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GOVERNMENT AND THE RAILWAYS

lment Ownership in Englanti, United States aùd
Canada-Relative Merits of Public and Private

Ownersbip

i: thte .iect>id of a series ,i ihree ar1icles, 1,i Mr. W. T.
ackmanze, ... , the firsi of 7,r.'lizta uls

last teeek.)

h ave been pointcd ta the )iss~f Grvilz Britii and
nteti States ta show that gocnen lwiecrshrP is

rfully, successful. Ini neither ot these cautries do, wNe
ovrfimert ownershîp, althoughi for thi, peiad ofifthe

L have govertiment contrai. Thie facrt is that %Ne have
lins i knwing tehat the finarcial :csulrs have been in
-mer co)urtry; w'hiie in the latter thie short peýriod of
ment contrai would be insufficierit un order 10 reich, a
us conclusion. In each case tht, goverrnment assuruied
ectien as a war measure onl flt ) ta eain the roadsc
iently. In oui own countr-y there is lîrtie, if anlY, neeti
-b action, everi during the prescrit- wa.r rinie, for aur
-s are. alreadv co'ordinated lamder al central arganiza-

ncd the traffic co)ngestion anid embairgoits kouin te
States are practically unknoýwn here. I wo<uldi not

ize the operaririg resýults that have been scured in
-ountries, throulgh unîfied contraI; but the lcotnditions, cf
nes are ta unlike thase of peace that ne comparison

madie cancernirig the workirig af the raiiwa-.ys under
ci-se circumstanrccs.
elgraph and Telephone In Crut BrItain.
tdmit that a very roseate picture ha-, been portraived as
extraondiriary benefits ta be secured mainm goverriment
Jhip; anti unless we hat ile means af correcting Out
ctive we might bit deceiveti as te the effect.Watd
J, for exatnple, in the motherland? Most peaýple will
that if goverrament ownership ii: uns;uccessiui there it
be equaillyý, if nlot more, unsuccessfu hiere. There. are
iuunicipalities which have madie their Public uitilities
d furnisb, at the saine turne, gooti service, But upon
ler or national scale of aperanion NNhat have been the re-
Looku at the teleýgraph. Thit state took over this; busi'

1 1870, and parliament was assured by those who pre-
tbe scheme that the ca)nplete cost woli be repaiti eut
îts; ini fifteeri years, aff et which thetxaes burdens;
b. reliemted hl, this ever-iricreasing revenue. But aiter
70Dd year of operation by the state the profit entirely

tared. The finances have yerygrowri warse, until in
Mir just before tht, wlar the trelegrtph was costin« the
Emrs yeariy, nar iess than £î,400,ooinAgain, l
te completeti the puarchase of the telephanes, the public
made toi believe th4t there w\as great pantential profit
by se dainz. Before vurchase, the state received fromn
,tional Telephane Company £ ,0 a year; but this

disappeared and tram li)IT ta 1014 tht, receijius wvere
enough ta pay for- the, expeases of aperation, Sucli te-

1hould give us deep concera before attrmpting state
hip of eut railway-is, for the telegraph andi telephene

7Y simple businesses in contrast to the exceedin.gly
cted administration of evea ont, great railwvay.
u RallwaY ExPerience.
iat j>as been the, experience cf aur own couatry with
meent ownership? The, history of the Intercolonial
vi. an outstanding exanipie -of an enter-prise wNhich bas
idany, interest on the caplti involved, anti, on the
basnit paiti mare than ocating expenses, Wec must

course, overlaok tht, tact that this roati was ccoustructed
Ltegic considenations anti te join the maritime provinces
le central provinces ai Canada. But the Canatdian
was constructeti fer similar reaseas, andi yet titis road,
,oetrol et a private campany, iu addition to fulfling

gnlpurpose intentiet, bas ise paiti gccd returns on
et.t The Drayton-Acwe'rth report is very specific

4eence ta the evils ai thic Intercoaial management,
ulVempbatic in tieciaring that it eugbt te be taken

tesphere ai politicail influence. The bistory ef gev-
nteI.pbones in Manitoba is another instance shewing

fu c f polities., unsatisfactory service, deficits in
on.and unsounti administration.

e ernikaming anti Nerthera Ontario Railwan is,
ý5,the best instance ai gaveruiment ownersbip that w.

