- Adventlres 0f Bertholde.

The king then afked him fevers) quef-
tions,~which had not the leaft ‘conne@ion
with each other. A trial of wit, whichin
thofe days was much ufed at che courts of
fovereign princes. And this is the fub-
ftance of the difcourfe, as it is preferved
in the ancient records .of the country.—
Whatthing is that whichfiies che fwifteft ?
cried the monarch.~Thought, anfwered
Bertholde,~~What is the pulf that is ne.
ver filled }—The avarice of the mifer,—
What is moft hateful in young people ?om-
Self. conceit, becaufe it makes them incor-
rigible.—~WHhat is moft ridiculous in the
old }—Love.—~Who are moit lavifh of their
careffes ? ~Thofe who intend to deceive
us, and thofe who have alicady done it,ew=
What are the things moft dangerousina
houfe ?—A wicked wife, and the tongue
of a fervant.—What is the hufband’s moft
incurable difeafe }—The infidelity of his
wife.~What way ' will you take to bring
water in a fieve ?—1'}i flay till it is frozen.
‘==How will you catch a hare without
runaing ?e=I will wait till I find her on
the fpit. S

" The king was aftonithed at the readi-
nefs with which he . anfwered thefe quef-
tions ;- and to let him f(ve his fatisfac-
tion, promifed to give him- any thing
he could defire, 1 defy you, replied Ber-
tholde, bluntly~~How fo, replied his ma-
jefty ? Do you doubt my good will ? No ;
but' I afpire after what you do not poffefs,
and confequently cannot give to me.—
And what is.this precious thing that I do
not poffe(s ? Felicity, which was never in
the power of Kings, who enjoy lefs of it
than the reft of mankindi—How ! am 1
not happy on fo -elevated a throne ?-—=Yes,
if the happinefs of a man confifts in the
height of his feat—Do you fee thefe lords
and gentlemen that are continually about
me, would they be always ready to obey
mie, if they were 'fior convinced:of my
power ?==And do you not f{ec in your

turn, that theie are ad many crows, wait.

ing to devour a carcafe, and who, to pre-
vent its [feeing their defigns, begin by
picking out its eyes.~—Well, faid, but all

thia dogs not hinder nie from fhining in’

the midft of them, . as the (un amongft

the ftars. - True, but tell me fhining fun, -

how many ecliples you are obliged to fuf-
fer in a year ? Why do you put this quef-
tion ? Becaufe the continual flattery of

thefe gentlemen will raife a eloud that'

muft darken your underianding, - On
this foot then, you would not be a cour-
tier ?  Miferable as T am, [ fhould-be for-
ry to be placed in the rank of flaves : Be-
fides, I am neither a knave, traitor, nor
liar, and confequently have not the necef-
fary qualitice for fucceeding.in this fine

-

s

employment. What are you then to fetk
fot at my court? What [ hive not been
able to find "there ; for I had imagined
a king to be as much above other men, as
a fleeple is above common houfes ; but I
have foon found, that I have honoured
them more than they .deferve. .
Of all the virtues, thofe of franknefs and
fincerity have been in evety age leaft re-
compenfed in a court. This Bertholde ex-
perienced ; for the king fhocked ‘at the *
lirtle_régard he expreffed for his perfon,
told him, that if he was unwilling to be
turned out in an ignominious manner, he
muft leave the palace immediately, He
obeyed ; but as he was going, he faid with
an air of gaiety, that he was of the nature

“of flies, which the more you attempt to

drive .away, the more obftinately they are
bent ontheir return. I permit you to re-
turn like them, cried the monarch, - pro-
vided you bring them along with you ;
hut if you appear without them, you fhall
forfeit your head.  Agreed, replied the
peafant ; to do this, I willonly take a flep

“to our village. The king gave his confent,

and Bertholde hafted away. The mo-
narch did not doubt his keeping his word ;

-but had a great curiofity to fee in what
-maaner he would perform it, and the -

clown foon fatisfied him ; for he had no
fooner reached the village, than running
to a ftable, belonging to one of his. bro-
thers,.lie took out an old afs, whofe ,back
and buttocks had loft the friendly cover-
ing of a found fkin, and mounting on his
back, turned again to Verona, accompa-
nied by an infinite number of flies riding
behind him, and in .this équipage arrived
at the palace ;- when commending the fi-
delity with which they hadi fluck to his
beaft, and attended him all the way, he
told the king,that he had kept his promife;
and Alboin, pleafed with the ftratagem,

. foon conceived fuch an ided of his abilitigs

that he imagined he might be ufeful 1o
him, in helping him to diféntangle the in- -
tricacies of government, and adminiftra-

. tion of affairs.. - - -

I fhall omit the various contefts be-
tween Bertholde and the king; on the vir-
tues and vices of the- ladies, in which the
king did juflice to their merit; while our -

‘hero endeavoured to bring them into con.

tempt. But I cannot avoid taking notice
of a petition of the ladies of the court,. to
obtain a fhare in the government,-and-ad-

‘mipiftration of affairs,

The King having read ‘their long requeg,
which the queen had engaged the chani-
cellor to deliver to him, replied,  that this
affair being of very great. importancg, re. |
guired- his ferions confideration ; that he
would weigh the matter, and give the
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