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TIE TWO MARYS;
OR, THE
O'DONNELLS OF INNISMORE.

CHAPTER [,»—IN QUEST OF A GOVEENESZ.

s What, you in London, and alone, Mrs.
Montague ?' exclaimed a portly midéle-aged gen-
tleman, addressiog himself to a showily-dressed
lady, who bad just stepped from aan elegant
equipage, and was about to eeter the Burling-
ton Botel, ¢ wbat urgent business can possi-
bly bave brought you to Liondon in this'severe
season V’

¢ The most critical busines a mother can pos-
sibly have upon nands, my dear sir,” rejomed the
lady, ¢ an attempt in whick I bave often failed
before, simply the cause of my journey to Lion-
don is that [ may find a smtable governess for
Milliceat and Alice.

¢ Why, you do not surely mean to say that
you have come te Lioadon merely for a gover-
ness,” rephed the gentleman with clevated eye-
brows and a glance of unfeigned astomishment,

¢ Ob, Mr. Mainwaring, how lightly you speak
rejorned the lady o a half offended tone, { as-
sure you,’ she added, I have more than balfl a
mind to bid you good bye al once, wstead of in-
viting you to my comfortable rooms and asking
you to share my warm luncheon with me ; how-
ever, give me your arm, you uncouth creature,
and I will tell you a little news about ¢ Fair-
view.’ :

Nothiog foth to partake of the creature com-
forts Mrs. Montague had olinded to, Squire
Mainwaring gladly accompznied his friend’s wife

to one of the best suites of apartments which
she had engaged tor her use at the hotel at w!
she was stopping ; and, seated by a blazing /
the Squire remained some few moments al. .
the uppermost thought in his mind, surprise, *
Montague, bis early friend, one of the we oo,
iest of our merchant princes, could possibly v
found pleasure in the society of the very s
_woman with whom he had passed soo.t . xealy
jeurs of his existence. ¢ How shall I manage to

et aver ihe next two hours,’ he sighed to him-
gelf, but a glance at the window and the dreari-
ess of the scepe without, the leaden bue of the
sky, and the beavy fakes of snow drifting against
the glass reconciled him to The infliction be knew
he was ebout to undergo. .

Ina tew moments Mrs. Montague returned,
aow disenthralled of her sables and velvets, and
throwing a glance of complacency around the
comfortatly furnished room, she drew an ecasy
chai beside the fire and apswered the Squire’s
questions about her husband with uncommon bre-
vity.
{-Ie well knew there was a point on which she

would never weary, this was talking of he: chil-

dren 5 he dreaded the governess topio being -
troduced agaiv, aod it afforded him no small re-
hef when the luncheon was served up, asit for

a time ckecked the garruhty of Mru. Montague.

Dut the good things were at leagth discussed,

and the creature comfurts, of whick Mrs. Moeo-

tague had freely partaken, and the geperous wine
she had drunk only served to increase her loqua-
city, and the Squire was aware that his penance
was at band, wuen again ensconciog hersell in
her easy charr she sigued deeply, and said—
¢ T cannot tell you, my dear sir, how anxious I
feel abput thia matter of a governess for my
poor giis. Iam reselved now to look out fora
" German lady. Really the English governesses

I.have had have proved the very reverse of cle-

ver, and that Mademouselle de Roux was so flp-

dant, 1 felt that it was a postive duty to dismiss
 her before her first quarter bad expired; I do

