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that this Boarcd vas establishc-d on a permanent basis. Thence-
foi-th the evolution of public health worl< in Mexico lias beon con-
tinuously directcd by our con frere, Dr. Liceaga, Nvliose labors during
a quarter of a century for his country and for our science enititie
hlm to a first place amongst the sanitarians of this continent, and,
indeed, of the world. Iii no country that 1 arn aware of does there
exist to-day a more complote sanitary orgranization, or one in
w~hich tho legisiative, administrative anci scientific functions are
botter co-orclinated or more cfficiontly carried out. As the St. Lawv-
rence gateway w~as that throughi w~hicli cholera wvas first broughit to
this continent ii 1 8-2, so to tho provinces of Canada bolongs the
honor of very early genoral health legislation. In 1833 the Legisia-
turc of the Province of Upper Canada passed an Act entitecl, " An
Act to establishi Boarcds of I-ealth and to guard against the intro-
duction of mialignant, contagioLis and infcctious cliseases in this
Province, and for the formation of local Boardîs of I-ealth>' ; but as
the emricrgency passeci, s0 the centrali health authority wvas discon-
tinued, and not till 1882 wvas the first Provincial Board of Health,
wvith permanent officers, establishced in Canada. In E ngland the
year 1875 marlced thc consolidation of public health laivs and thoir
extension to the formation of rural sanitary areas and thc bringi'ng
of tho country districts under the saine legislatîoîî which hiad
applied hitherto to towns. While it lias seemecl well to confine this
lîistory or'bsanitar-y progress during the cenltury to tliose countries of
Europe w~here its first victories wore 'von, yet it must îlot be forgot-
ton tlîat the peeds of tlîe population of tlic cities of tliis rapidly
clevelopiiîg continent ivere flot forgotten, though, as appears from
Dr. Bowrditclî's paper in 1876, o1nlY in ciglît of forty-eiglit states liad
state legislation dealt seriously wvitlî public lîealtî rnatters. Since
thon, as illustrated iii Dr. Abbott's admirable sumnmary of public
lîcaltlî progress in thie United States during the century, vhîat a
change is apparent! To-day in this association wve find represent-
atives of state organizations frorn almost every state and province
from the Tropics to the Arctic Circle. The tlîree national goverfi-
ments-the UJnited S_-tates, Mexico and Canada-lend their dignity
to our counicils throughi their officiai ropresentatives ; and wvhat
mnay be termed a systcm of continental lîealth observatories are
reporting weekly the epidemniological conditions which affect
90,000,000 people. National quarantine services co-operate with
state boards in protecting seaboards of 5.ooo miles in extent against
foreign invasion of disease, and mnany, tlîousands of local Boards of
I-ealtlî are constantly engaged in the routine task of improving
local sanitary conditions and suppressing outbreaks of thiose com-
rnunicable diseases w'lich form-erly spread uncontrolled as epidem-
ics. Tlîousands of cities, towns and villages, by public w'aterwvorks,
have caused typhîoid foyer to, become one of the least prevalent
diseases, while cholera aîîd yel1owv fever are rapidly becoming only
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