54

‘v,

’I'HE PEARL: DEVOTED TO POL[TrE LIfEB.ATURE SCIENCE AND RDL!GION

bricks which composed it measured thirteen inches square, by
three thick, and were joined together with an almost imperceptible
layer of cement.
{ employed thirty men to clear away therubbish, and we -dug
down along its western face to a depth of twenty feet, when we
‘wrrived at the bricks, where bitumen alone was found to be the
--binding material. The arrow-headed writing was stamped on all,
but differed as to the number of lines. They varied from three to
ton Jines ; the first number was the most ebundant, and the latter
the most rare. The writing wus more deeply engraven on these
bricks than on any others I had met with. I found one with the
Babylonian writing both on its face and edge, but unfortunately it
was broken. Tregard it as a unique specimen ; never having
seen or heard of another like it. 1 discovered also an ornamental
fat fragment of calceous sand-stone, glazed with brown cnamel
on the anperior surfuces. “This proves that the Babylonuns had
perfectly acquired the art of enamelling. Diodorus Siculus in-
forms us, that amongst the various paiutings on the walls of the
palace, Semiramis was seen on horseback, piercing with her dart
a panther ; and her-husband Ninus, killing with his spear a savage
Jion. M. Beanchamp found several varniskied bricks, onone of
which was the fizure of a lion, on-another the sun and moon.
Upon clearing away a space of twelve feet square at the base
of the pilaster, I laid open a bricked platform beautifully fastened
with bitumen, each brick measuring nineteen inches and three
quarters square, by three and a half thick, with the written cha-
ractors along the edge, instead of being in an upright column on
the face. These are the largest bricks hitherto found. I have
ramoved two of these immense bricks to Bussorah, one of which

has since been presented to Sir John Malcolm, Governor of Bom-|f

bay.

The platform, I have no-doubt, extended for a considerable
space ; and it is not improbable that it wasthe flooring of some
chamber ; perhaps a terrace attached to the Pensile Gardens. In
making a careful search, ny labours were amply compensated
by the discovery of four cylinders, three engraved gems, and
several silver and copper coins. On cleansing one of the copper
coing, I found it to be of Alexander the Great. The others were
of the Syrian, Pd.rthmn Rom:m, and Kufic dynasues, in the best

state of preservation.’
Your obedient servant,

- H.H.
B THX PEARL.

‘ HALIFAX, FEBRUARY 17, 1838.
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wNo. 2.

Ow every leaf of the book of nature, we are taught these ama-
zing vicws of the countless variety of the works of God. On this
subjeet exaggeration Js impossible, and the objects themselves are
above all hyperbole. Not even the luxuriance of an oriental ima-
gination can present us with a picture more highly coloured, than
the truth itself cxhibits to every beholder.  The reality infinitely
surpasses our most extended conceptions, and lost in admiration,
we are congtrainied to adopt the devout exclamation of the Psalm-
ist, ¢ IHow manifold are thy works, O Lord !’

To the lower animals God has not bestowed the high privilege of
ranging through the fields of nature, or of interpreting those cha-
-racters which in the things of creation reveal his power, and wis-
«dom, nnd goodness. To man, however, thisexalted gift has been
futrusted, and the faculty of acquiring o knowledge of the natural
perfections of the Deity from his operations in nature, forms the
anest obvious distinction of our species. ¢ The wmost splendid
scenes of nature are thrown around the inferior ereatures without
areusing attention, or awuakening taste, aund the power of compa-
rison. Amidst all the beings which surround man in this visible
universe, he alone 13 capable of surveying the whole with

thought and reflection ; of tracing the Author of the whole work,!

and marking the display of his perfections; of yiclding to him ado-
ration and howmage ; or of sanctifying the varied scene to moral
uses.”” As a specimen of the pristine power of the intellectual
pature of man, a very remarkuble fact is recorded in the second
chapter of the book of Genesis—** Aud out of the ground the Lord
God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air;
and brought them unto Adam to see what ke would call them ;
and whutsoever Adam called every living creature, that was
, the name thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the
- dowl of the air, and to every beast of the field.”” This concise
““zrecord certainly conveys the idea that this act tested Adam’s
,power of discrimination and observation, aswell as his skillin the
,mse of language. For it would seem that he gave to all animals
~.-of every tribo and order, appropriate names—names, therefore,
.We may presume, arising out of something which he discerned
~in their form and figure, or in their instincts, or in their peculia-
“rities of habit, or in the purposes which they were adapted to an-
swer. While, therefore, man was capable of thought aud reflec-

in Paradise, to contemplate his wonderful works. As a striking
proof of the knowledge and wisdom of Solomon it is said in the
fourth chapter of the first book of Kings, that he ¢ ep.xke of trees,
from the cedar’that isin Lebanon,-even unto the hyssop that spring-
eth out 6f thewall : he spake also of beasts, and of fowls, and of
creeping things; and of fishes.”