hope I shall be moze fortunate with the uext I

engage.’ o

¢ And yet, my dear madam,’ shid the Squire,
- ¢ you have had sowme very charming, inteliigent,
- young women whom I should have constdered
every way quulfied to discharge such onerous
. duties ; vay, he added, ° your eldest dauguter,
. \n her ‘own person, could bear witness lo the
. truth of what I say, for she is, assuredly, an ac-
_complished girl.>
_ "« But not well informed,’ says Mr. Montague,
" be is for ever dinning - 1t 1nto iny ears thal your
¢ own daughters, Margaret aod Bertha, are supe-
“rior (0 ours in every respect,and yet, mercy on
" me, ejaculated Mrs. Moatague, with a blank,
.- hopeless look upon her face, * how much trouble
. has the edueation of those gl occastoned me,
" and a8 to expense why, no amount of money, 1
-~ -am-gure, has been spared 3 and have I not been
" perpetually ‘on the watch, and directly 1 have
. found & ;governess wanting in any point I have
;" dismissed 5 her..- What has been the secret m
/“Maiawaring’s management 2..why. hias she
. de well' when 1 have failed-with-alk'my
- ‘penetration aud cirel’ - Had tha. Squire'chosen
. to.speak: out_ bis, omn . tooughts, tie would have:
bluatiy: toldMry.. Montague , that it was her.own

nparallefed sélf.conceit which had everythig to

do withthe- failure abié's0™ bitterly lsmeated; but

S

| ber husband was his bosom friend, and be merely

replied,—

¢ Mrs. Mainwaring was very happy io her se-
lection of a governess for our daughters, she was
;vi!tl’: as for several years—chasge 1s always burt-
ul,

¢True, answered Mrs. Montague, <[ bave
found 1t so, but what, oa earth, is one to do when
one meets with incompetest people? How
rarely can & woman be found at oace accom-
plished and well tormed. I have had ladies in
wy own family, for mstance, well up in lwo or
three things, brilaat pianoforte players, and
speaking French ftuently, but then perhaps they
could not draw, ar teach smging, or if they did,
they would Lknow nothing of German, and Mr.
Montague says that, with two solitary excep-
tions, I have never bad a really well-informed
woman ; and yet, I am sure I have always ex-
amined them very closely myself before engag-
wgz them—and surely 1 am a competent person
to judge—and yet, see what faluces T bave met
wits.

As to the competency of the very silly, il
informed Mrs. Montague to judge on such a
point the Sgquire had strong misgiviags, and he
drily remarked —

“1f we expect too much, my dear madam, we
are almost sure to meet Witk disappomtment.—
My wile never looked out for a paragon of ac-
cemplishment, a mederately accomplisbed, and
certainly a well-informed wowen we did seek
for, aad we found such in the person of Miss
Segrave.’ )

As tbe Squire spoke thus be turned wearily
to the window, and noting, with no small relief,
that the snow had ceased to fall, he gladly rose
to take his departure, first volunteering to escort,
an her jeurney back to the North, the poor
:ady whese society was so dull and vapid that be
«as imposing on limself no smali penance in

- making an offer which mght probazbly meet with

ser acceptance ; however, be was spared the in-
" <nvs, Mre. Montague assunog bim that her
ausband bad agreed to be twith her in a few days
at the latest,

For some moments after his departure the
fady sot leaswg her head upon ber band, absorb-
ed m thought, then suddenly she rang the bell,
dre~ --r writing table towards her, pusbed an-
gyt -~y several letters which had aiready ar-
vive Ir -1 the vartous registry offices to which’
she . aplied before leaving Maanchester, aud
exc.. .. .u aloud,——

¢ Yeo, L am determined I will trv 2 German
uow, and what 1s more, 1 will ocly have cae di-
rect from her own couatry.’

As she gpoke thus, her maid entered ; she
desired her to wait, and, takisg a slip of paper,
she wrote as follow .. . '

¢ Wanted immed .12 w3 geatleman’ family
in the North of E-gr . 4 German | nat
under tweatg-eight .+ f age, ag gov raex 0
two young iadies 0 e r1-peclive ages - ir-

teen and eighteen ye. -, . inberal salay. » 0 he
given, and unexcepliopable refereaces w o -
quired.’

Then referring to the columns of the Times,
ghe selected from thence the name and address of
an adverhising agent, to whom she wrate, requesi-
ing him 10 put her advertisemeat, without delay,
in the columns of the Allegemeine Zeitung,
and despatched ber mawd with her imporract mis-
sive, requesting her to see that a porter was sent
with it uninediately, to defray. the expense, and
to bring her back word as te when her advertise-
ment woeli appear.

