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STANDARDIZING OF BRICKS.

At a conference representing the Royal Institute of
British Architects, the Institution of Civil Engineers
and the Institute of Clayworkers held in London on
June 1gth last, approval was given to the proposal that
in future bricks should be made to a standard size as
follows :

1. The length of the brick should be double the
width, plus the thickness of one vertical joint.

2. Brickwork should measure four courses of bricks
and four joints to a foot.

Joints should be 1/ in. thick and an extra 1/16th,
making 5/16ths for the bed joints to cover irregularities
in the bricks. This gives a standard length of 91/ in.
centre to centre of joints.

The bricks to be measured in the following manner :

A. Eight stretchers laid square end and splay end in
contact in a straight line to measure 72 in.

B. Eight headers laid side by side, frog upwards, in
a straight line to measure 35 in.

C. Eight bricks, the first brick frog downwards and
then alternately frog to frog and back to back, to
measure 21 in.

A margin of 1 in. less will be allowed as to A, and
Y% in. less as to B and C.

This is to apply to all classes of walling bricks, both
machine and hand made.

NOTES.

White walls are the latest mania of the art decorator, says the
Daily Graphic. A good many smart houses are being done with
walls of white Lincrusta all the way up—the hall, staircase, and
rooms all to match. The friezes and dados of the library and
dining-rooms are sometimes made ot old oak, and the white walls
make an excellent background for oak furniture.

The Toronto Chapter of the Ont
and the Toronto Engineers’ C
Monday joint luncheons,

ario Association of Architects
lub, have decided to hold every
Formerly the members of each society
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met separately for this purpose. The new arrangement will no
doubt promote acquaintance and sociability and enhance the
general interest and success of these gatherings.

There is no branch of masonry construction which has experi-
enced greater advances within the past few years, says Engi-
neering Record, than Portland cement concrete.
for it are constantly being found in more or less new conditions,
either with or without steel reinforcement. Some who formerly
Were apprehensive in regard to the weathering properties of its
exposed surfaces bave found that it may be made durable even
under the most trying exposure. The best methods of its pre-
paration have been found to make it so nearly watertight that it
may easily be given that highly desirable quality for all practical
purposes.

Applications

A writer in the “ Yorkshire Post " observes that it is a curious
fact, and one which emphasizes all the rest, that the most artistic
of modern houses are those of the very wealthy and the very
poor. The rich are building their own ; the poor in a few favor-
ed places, are having their’s built for them, and in their different
ways they are the nearest approach we have to model homes.
Between these extremes comes the great wilful and inartistic
middle-class, for whom there is being provided on all hands archi.
tecture that would be laughable where it not so sad. Scores of
examples of it may be seen in the suburbs of any growing town
—painfully modern villas of every possible degree of ugliness and
inadaptability. In general they are supposed to be imitations of
various ‘‘ styles ' of architecture, but here and there may be
found a case of absolutely original eccentricity.

With the object of forming a great dam to provide a water
supply for the city of San Francisco, a great section of moun-
tain was recently torn off by 10,000 lbs. of powder, lifted
several feet straight up, and then pushed bodily forward 40 ft.
or5o ft., thenfalling 125 ft. into the desired position. On the surface
and in places through the mountain side were placed big de-
posits of giant powder for the purpose of shattering
and lifting it up.

the mass
According to plans the powder when it ex-
ploded would hurl the mass straight forward, making a bridge
of granite across the gorge and blocking the stream. The plans
were carried out with the greatest care, and with a successful
result. When the dust cleared away, it was found that the
powder had dislodged a mass of rock 400 ft. up and down stream

and an average of 60 ft. in height, completely bridging the
canyon. The engineers estimated that the amount dislodged
weighed about 150,000 tons.
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Milton ROBER&EI'TECTURAL TERRA COTTA

High-Grade Pressed and Orna-
mental Bricks in red, Dbuff,
yellow, salmon, brown, and
Special shades. . : :

We make a Speciaity of Ornamental Brick and Terra Cotta Mantels

Pressed

Our products have a wide repu-
tation and are specified by
leading architects

THE MILTON PRESSED BRICK GO., LIMITED :
Works and Head Office : MILTOB&WE BI.ICkS

Montreal Agents: T. A. MORRISON & CO., 204 3¢

James Street.

A i e

s WALL TIE e

WO well-known articles approved and specified by
Plugs, used instead of bond timber to nail strappi
Wall Ties, used in hollow and solid walls to tie
the old method. Give them a trial
with their cheapness and usefulness.
Write us. Be sure and ask for “Empire” Wall Plugs and Ties.

Empire Machine & Metal Stamping Gompany, Limited

1012 Yonge Street, TORONTO

For Sale at all Hardware Stores
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ng or furring strips to
bricks.

and we feel sure you will
Further particulars will

Wall

Cheaper than
be pleased
be gladly given,
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