g aaa; yeti even witb the careful management of

rNvolvcd, : h ' 1,, n : goj. luce .,rv( iii t>wil UJ 'q

the anadan Nrthcn b t~kn ovr, ws evdcnlilling to

aftcr this rilli\iL had bee .xCqurd,"c hl be able to, siec

:Ichc rýl )ILI go undt o cxiî cf b au v aid

mat te ralî Ii l~ i. 1- < b fui no I' 1t 11 ur i Iha
Ie car Opert I , ", h . l ,!n ffitnl( 1 it m'i lc t)por'

,îtc Pi pr ieetere lnu 'l îiLdt I l il nere iC 1xîr-
nuenaruo lid li n nanîsrm~ot ait lnte

efu univaprxat otiprs ~ld iaie hmsil the

a ) sae nt asý i)1, t romr iline enIrustvd with a- highl public

.,il urulluIly
To tanf Iiiir ii t c rîjnax,r tof th - ov imnt 0)cd have-

gotrilmenr .uie la e îusl iii hw gî il-n ad it
ihoped that the comlt rîiav liva it is eelp
id w 11 nar he hut,ed uiponl th te-i f 'at a tie

the rI) la', 90%,(pt ])lihel !'lan dIi-n 1 );111 P. sho il w ho e
ave h\t oeneît tti>riinRîwvCmay

menîarypoeue Ai irsoiîl ngnino uha
the poae oiinRinvCmav1,wol e
puigniaito fi uir ideas, of repnil oenetIf theste

owsthe, alwv jr)Iý muimuange them iii i accordan11-ce with
the, public opIinion aof ls ciies .ind ime i, thle con-
stiturfional ulea-ns h, l\hIh thI opinio idsý exp1 yrss-,ion.

Thproposai1 tn g ile ',he] rkil%\av i,, th 1conlt ri1o ian
i rrrs Ponil ar l4.i Id sdf 1f -plirpeluî iný1 bi)dv l like. is ',whiech

,zholuld ac ior rerliIjgard tai thle iihc f theeltosai
their rreeaivsin palaeii pipe dream;jj but thve
i,; na place for it in A democlýiratlie sN-,trm of «oerimnt4ch
as oursz. Evrin if sueh al hodv were. 1 erab1lIished bx' ont, gev-

eirmenît, thlerer is , a reasiorni tI îink thail;t ir wouild lie taler-
itied b%, the nexýt. for anc gaerimntcrnot bind ;1il suceeed-
ing govertimnt) ta cep iti,,t a the (iw f thle couintrv,
Prlvate Ownershlp More, Progressive.

If g<overnmient wesi is l e, ihnan ifclis
amanrig whichI poliial ifuneadcruto uklre

and if prvteones i eaN h, e of polliticall ini-
trîigue -ef wlhich %Ne ar1eq fot atiumnfl 'hc methoti

of conntroI shoid wef proeer : ar on t up for the
moment thilt there iç as; mueih p)olitiîcal cbwaiind as man>-

devau Imtho5ds emldunder riteanrsi , as ndet-
gove(rnmc'@nt owncshi-- touh thflic iOiioii probablv
corar te fact, But, -vemn granting this; assutmption, wbich

010111d \hv w eai? M ast is, reitain tha«t systetn
wbýici shoslte graenportswns d the grcater re-

spnniveflcnc ta, the, grýow\ingj deridf the icounitrv's; traffic.
Can thre lie any queioiiln as, to wvhich of tht, atraie

meet thse rquiemerîsLer Int, qui-te the words oif Mr.
A.cwe-rth wos knowled«eV of the ralavif the weorld is; re-
plete. lt' as "fin alIlle histelry- ai railwalv dvlpet

it has beein the tirivatp opa e that have, led the, wv:v the
sýtaIte Vs that have( biriugiir up tht, rear. Tt wuld ie
difficuit to Point tô a single imprortaInt inventioll or lmn-
prover'ueft. the introductioin of hi the world nowefS tel a

Newv idels lead taý newl inventions:ý impîlv newli fflant, new
nethotis- - - The statr nficial istut ies pours

cold Watexr on new invenTtios tde e epniue"T
jt hisunPORT fivenrsi that 'Ne wvant ta introduce into eut

r ail1wy mana. R 'een ts P Wîll Ibis bl, thr mnsi cf buiildiing
up a greit country anti enahlin« and ta take the, place
axnong the nain hich b, hier rarural rndow\%ments she is
fitted te tal(f? Or, do Nwe wa'ýIt such a frecdomn of initiative as

17, 1918.