Thea, and then only, did Mrs, Montague
breatbe freely, she had arranged this momentous
business, for the present, to her heart’s conlent,
and reclining in ber easy chair, a look of selfl-sa-
tisfaction passing over her stll fair, but expres-
siopless covaienance, she amused herself and
wore away (be time by re-perusing the letters
we have aliuded to, and then enum=zrated, as far
as bar memory would aid ber, the varions luck.
less ladies who.n ske bad declined o engage that
morniog. .

She had seen several who called wpon her
{rom no fess than three registry offices to which
she had sent her pame. '

Something like a sigh escaped this vata world-
Iy woman as she thought of the faded and sad
countepances of the majonity of the unfortunate

irls whom her bigh sounding offer of a liberal
salary had tempied to call upon her—clever, too,
they had been for the greater part—at least,
clever and accomplished eacugh to have suited
any reasopable person, but not Mes. Moatague,
who, bersetf an ilt-informed azd estremely unac-
cowplished wownn, valued talent at a very low
raze. 1 pitied that poor girl, she said 1o ber-
self, 4alf-sloud, ¢ who spoke 5o coufidently as to
muste snd Lialian, snd was obliged to own Lhat

she koew hitle:of German beyond the mere ru-}

‘duments; what a-.sigh escaped ber when I told
‘ber-gbe, would ‘not guit me ; but I shull never for-
‘get the matchless” impertinence of .that- tall” fa<

shopablj-dressed sdamsel, “who, 5o confident m{
: her owatilents; dared:to:tell me that I wanted

a paragor for my daughters, such as I shail not
meet wita in a burry. Well, well, 1t is trymg
work,” muttered the poor foolish woman, ¢but
one thing my present plan will ensure, and that
will be Germaa iu all its purity.’

We question whether any sensible person, who
bad really, with head or hands, gone tbrough 2
hard day’s worlr, was-ever more wearied and fa-
tigued than was this siliy and Wlliterate Mrs, Mon-
tague under what was a self-imposed torture,
namely, her ¢ quest of a governess.’

CHAPTER W,—THE OLD VETERAN AND THE
- FRAULEIN MARIA.

The shadows of the early winter evening were
beginning to fall, veling in obscurity the city of
Coblentz, the bigh anid mighty fortress of Ehren-
breitsten, a vast 12 its ex eat, spreading far and
wide over the rock facing the city on the con-
trary side of the river, looming down in all its
gloomy grandeur on the sceae beneath. But not
wiih Coblenlz or 1ts lortress have we to do; but
follow with us, gentle reader, the siep of an
2ged priest, who treads his way m the grey ol
the winter evening to a lowly hamlet io the en-
virons of the town. Amongst the humble cot-
tages which composed 1he hamlet were scattered
here and there a few pretty villas or cotrages of
better kind than tbose arousd them, though, at
the same lime, they were entirely free fram any
pretensions to elegance. To one of these the
priest directed bis steps, and. bis summens for ad-
mission was answered by a young German lady,
whose countenance, though far from hundsome,
was, peverlheless, pleaswg, for it confained great
sweetness of expression, and was shaded by a
ghttering mass of rich brown bhair, Withal,
however, there was a cast of sadness on the face
of the Fraulein Maria Flohrberg, as she reiora-
ed the kindly greeting of her vistant, and led
bim fato the ftle sitting room of her humble
home, in which was seated a veteraa officer,
whom the chances of war had deprived of his
right arm, and whose weather "beaten ‘counten-
ance was more impaired by tbe hardships of bis
life than by the hand of Lume ; beside him was
seated an elde [y lady, work in band, and about
the roewn Laroolled some three to four children,

«nose ages varied from ten or fourteen years,
happy in the youth that as yel kaew not care, or
if perchance it did—for the children of the poor
inust shara the sorrows of their kindred—still, at
that early age, they koow nut grief for long,
their sorrow s evanmesceat as ihe shower of an
April day. '

But there was no mistsking the fact, the m-
press of some deep care was umnistakably sealed
on the brows of the elder members of the fa-
mily. And the cause of this care rose from tne
griping poverty wiich had long fallen oo the fa-
mily of Herr Flobrberg.

