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CO\IMDRCI AL UNION,

We can assure the Winnipeg Frec Press
"“that in his reply. to the remarks in our
' “issue of the 16th inst., on our *Commer-

cial Policy,” he has quite satisfactorily
¢ explained his. own': views, and has con-
vinced us of what we inferred from his
former remarks; that we were correct in
assuming him to. beopposed to the sub-
_sisting connection of Canada with Great
Britain. The Free Press must be aware

‘that no member of the House of Commons .

has ventured toadvocate the principle for
which he contends. - We admit that there
‘are several newspapcrs which make no
" gecret of their desire to separate from the
Mother Country, but they do not pretend
éither to belong to any party or to {have
-any principle  in -common.. We' learn
now that the free Press does not profess
to belong to the party led by Mr.' Blake
Cand “Mr, Mackenzie. The Free Press
“geems to think ‘itis “absurd”ia. usto

'hold bh’xt there should be no discriminat- .

ing duties, not evenin favor of the “ dear
“Mother Land,” bu{, we are unable to dis-
¢over any inconsistency in our doing so.
-~ The inconsistency is with our contempor-

" “ary;'who seems to imagine’ that,'because

*Canada has imposed heavy dubles on im-
o ports from all-countries, she may consist:
“ently establish  discriminating duties

“against. Great Bmtam
It is difficult, we adunu, to know how to

“answer one who "asks, ‘¢ what difference - |-
we were at the same °

“conld it make if
A ~finie to * decide ‘on admitting ' A merican
- goods free of duty? O Tf the ree Press.is
- . l unable to complehend that the éstablish-
% dment of dlscx'lmmatmg duties. by~ one

) “Te ' knows so. little of ‘the: connnen'cml
“Ipolicy of the world,

“aAnd ‘would ‘most assuredly lmve to insert
" “the ¢clause generally rtdopted and -known
‘a8 ¢ phe most favored wation .
We ende(wored to pomt out to the Jree

‘at’ noon-day, that Great But’un would
:never permit’ Canada to  enter

2 .’""'be n.dmlt,ted on more favorable terms
o T.'tlmn ‘her ‘own.. It is "simply absurd: to

3 ilmagme the possxblllhy of "her doing so.

is only a queatlon of “time,

lits opmlon.

state againat another is looked on as.an
“inet of a;,,;ressnon, we can only regreb thab

‘eﬁect a: clmn«ve?

claise.
1)833, what seems to"us clear-as the sun |~

i into a.
L i treaty with a-foréign state ' under. which:
" the expmts of such’ f'oxelnn state would

[ “Even mdependence ‘would not exmble‘ :
'y o Crnada to escape the difficulty, for, ds an’
j"‘mdependent stnte, we should . have ‘to’|
% ‘make treaties with' Gre'tt Bmtmn, France:
“oandt other countmes, zmd we should be’ h
'obhged to mserb the most f‘avored clause,‘

Cp orbum ty
.,few passages from the conﬁdentml corres-

50 theb, if ‘we admilted United States
manufactures duty'free, we  should have -

to treat all other countries: ahke

We are told by the I'vee Press  that -
many United States journals ‘are advocat-’
ing commercial union, wn,hout ‘reference '
to annexation. We have not noticed any
such advocacy, and we do not believe that
there has been any. We have niore than
once cited aulhorities on the other side.
"The Iree Press holds that ¢ mdependence
‘and thag
husLemng, it by a year or two would not
be & very serious matter.” b wouldm our
judgment be only reasonable for the Free
Dress to oﬂer some evidence in suppox't of
No member of the’ Cumdum
House of Commons’ has made an att,empb
toTorm a _political party on such a ques-
tion, nor has any memberbeen elécted to
tle Wouse of “Commons ‘to advocate
independence. Manitoba lias alxeady had
a little experience of the consequenceés of
rebellion, albhough ‘the 'rebels” of 1870
were of a (hiferent class It is ‘easy to
write treasonable “ar Lxcles, especm]ly at's
time when there is no real e\:cltement in

‘the public mind, but lt is ‘very ‘doubtfal

whether those who do’ so “would hzwe the.
'couxaﬂe of. theu' convxctxons, if there. were -
any real attempt made to: ovexthrow ‘the
G’Jvemment under N wluch we, hve‘ No-
a.nd maké ‘forecasts i"'l\enty have been
mnde a3’ to the futm'e constlbutlons of*
Grent Britain, hmnce Gernmny Ttaly and
othér countues. ‘\Ifmy, even after. the
eventv. that we have witnessed, belleve in
the dlsruptlon ofthe Umted .Sbfttes All
these forécasts are stlly in the e\heme,
mdeed worse th'm stlly i
tion i is: II'we wea qysbem of Gover nment

-under whlch we emoy pmcmcal mdepen-

dence under ihe’ plotectlon ‘of one of the
“If Canada. “were an .|

/.. :independent nation to-morrow she would |
b - . . R Loe N
| have to’enter into commercial treaties,’
.:.