These cases, however, by the captious,  may be regarded as
exceptions to the general rule, and hence the necessity of addu-
cing additional proof of the ability of man-to apprehend all the
great fucts of christian philosophy. And the inspired testimony is
athand. In the words of Elihu we are furnished with the proof
required.

Job.- xxxif. B..%“There is a'spirit in man,

And the inspiration of the Almighty giveth him understahd-
ing.” .
xxxv. 10, J1. “But none saith, Where is God my maker,
Who giveth us songs in tho night 3
Who teacheth’us more than the beasts of the earth,
A7id maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven.”

1

For hia vast understanding, astonishing powers of ratiocination,
and extent of his inventive faculties, man is indebted to the
inspiration of the Almighty. And a maultitede of fucts confirm the
declarations now cited. See what man has done, and judge of
his ample qualifications to attain an extensive fund of knowledge.,
Of the immortal Newton the poet has truly said—-
—— e took hly ardent flight-

Through the blue infinite; and every star
Which the clear concave of n winter’s night’
Pours on the eye, or astronomic tube
Far-stretching, snatches from the derk abyss,
Or such gs farther in successive skies
To fancy shine alone, nt his approach
‘Blazed into suns, the living centre ench-
Of an harmonious system ; all combined,
And ruled unerring by that single power
Which draws the stone projected to the ground.”
And what has the Astronomer not accomplished ? ¢ He bhas nam-
bered the stars of heaven ; he has demonstrated the planetary
ravolations, and the laws by which- they are governed ; he has
accounted for every apparent anomaly in the various affections in
the heavenly bodies-; he has measured their distances, determined
their solid contents and weighed the sun.” Nor have the labours
of the naturalist beex less satisfactory than those of the astronomer :
—< his rescarches into the three kingdoms of nature, the animal,
vegetable, and mineral, are, for their variety, correctness, and im-
portance, of the highdst. consideration:. 'The laws of" matter, of
orgamzcd and unorganized beings, and.those chemical principles
by which all the operations of nature are conducted, have  been
investigated by him with the utmost success. He has shewn the
father of the rain, and who bas begotten the drops of dew ; lie
has accounted for the formation of the snow, the hailstones, and
the ice ; and demonstrated the laws by which the tempest and
tornado are governed.; he has-token the thunder from the
clouds ; and he plays with the lightnings of heaven.’ Fur-
ther, the mechanician has performed his part—¢ he has in-
vented those grand subsidiaries of life, the lever, the screw,
the wedge, the inclined plane, and the pulley; and by these
means multiplied his power beyond conception : he has in-
vented the telescope, and by this imstrument las brought the
hosts of heavenalmest into contact with the earth. By his engines
he bas acquired a sort of omnipotency over inert matter ; and
produced effects, which, to the uninstructed mind, presents all the
appearances of supernatural agency. By his mental energy he has
sprung up into #limitable space ; and he has seen and described
those worlds which an infinite skill has planned, and an infinite be-
nevolence sustaius.” In short, in the invention and progress of the
arts and sciences, wehave a volume of proof that God hasendowed
man with  all those high qualifications necessary to enable him to
derive instruction and pleasure from a contemplation of his works.

Having us we hope demonstrated that variety is the order ofna-
ture, and sameness her aversion ; huving also satisfactorily proved
that man is competent to note that diversity, guage every substance
i nature from ithe most stupendous down to the most minute ob-
ject, and further, that he may be instructed and profited by the
inspection, it only rcmains for us in this part of our argument to
shew that God requires at our hands such an exertion of our in-
tellectual energies—such a pious meditation of his works as may
induce gratitude and love to our beneficent Creator. On the sup-
position that the scriptures were perfectly silent on this topic, yet
would not the simple fuct that we possess a fuculty of acquiring
knowledge in general, point out our duty in respect to such an
endowment ? Is it the will of heaven that we should bury our
talents in the dust? Isit right that our faculties should remain
torpid and inactive ?  Or is that man guiltless who does not rightly
improve and cultivate all bis- powers, and direct them to their pro-
per objects?  But the seriptures are not silent on this point, and
they speak in terms not to be misunderstood. From a mass of]
inspired declarations we select the following : —

Job xxxvil. 14. Hearken unto this, O Job:
Stand still and consider the wondrous works of God.
Psalm xcii. 4. For thou Lord hast made me glad through thy work :
I will triumph in the works of thy hands.
5. O Lord, how great are thy wuorks !

-

' 6. A brutish man knowetl net,-
) Neither doth a fool understand this.
"jii. 2. The works of the Lord are great, :
- Bought out of allthemn that have pleasure: thercln. o
1spich v. 11, Woe unto them thet rise up ecarly, thet they may- rénbw
strong drink, '
That continue until night, t{ll wine mname them!
12. And the harp, aud the viol, the tabret
Andpipe, and wine, are in their feasts: -
But they regard not the work of the Lord,
Neither consider the operetions of his hand.