¢ Be seated, | pray you,' said the veteran, ad-
dressing the clersyman, aod welcommng him to
bis poor abode; ¢ be seated, and tell me to
what happy chance I owe the pleasure of this
visit.”

¢ Simply because I have seen wm the columns
of the Allegemeine Zeitung, an advertisement
of a situatior which 1t may suit our good Maria
to enquire more about, replied the priest. ‘I
have heard her say she wished to go to England,
and it you r.-a'ly tbink you can part wiih ber, 1t
strikes me (s may st

The molber. satd not a word, but her work
dropped from her bands, and a deep-drawa sigh

‘told of the grief whick would be hers should her

daughter leave her. The old officer took off his
spectacles snd wiped them, muttering a few haif
inaudible words as to the darkness of the day,
but the poor Frau knew that her husband’s eyes
were humid with a tear ; and Muria herself stood
a htite apart, her first surprised look baving
faded away wto a glince expressive both of
bope and lear combmed.

Mrs. Montagues advertisement then had
penetrated into this lowly hamlet, half a Jeague
from Coblentz, and Mara was tbe (German
damse! whom fate bad destmed for the uaeavi-
able post of governess in her wealthy home in
England.

Maria herself was the frst who had the cour-
age to speak.

¢ A liberal salary 1 said she, as, stepping half
timdly forwards, she glanced at the paper from
which the priest read; ®a liberal salary, why
that would do very much; it- would help you
both, my degrest mother and father, and it would
buy shioes and clothes for Mina and Gustare and
Adolf, and over and above all this, would help
to spport Lotchen, still not so old as to beua-
able 10 assist my mother in ber daly work.

-+ ] cann ot part with you Maria, child, indeed,
1 canpot,’ said tha pour mother, now fairly over-
come, whilst the Herr Flobrberg, with the left!

‘bend whick fortune bad still left him, wiped both

eyes and spectacles: more vigorously than ever,
and muttered belween his closed teeth divers im-
patient-speeches asito the inequalities of - fortune
—he having teen overlooked s to promotion in
the service of *his: conatry=~and the pain:be felt
'at the thought that.a daughter of ‘s should be,
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ohliged to go to a foreign country and seek her
bread among strangers.

Maria, however, was nothing shaken in her
resolution either by the tears of her mother, or
the sensitive pride of her father, but, taking the
paper from Lhe hand of the clergyman, copied
vat the address, thanked him warmnly for the
trouble he bad taken in her behalf, and then, ad-
sancing to her parents, she took a hand of each
within her own, saying:

¢ Dearest parents, this separation will not be
eternal. Have you not both grieved, esperially
§ou, iy mather, at the sternness of 1he poverly
which you knew, sconer or later, would enforce
this parting 7 [ too, oh, believe me, I too, shall
feel ut, but I go to”esrn for you that which
will make your home more pleasant, and add a
few slender comforts under your many trials. I
have now your permission, have I not? added
Maria, with a faint effort at a smile, ¢af so, as
oar good friend returns 1o Coblentz, T put my-
self under his protection, and come back early
in the morning.’

¢ And what would you at Cobientz, my child ?
rephed. the veteran, ¢ pot to seek the Lady of
General O'Donnefl, I hope. Nay, nay, Maria,
ibeir friendship must not be put so sorely to the
test. I forlnd vou to wisit Coblentz for such a
purpose as that you think of 1.}

¢Nay, tben, said Marm, ©it must even be
that my design must be abandoned : for of a
truth, waless the General or tus Lady have the
beart to help me, I wust be a burthen to you -
stead of a help.