;,xeatest natxons of’ theworld 2 Il so, are’
we pnepared to. engawe ina levolutlon to:
'l‘he 1'eeponse to bhe
foregoing. questlons would, We are per-.

‘suaded, be in’ favor of our present constl—‘

tutlon Commercml union with a foxelgn
nation - on fhe bas\s of g hostlle ‘taviff
against the Mobhez Counbry is'an absurd-
1by, and we own tlmtlt,xs mconcelv'xble to
us "that the ‘Frece | ]’1 css falls to percelve
‘thq,t it is so.: One s only wonder is that

“the Z'I'ee P; css has not been read out of

the ranks of IIel Ma_]estys loyal oppo
smon.

e thmk the ptesenb a favozable op—
[ £ subnpttmg to our 1eadels a

Colonla.l Governor. ‘ We refel ) of course,

-“suaded to adopt it

The real ques:.

“the! February loss,

.the-April loss. three :times :(1879.80- 81),1 B
* the May:loss five times (1875 76-7 ..), :
‘the June loss'was the lightest "in '

.loss was. exceeded ; itwice (1877-79) sthe’

-yenrs, with one’ _éxception (]879) g
the’ 133 fires in’ Camda during Septe ber,
38! were dwellm n&;,

'to the Earl of D]gm. In a lebter to Darl‘ _
Grey on the 23rd \Iarch '1850, he wrote: s
% For one 1 h.we ever’ been able to com-+

“ prehend why, elastlc 43 our constltu-

i“ tionial sysLem is, we should ot be' dble,
f‘now more especmlly, when we havef

4 ceased o, control thé trade. “of ‘our
% colonies to render. the lml\s whmh bmd
“them to the British Crown 4t least as

o« lastmg 4s those ‘which’ umte ‘tlie compo-

“ yient par ts of the Union.”. M. Baldwxn
having ‘on ‘one oceasion complamed ‘to v
Lord Elgin of remarks calculated to gwe

the” Jmpressxon that the’ connecmon was . ’
ot likely' to last, His Lordship | rep]led a8

he himself wrote :—#“T held it tabe a per-.

“ fect]y unsouml ‘and most’ dnngerous 3

« bheory that Bubish Colomes could not{ o
“ obtain maturity without sepamtlon, and .

U that my - intevest in lahor ing \vxth chem .

“ to bring into full play *the prmcxples of

_"‘ Constltunoml Govemment in Canada

4 would entn'ely cease if T could ‘be per-
'Lhe foregomg are
but & specimens; of. Lord ]‘lﬂm s oplmons,
zepeatedly commumceted clux mg a pemod
of about seven years to the. Secretal y of h
Smte. They are wor thy of the thoughtful .

_'conmdelatlon of youno (..anuda. =

FIRD LOSSDS

The ﬁre Iosses in Canada zmd bhe Umted o

: States, duting nine months of' the present, R

yesr, number, 9965 the lota.l Ioss was

‘;'$l4 948 Addy msul'mce loes B 40 348 558, "
»‘"lhe total loss’ f‘or the pemod named ox- L
‘ ceeds by $7 683,540 the lm'oest ‘corres-
‘Apondmo nme months’. perxod (1879) for

‘the’ prevxous five yems. The. loss is, thus -

‘f'n-" £ . per’ cent ;,reatex than that for
1882,

’supphes

The N. Y “Ins. C’lnomcle, whxch‘ ,

_ the mformatlon, says .
‘Cmmd'x, the January : loss Wwas | exceeded
four timés'in eigltyears (1875 7778 79), ;
once: '(1879); 'the. .
March loss five times : (1875-77-78- 19 80y;

years; the’ July “10ss; was “alio exceeded
every/year:but:one. (188‘7), the:  August

Septembev logs was’ the lighest 'in exght
- Of

By

a bm-ns 'zmd sta.bles,