Not'to:multiply proof,_ let us duly ponder on these now pro-
duced :-—*¢ a brudizh man’® it is, that ¢“knoweth not. the works
of:God, and a fool that is wanting in understanding with respect to
them.. A learned commentator has given:the explanation of’
thege terms. ¢ A brutish mun from the Hebrew words ish baar, .
is the human hog-—the stupid bear—-the boor ; the man whois all:
flesh ; in whom spirit or intellect neither seems to work nor exist..
The brutish man who never attempts to see-God' in his works :

kesil the fool, is different from: baar the brutish man : the Jatter:
has mind but it is buriéd‘in-fesh ;" the férmer: has'no mind, and.
his stupidity is unavoidable.” Admitting the propriety of this-
exposition, how. strongly is-ignorance of the things of creation:
condemned. Ih-what way will the religionist who objects to the-
study of the physical sciences, escape the force of this cutting:
reproof:? Lest however He should suppose that a meaning has

been given to the passage merely to suit- our purpose, we shall

introduce an extract from Dr. Dwight’s System of Theology.

“ The works of God were by him intended-to be, and are in fact,.
manifestations of himself’; proofs of: his. character, presence, and

agency. In this light he requires-men continually to regard them;

and to-refuse this regard. is'considered by him as grossly wicked,

and highly deserving of punishment, Ps. 28. 5. Isa. 6. 12—-14.

I am apprehensive, that even good men are prone to pay lers

attention to the works of creation and providence than piety de~

mands, and the scripture requires. We say and hear so much

concerning the insufficiency of these works-to unfold the character

of God, and the nature of genuine religion, that we are prone to

consider them as almost uninstructive in meral thmvs, and in a

great measure useless to the promotion of piety.. This, however,

is a palpable and. dangerous error. The worls alone, without the

aid of the scriptures, would, I acknowledge, be f‘ar Yess instroc--

tive than they now are, and utterly insufficient to «uxdc us in the

way of ncrhteousness. The seriptures were designed to be.a' com—
ment on theseworkc ; to explain their’ natare; and to show: us the

agency,. purposes, ‘wisdom.and: "oodness of. God in theu' formation.

Thus explamed lhus illuminated, they become means of . know-

ledge, very extensive .and eminently useful.” IIe who ‘does not | o
find in the various, beautiful, sublime, '1wfu} and astomshmn ob-l
jects, presented to us in Creation and Provxdence irresistible and
glorious reasons, for admiring, adoring, loving and praising his
Creator, huas not a claim to evangelical piely.”> Here we pause,.
leavingthe further-discussion of the subject for a fiiture number..

.

The N. Brunswick Courier speaks:of the ffequency of robberies
in the City of St. John: Lately the store of Messrs. J. & R. Reed
was robbed of a considerable quantity of goods.

The House of Assembly of N. B. have resolved to grant a
sum of £300 for the relief of the wives and children of soldiers,
who have gone to Canada, in addition to the Government allow-
ance.

Bounpary QuEsTioN.---It is understood the American go-
vernment will not accept the proposition to abide by the award of
the King of the Netherlunds.

The tribute which our esteemed Correspondent Comous pays
to the value and usefulaess of our humble labours would have af.
forded us unmmffled pleasure, if’ithad been uniccompanied with
any severe reflections on our cotemporaries. As f'ar as our limited
knowledge extends we certainly cannot subscribe to the statement
that ‘¢infidelity and sedition have strongly marked the inward
corruption of some of our journalists.”” In giving ' publicity to
the opinion of Cowus, we have thought it our duty plainly to de-
clare that such is not our belief. We do not say that our re-
spected Correspondent is wrong, bat merely that we think he is
in respect to the character of some of our public prints. The
future pieces of Comus will be very acceptable.

Miss MARTINEAU.--This distinguished English lady, encourzg-
cd by the success of her ¢ Society in America,”’ has been induc-
ed to try her pen again ; and will shortly appear before the public

with @ new wark, entitled, ** Recollections of Weatern Tra-
vel.”? '

P. ¥. IsLaxp. —The Legislature was opened on Tuoesday, the
23d January. The three Members ofAssembly,J W. LeLachem,
V. Cooper, and John Mackintosh, who were placed in custody
the Serjeant at Arms in the last Session of that Assembly, and re:
fused to apologise in the terms dictated by the House, have in th
present Session, again been handed over to the above named funs
tionary. ‘ "
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ion,the Almighty did pot considerit an unfit employment for Adam

And thy thoughte ure very deep.

1ScoTia.—This Work has been’ ro-published in London—it b.ql