¢ Charity never faileth, my friend,” saut the
priest, addressing the oid officer, ¢ ithe Greneral
and his wife will help Maria, if in thew pnwer,
and I will see her salely as far as Coblen’

But the father’s permission wag with 0 o

obtained, and it is doubttal whether it wo. v
nave been given but for the intercessiou
clergyman ; and all his objections finalty
raled, Herr Flobrberg at last yielded his wuu
sent.
" With a rapid pace then they wended their way
out of the quiet village, and advanced in the dusk
of the winter eveniog, through wany an iatricate
and tortbous labyrinth to the city of Coblentz.
To a somewhat elegant building, the awner of
which General O'Dunnell was a wvisitor, they
bent their steps, but a disappointment awaited
Maria, neitber bumself nor s wife were at
bome ; they had accepled an invitation given by
an officer at that time remiding in the fortress of
Eternbreitsiein, and, to add to her distress, she
found they would both be absent for perbaps
more than a week.

¢ Tt is now too late, Fraulein, for you to go to
the fortress te-pight,! said the good naivred mas-
ter of the house, cn beholding the nervous anxiety
of Mariz, and the dejscted expression of her
countepance when aware of the absence of ber
friends. ¢ It is much too late, 80 my daughter
Amelia will make you welvome here for the
night, and as soon as the morning sun hhath risen,
an eacly breakls U ke ready for you,

and you can th .« . vay onlo the
fortress.

Witk n e wane aceepled the
frieedly off.  =oo T ace e e hospitalily
of Amelia,* - wm « w1 eunwa, vetiwed
ta the €on. - 8- wa.oum weeh bhad been
prepared fi e - um of sad farewells and
of ap Tugh- - stranger {aces.

Excitemn- : , w.-vver, rendered her restless

and disturbe *. i © tong before she was summoned
i the morw . by the pretty littie soubrelle,
who attended oo Amelia, she had performed the
duties of tbe toiet, and had for some time
anxiously awaited the summons to brezkfast.

The morning meal over, Maria, all anxiely to
get over the uopleasant alfair she bad oun hand,
pamely, the appeal she bad resolved to make to
the kindoess of an oft tried friend, set off on ber
visit to the forlress.

Ty was a fise bright morning, and the rays of
the sun highted ap the rocks, crowned by walls
and rampar's, frowning down in “niny and im-
posing grandeur on the p-lac:H w ters of the
Rhine, aud he still quiet city, s»  =stowing 4o
air of grave and stern gecurly wu - the waole
domam. Walls rising above s, ramparls
above ramparis, gulfs and precipice. +a the very
verge of the horizon, whilsf bere and there were
seen the sentinels placed at regular mtervals,
their helmets Qshing brightly 1o toe rays of the
morcing su0. . _

But let us accompany Maria to a portion of
the wterior of lbe foriress inhabited by cne of
the officers whe, with "his wile, were, for the
lime bemng, the host and hostess of General
O'Donntll, hitnself {ung io the service of Austria,
Sowbre ndeed, and 1 perfect keeping with the
exterior of the fortress, was the room ito t;lzich
Maria ¥lobrberg was ushered. . Sinall caseineuts
placed in the marsive walls, showed Little beyond
save frowning. rocks, lowers, and rawparis, and
in_the distance spices of the Ehurches” of Cob-
lentz; the furpitise :was-heary, and sn_air of

severe mmplicity,reigned around.”” Not' long

was Mana left n suspense, for a veperable lady
entered the room, and the former placed in her
band the paragraph she had cut from the paper
containing the advertisement, and in broken sen-
tences, and a blush upon her brow, askea ¢ would
Mrs. O'Donnell belp ber, she would so faithfully
repay her out of her first quarter’s salary? vet)
she added, ¢ I koow, Madame, how heavily I tax
your friendship, we owe yoursell azd ke General
so much.

¢ Poor child, surely I wil® not desert you now,”
said the lady, ¢ remain here awhile, Mara,and T
will tell the General the cause of your visit.

Thus speaking she withdrew, and Mara, full
of excitement and hope, paced up and down the
spacious apartment, tl the heavy measured foot-
steps of the old General sounded on her ear.

