these the Califor-
nia building, the Idaho building, the Massachussets building,
as well as -those of Colotado and Washington, are worthy of
mention. Dotted about in every variety of style and color and
naterial, they presented a bewildering and picturesque appear-
ance. The llinois State House bas the unenviable notoeriy of
being perhaps the worst building on tie ground.

Amongst the buildings representing foreign countries England
bas a modest but tasteful building in the English domestic style,
well finished and furnished. The German building is most m-
teresting, being finished with thelantastic and floridly grotesque
decoration outside and inside characteristic of some of the Me.
diSval German buildings.

Canada, I regret ta say, dfocs not shine in its building. It is
inoffensive and sailly commonplace, and conspicuously uninter-
esting. It is the more ta be regretted as the position allotted to it
is good, and the opportunity one which ought ta have been takten
ful advantage o. Inside itis sadly lacking ;whilstotier build-
ings had comfortable quarters where any one could get rest in
luxuriance and read the papers or irrite letters ainidst inviting
surroundings, theaim seems ta have been in the Canadian build-
ing ta make it as uninviting as possible. In justice it should
however be said tiat lte msoney available ias quite inadequate
for such a purpose.

The little Dutch house of Van Houtens' merits a passing iword.
The charming interior furnished vith Dutchi tiles, bise plates, old
oak furniture, together witi the quaint costumes of tlie attend.
ants, make as pretty a picture as coukit be found on the grounds.

On the whole the treatment of the sculpture bas been most
effective and many of the subjects are of extreme beauty, but
these would merit another paper. I wouild praise, however, the
smsaller subjects rather than the more gigantic.

The gilded statue of the Republic already referred ta is very
unsatisfactory-the back view especially being mast ungraceful
and stif, and the whole rather coarse and unrefined.

The McMonnies' fountain, as it is called, whichs ba een so
much lauded, I must confess I could not like. It seemed tao me
melodramatic and very disproportionate, many of the figures
being fanky and ungraceful and the details evidencing a want of
balance and due e ation.

In a few mnonths iis white city, or city of twhite elephants, as
it bas been called, will have disappeared like a drean-only the
Art building will be lefit as a memsorial of the grent Exhibition.
If it bas doue nothing else it bas proved the indomitable perse.
verance and skill of those who reared il. l lias been a testimony
of the ennobiing influence of architecture and ta the possibility
that lies in the art for the magnificent expression of saine of the
highest emaotions ofman.

Mr. Chas. Baillairgé then read the following paper:
A PLEA FOR A CANADIAN SCHOL OF ARCHITECTURE.

I had tihe atisfaction about this time last year, or during the annual
meeting in Montreal of he Quebec Association of Architects. of visiting in
your copan tie splend.d .w engineriug buildings or the McGSI
University, sice opened by His Excellency, the Governor General of
Canada, on the occasion of theconvesaionegiven hy the Governor of that
institution on the 24th of Februry last, to whichSt iad tse honor of bing
invited.

McGill has now endowed Canada with a schuo of theoretical and pre-
tial tectnology sad engineering second to note on this continent, and
equ'a in uvery respect go those of the ader worid, as at Kensington, Eng-
anti. a Aix, Angers, and St. Cyr, in France.

You will rememîîber. genllemen. and we have it from Professor Bovey's
own titterances on titeoccsion, that hie wa given carte blanche by the pro.
maters ta go abroad and spare no expense in bringing together front any
part of Europe, the United States and the world at large, machinery and
models o the very latest design and excellence.
. And yet ibis Schoolof Engineering was if anythingless urgent for Canada

îo have than a School of Architecture..which ve sholdt long ago have been
endowed with by the directors of Laval University, ad sontie of ounr

October,:l18 93 . 'TRA cARR'DiRku lkaRC;uITBOT AUD BIDER.


