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COMMERCIAL UNION.

Ve can assure the Winnipeg 1ree Press
that in his reply ta the remarks in our'
issue of the 16Lti inst., on our " Commer-
cial Policy," lie has quite satisfactorily
explained his own views, and bas con-

vinced us of what we inferred from bis
former remarks, that we were correct in
assuming hini ta be opposed ta the sub-
sisting connection of Canada wivtl Great
Britain. The Free Press must be aware
that no menber of the lIlouse of Conmons
bas ventured toadvocate the principle for
which he contends. We admit that there
are several newspapors whicb make no
secret of their desire ta separate from the
Mother Country, but they do not pretend
either ta belong ta any party or ta ihave
any principle in common. We learn
now that the 1)-ce Press does not profess
ta belong to the party led by r. Blalce
and Mr. Mackenzie. The Free Press
seems ta think it is "absurd " in us ta
hold that there should be na discriminat-
ing duties, not even in favor of the " dear
Mother Land," but we are unable ta dis-
cover any inconsistency in our doing sa.
The inconsistency is with Our contempor-
ary, who seems ta imagine that, because
Canada bas imposed heavy duties on iin-
ports from ail coun tries, she may consist-
ently establish discriminating duties
against Great Britain.

ILt is difficult, we admii, ta know how ta
answer one ho asks, " what difference
côuld it make if we were at the same
time ta decide on admitting American

goads free aof dutyl?" If the Firee1Press is
unable ta comprebend that, the establish-
ment of discrimainating duties by aone
state against another is looked on as an
act of aggression, we can only regret that
hie knows sa little of the commercial
policy of the world. If Canada 'were al
independent nation to-marow she would
have ta enter into commercial treaties,
and would most assuredly have ta insert

ethe clause generally adopted, and knoin
as c the most favored nation "l clause.
We endeavored ta point out ta the Frec
Pres, ivhat seems to us clear as the sun
at noon-day, that Great Britain would
never permit Canada ta enter into a
treaty vitLh a foreign state under which
the exports of such foreign state would
be admitted an more favorable terms
tban her own. It is simply absurd ta
imagine the possibility of lier doing so.
Even independence would not enable
Canada ta escape the difliculty, for, as an
independent state, we slould have ta
make trýèaties with Great Britain, France
and' other countriès, and we should be
obliged toinsert the most favored clause,

so that, if we admitted United States ta the Earl of Elgin. In a le' ter ta a
manufactures duty free, ive should have Grey an the 23rd March, 1850, ho wrate:
ta treat ail other countries alike. For anl 1 have nevcr been'able ta com-

We are told by the rece Press that ce prcbend why, elastie as aur cbnstitu-
many United States journals are advocat- Il tianal systera is, wc àboüld bat be cbie,
ing commercial union, without reference C naw mare espccially, wben uc bave
to annexation. We have iot noticed any ceased ta contrai thé trade a u
such advocacy, and we do not believe that colonies ta reudex' tle links wbich bind
there lias been any. We have more than U them ta the Brîusiî Crown at lenet as
once citei authorities on the other side. lasti t

The FPrec Press holds that "independence lînent parts ai tbo Unian." âr. B3ldwin
is only a question of time, and that laving au anc occasian complained ta
hastening it by a year or two would not Lard Elgin a

be a very serious niatter." IL would li aur Lie impression thit the cannectian uns
judgmnent be only reasonable for the Froc not likPrle ta east, Hus Lordl1îip as
Press ta ofler some evidence in support ar lhe himseii vrate:-ii r eld it ta be
its opinion. No nember of the Canadian ectly unsuti and mast dangeraus
Iouse of Commons bas madle an attempt tleory tlat Britisli Calanies'cault not

to«form a political party on such a ques- CC btain maturity ulîbout separation, ant
tion, nor lias any member been elected ta Cthatmy

the ouse of Commons ta advocate Il ta bring inta full play'tbe princïple ai'
independence. Manitoba has already had4 l' Castitutional Gavernment in Canada
a little experience of the eonsequences ofi Iîwould ntire]y cease if I coultd be per-
rebellion, althou'gh the rebels of 1870 iisuadcd ta adapt itI, The, iloiegaing arc
were of a different class. It is easy ta butspccimcns]oi Lard Ëlgin's Opiiiions,
write treasonable articles, especially at a rcpèatedly canîniuîîîcated during a eriod
time when there is no real excitement inf about'seven years ta the Secret ai
the public nind, but il is very doure tl ai' thveyyarueilO àby ofthaughti'ul
whether those who do so would bave the consitiratian ai yaung Canada.
courage of their convictions, if there were
any real attempt made ta overthrow tîhe
Government under whiclh e live, No- FIRE LOSS
thing Is easier than ta sit in one's study The fire lasses in Canada andtÉi United
anti make forecasts. Plenty have been Staes, during nine uOuiils ai the present
made ats ta the future constitutions' of am, nu ber 9,965 tbc total, ofs was
Great Britain, France, Gérmany, Italy ud .4a,44 i
other cauntries. Many, even after the ihe tatal loss fao tbe piad namedex-
events that we have witnessed, believe in cebds by $7,683,54. the largest carres-
th disruption othe Unite States. Alperid (79 for
these forecasts are silly in the extreine, thepreviaus fiee years. Éhe bas is, tbus
indeed vôrse than sil1y. The ,real ques- fax, 4 per cent greater t.an that for
tion is: 1Iave we a systei of' Government 1882. The i. las. Iaiéle, which
under which we enjoy practical indepen- plies
dence under the pioLection of oneof 'the Csate January 'oas was !xceeded
greatest nations of the worild ? Il so, are fbur timésin cight ycars (187à-77-78-79)
we prepared to engage in a revolution ta te, Fcbruary lass, auice (1879) te
eflect a change? The response ta to e Marè lass tive ties (1876-77-7879-80pat e t . he thecApril lass tlîrec timies (J879-8QJ-8l)ý
foregoing questions would, ve arc pc-
suaded, be in favor of our present consti- tbc Jine loss us the iigbtest hi cegbt
tution. Commercial union 'itl a forèign yèars thc Juiy' loss 'v aoxced
nation ou tie basis of a hostile tariff cvry!Ycar but anc. (1882) the iugust
against the Mother Count s an ate (187-79) ;te

DaisttheM hei Cunry is abu' September loss %vas tic Iighet.. la cigbt
ity, and e own thîatitis inconceivable to ycars, with d xp '(1879) 0f
us that the .Free Press fails ta perceive 3
that it is so. One's nly wndr is hatns i l
the Free Press has not been read but of 12 private sheda, 4 gnit urches,
the ranks ai' Her 11ajesty's loyal opo- 3 ppo. tels 3 lanîbr yards, 3 saloàns, and
sition, 3 livry stables.

We tlink the presènt a favorable op- Takizig tle Unitd States and Canada
portunity of subnitting to our readersa the total atnual loir ' i is
few passages from the confidential corres- nt 10,0rti * o ctipondence af a statesman wh o passed thauiiec ovb pseIl lasssà't r ecIdare var éxisy
away.about twenty years ago, leaving be-M aïedat fr9m ' tds40,000
hiid him a'rèputationunsrpassed by any

by Forn Icone 1 hI ae neve buen abetocm

CJolonial G>'rnar. W7e refer, ai'ccuri, 00. coloies ètrene the an àswhcstu