‘The chances of war had spared Gerald
C'Donnell. 'True it 1g that every bullet hath its
commission, for, whilst poor Fiobrberg had lost
his arm, his {riend had escaped vescathed, be-
yond, pérhaps, a few scars. e numbered some
seventy years, bul his fine tall form had yet bent
beneath their weight ; lis bair lowed down upor
his shoulders, white as the driven snow, as well
as his beard ; his countenance stifl retarang the
freshness of perfect health, and lighted up by a
pair of keen black eyes, the glance of which was
as piercing as when in the days of Lis early youth
he was wont to wander amongst the glens and
ralleys of his own old home—the seat of bhis an-
cestors—the aacient Castle of Innismore. With
a kindly fook and a warm welcome the General
approached Mama, exclaiming,

¢« My good Adelterd bas been telling me,
Maria, that you wish to answer an adverfise-
ment, and that if you are engaged you will need
money for your outfit and for your expenses,”
<aod I will repay you ont of my quarter’s salary, .

U.ir,’ stammered forth- Maria, ¢we have bad so

much from you, and, 1 assure you, T could not
: save asked you this favor had I unot known it
i was m my power to return 1t

¢ Maria, my poor Fraulein) said the good
General, * I never lend, what you require I shall
give you, '

Maria would, to own the truth, sooner have
bad the benefit cooferred in the way she had
asked, tut she well knew it were in vain {o re-
monstrate, for that this was one of the General’s
peculiarities, ke would do a good action m his
own fashion, but did notlike to be interfered
wita in the macner of conferring it.

General O'Donpell was an excellent man, and
one who, though reputed rich, practised quietly,
with his excellent wife, many an act of self-
depial in order te give to others some of this
world’s goods : the poor Flolirbergs had been
more or less, constantly receiving assistance
from them, and the only sore feeling on the part
of poor proud Herr Floluberg, was the unvary-
ing remark that accompasied the General’s not
uafrequent, nay, somelimes weekly remiltances,
‘ wnat [ send you is not u loen, but a gift.)—
OuJdly enough this was the only pomnt on which
tbe 1wo men were at issue. Fiobrberg,ever ready,
nothiog loth to borrow, «f oaly allowed to faney
the obligation under which he lay, lessened by
considering it as a loan, which his own sangume
temperament led lum to believe he would cne day
be in a position to return ; the General, knowmg
{ull well that his oft repeated remittances were
in the true sense of the word, gilts, as Fichrberg
pever could have it in his power to repay them,
felt, perhaps, a species of satisfaclion 1 insisting
on placing tinngs on theic right level and calling
them by their right names. :

Muria, knowing, then, the character with
whow ske had to deal, said no more as to re-
payment, but expressed warmly the gratitude she
really felt.

« Write at once to Eogland,’ said the Geperdl,
s and as soon as you have the emgigement, come
to me for the sum you require: I only wish it
were Lreland that you were gowg to visit; my
brother, ‘the O'Doonell, of lanismore, would
make you welcome, Maria ; and my niece Mary,
and yourself would soocn be good frieads ; how-
ever, the day may may yel come When you may
meet and speele to her af old times and old
friends whom you bave left bebind at Cobleatz?

Her eyes most with tears, Maria took her
lexve, and hasteped on her homeward way,. 12
order to pen an epistle to the English lady,

We will here pause to say a few words of the
families of the O'Donrell’s and the Fiobrbergs,
to whom we have introduced. our readers.

The Generat was the younger sun of an old
Trish family whose ancestcal bowe was fast [all-
ing to decay, but whose hospitality survived the’
wreck of thewr fortuges, -Early io life e bad
chosen the prolession of arms, served mithe-
Austrian army, and- sigualized bimself Lo suchan
extent a8 torise -to the high post be at.present
heid, -None, -however,’ bit ‘those who. were
honored by his -friendship ;recked of:: the:Soft, -
warm heart-that beut undec that rough.exte
‘Bist i life-had: been “a:prosperous aue:
honored-and respected - by thiose-amongst
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his-lot wa ,-and, ia’ the:course of:
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